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December 19, 2021 

I. Introduction 

 

Thank you for sticking with me in the last 11 Sundays, as I seek to engage you in a painstaking 

exercise of immersing ourselves in the actual words related by the Apostle John about the 

visions—the testimony of Jesus Christ—about the “Last Things” leading up to and including the 

events of the “END”. 

 

Today, allow me to guide you into the study of the last part of the vision about the New Heaven 

and the New Earth, and then I shall, at last, present in summary form my suggested interpretation 

of the salient events and timeline of what our Lord refers to as the “END” (Matthew 13: 39, 40, 

49; 24: 6, 14; 28:20) 

 

II. The New Heaven and the New Earth (II)—Eden Restored (22: 1-5)—(a title on 

the NIV version on Biblegateway.com which I fully agree with) 

 

Before we look at these 5 verses, let’s recap what we’ve been shown in the last chapter about the 

Holy City, the New Jerusalem which is introduced to us as the Bride, the Wife of the Lamb most 

beautifully dressed in 

▪ Her perfection: the absolutely symmetrical design of the City, with the same length, 

width and height 

▪ Her preciousness to God: a city of gold, of jasper and the finest jewels 

▪ He unity: guarded (or gated) by the 12 tribes of Israel and founded on the 12 Apostles 

▪ Her purity: nothing impure will ever be present (or be able to enter it), and 

▪ Her glory: the very glory of God and of the Lamb as they are its temple! 

 

Now, the scene has changed to more tranquil and serene setting of the Holy City that reminds us 

of the first Garden of Eden in Genesis 1-3 where the beautiful garden was the product of God’s 

six day creation 

▪ Lit by the sun, moon and star that provided the seasons and time; 

▪ Well-watered by four headwaters 

▪ With trees that were pleasing to the eyes and good for food 

▪ Crowned by the Tree of Life where they could eat of its fruit and “live forever” 

Of course, tragedy struck, when the Ancient Serpent deceived Adam and Eve into disobeying 

God, and the results included 

▪ Immediate separation from God 

o As God sought them out in visiting them 

o They used leaves to hide themselves from God 

▪ The earth and everything it were accursed 

o Broken relationships even between the most intimate 

o Pain and suffering as typified by childbirth 

o Even the earth was cursed 
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▪ But most important of all—death 

o Death reigns, as mankind could no longer eat of the Tree of Life, and 

o Are permanently driven out of  Eden and separated from God. 

But, even at that time, the glorious restoration of Eden has been promised through the “seed” of 

the woman who would crush the head of the serpent (Gen 3:15) 

 

Now, this last scene of the Holy City depicts the glorious restoration of Eden. 

“Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, as clear as crystal, flowing from 

the throne of God and of the Lamb 2 down the middle of the great street of the city. On 

each side of the river stood the tree of life, bearing twelve crops of fruit, yielding its fruit 

every month. And the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3 No longer will 

there be any curse. The throne of God and of the Lamb will be in the city, and His servants 

will serve Him. 4 They will see His face, and His name will be on their foreheads. 5 There 

will be no more night. They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the 

Lord God will give them light. And they will reign for ever and ever.” 

 

▪ The River of the Water of Life: 

o This immediately reminds us of the water flowing out of the “Millennial” temple 

of God in Ezekiel (chs. 40-48). However, Alexander in his fine commentary of 

Ezekiel has made a strong case against associating  Revelation 21-22 with Ezekiel 

40-48, citing significant differences between the two  

o (you may wish to read Day 278 of Year#5 if my 5-Year Devotional Guide @ 

https://totalgrowth.bitbucket.io/totalgrowth) 

o In any case, this echoes what has already been pointed out in 21:6 when God 

declares that “It is done”—the promise that the “seed” of the woman would crush 

the head of the serpent has now been fulfilled, resulting in the free gift of Living 

Water to quench the eternal thirst of mankind. 

▪ The Tree of Life 

o The Tree of Life which has been shunned from Adam and Eve is now 

permanently planted on each side of the river than runs through the great street of 

the city 

o As a symbol of eternal life for all the residents of the Holy City, it does not mean 

that its residents need to feed on it all the time!  The bearing of fruit for all 

seasons is again symbolic of the permanency of eternal life—as time is now more! 

▪ The Leaves 

o While Adam and Even used the leaves of the trees of Eden to hide their shame 

and guilt and the fear to see the face of God 

o Now, there is no more hiding, because all guilt, shame and brokenness resulted 

from sins have been wiped away 

o The leaves of guilt and shame are now replaced by leaves of healing—symbols of 

the result of reconciliation between God and mankind. 

▪ Curses reversed 

o “No longer will there be any curse”: it directly addresses all the curses which 

befall mankind in Genesis 3.  However, we need to remember that it was the 

“seed” of the woman who has born all our curses on the Cross.  

▪ No more occasional visit 

https://totalgrowth.bitbucket.io/totalgrowth
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o God visited the garden in Gen 3:8; but now He has made His throne in the 

garden—again showing the union between God and the Lamb with a “singular” 

throne (22:3).   

o The redeemed no longer disobey Him, but will serve Him as His servants! 

o More than that, they permanently belong to Him, as His name will be on their 

forehead—a sign of ownership, and 

o Instead of being afraid to see Him and seeking to hide from Him, “They will see 

His face.” 

▪ No more night 

o Indeed, “They will not need the light of a lamp or the light of the sun, for the 

Lord God will give them light (or shine upon them).” 

o Of course, it is rather hard to imagine that the sun, the moon and the starry hosts 

are no more (and what about the galaxies?)—but we need to remember that John 

is describing the heavenly realm in earthly language, and with our God being 

omnipotent and the all-wise Creator God, “what He gives will far exceed what we 

can ask for and hope for.” 

▪ “They” will reign for ever and ever: 

o While some might question who “they” are, the immediate context seems to 

suggest the “servants: 

o Of course, the natural question is: “Who might be there to reign over?” 

▪ We obviously do not have an answer, except that if “they” really refer to 

us, then we shall find out—because since “His servants will serve Him” 

(v.3)—we will not be in heaven simply to sing praises and do nothing 

▪ I always think of in the here and now, we can only use a small portion of 

our brain, and God has already enabled us to achieve amazing inventions 

and discoveries of His created world, what if we can have 100% 

utilization of our brains, and in a perfectly sinless state?  What an exciting 

thought! 

In any case, “Eden” is now more than restored! 

 

III. “Three-peat” Emphases (22: 6-9) 

“6 The angel said to me, “These words are trustworthy and true. The Lord, the God who 

inspires the prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must soon take 

place.” 

7 “Look, I am coming soon! Blessed is the one who keeps the words of the prophecy written 

in this scroll.” 

8 I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I had heard and seen 

them, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who had been showing them to me. 9 

But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow servant with you and with your fellow 

prophets and with all who keep the words of this scroll. Worship God!” 

 

With that, the vision concerning the Holy City comes to an end, and in a way, so does the 

“testimony of Jesus” concerning the “END”—except that three messages are being repeated: 

1) The truthfulness of the prophecies: “These words are trustworthy and true” 

▪ These words have already been emphasized at the beginning of the vision 

of the New Heaven and New Earth by the One seated on the throne (21:5) 
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▪ And now are being repeated here by the angel who’s been showing the 

visions to John, and added that “The Lord, the God who inspires the 

prophets, sent His angel to show His servants the things that must 

soon take place.” 

▪ i.e. the source of these prophecies is the same as all the prophecies in the 

Bible and is the Lord God, and 

▪ these are things “that must soon take place” 

o the trustworthiness and the urgency are both being emphasized 

o indeed, as much as we have a hard time in understanding fully 

some (or many) of the visions, we must take the core messages 

seriously and 

o based on what we have understood, we know indeed these things 

must soon take place. 

2) The soon coming of our Lord 

▪ The urgency and the reality of the prophecies are being affirmed once again, 

apparently by a direct injection of the Lord Himself saying, “Behold, I am 

coming soon.” 

▪ That is we are invited to see—behold—as in to open our eyes to read, to study 

and observe our time.  If we do, we know for sure that He is coming soon! 

▪ And we are not only to read, to study and to observe, but to “keep”.  Perhaps, a 

more practical translation is “to live in light of” our “beholding”! 

 

3) Worship God alone 

Again, just as John fell imperceptibly at the feet of the angel when he was shown the last 

heavenly worship at the punishment of the Great Prostitute and the announcement of the 

Wedding of the Lamb, here John fell down at the angel’s feet to “worship” him which is very 

puzzling indeed. 

▪ Lenski opines that the totality of seeing and hearing all these—which would not only be 

totally awesome, but highly privileged of John (hence the unusual expression of “I, 

John”), plus the added voice of Jesus saying that, “Behold, I am coming soon” might 

have caused John, in  his highly elated and emotional state to confuse the Lord with the 

angel 

▪ In any case, as much as John was absolutely wrong, we might be able to catch a  glimpse 

of the unimaginable “awesomeness” of being taken in the spirit to see and hear, the earth-

shaking events, one after another that would lead to the final consummation God’s plan 

of salvation—the defeat and judgment of Satan and all powers against God, the 

resurrection and the betroth of the saints to Christ at His second coming, and the ushering 

into this New Heaven and New Earth where God’s eternal dwelling with men has become 

a reality—John was reacting more with his emotion than with his mind obviously! 

▪ Nonetheless, the angel is quick to stop and remind him that we can only “Worship God”! 

 

IV. Final Word from the angel—22: 10-11 

“10 Then he told me, “Do not seal up the words of the prophecy of this scroll, because the 

time is near. 11 Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person 

continue to be vile; let the one who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy 

continue to be holy.” 
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▪ These final words from the angel seems to be in direct response to the final words of the 

angel who spoke to Daniel saying, “Go your way, Daniel, because the words are 

closed up and sealed until the time of the END” (Dan. 12:9) 

▪ And with these words to John to “not to seal up the words of the prophecy of this 

book”, the angel is declaring that “the time (i.e. the END) is near.” 

 

V.11 appears to point out one of the marks of the END, and that is: 

“Let the one who does wrong continue to do wrong; let the vile person continue to be vile; 

let the one who does right continue to do right; and let him who is holy continue to be holy.” 

▪ The reality of the End-time is such that people of the world are bent on their ways--as 

evidenced by how they respond to all the plagues 

▪ Of course, it does not mean that we should give up, but given the horrific fate that awaits 

them, we should even be more fervent to share the gospel with them and not be 

discouraged by their disinterest or even hostility toward the gospel 

▪ However, we should not be discouraged, especially not to the point of feeling—“Why 

bother to do good?  Why bother to live a life of purity?  Why not join them?” 

▪ On the contrary, since we know the pressure of conformity and even persecution at the 

End-time, we need to keep ourselves pure—to be worthy of being the blameless Bride of 

the Lamb, without any stain, wrinkle or blemish! (Eph 5:27) 

 

Before, I wrap up the last part of this book with the words of “I Jesus” (22:16), allow me to 

present in summary form my suggested interpretation of the salient events and timeline of the 

visions and messages of the Book of Revelation (from chs. 5-22) 

 

A. Why would I teach on such a difficult book of the Bible? 

I decided to teach this Book of Revelation precisely because it is one of books of the Inspired 

Word of God 

▪ Many times throughout the book of Revelation, these words and testimony of the Lord 

have been emphasized to be true (3:7, 14; 19:9; 21:15: 22:6) 

▪ These are prophecies that “must take place” (1:1; 4:1; 22:6) and its urgency is repeated 

emphasized by the words “near” (1:3; 22:10) or “soon” (1:1; 3:1; 22:6, 7, 12, 20) and 

▪ We are expressed told to read, hear and take to heart these words of prophecy (1:3) 

There is one more reason that, as difficult to understand as many of the visions in this book are, 

there have been unfortunately many interpretations throughout the centuries that 

▪ See these visions as no difference from pagan legends, and often interpret these holy 

visions in light of or tied to pagan mythologies;  

▪ Seek to arouse sensationalism with very poor exegesis or no exegesis, ending with daring 

predictions that have proven to be wrong; or 

▪ In an attempt to differentiate themselves from the above by wanting to be known as 

“intellectual scholars” to the point that many of the messages and visions are water-

downed to almost meaningless ambiguities.  

 

B. Limitations of Understanding 

So, with the confidence that I and the audience will be blessed by our reading and study 

of these words of prophecy, I seek to approach this book based on one of the 

recommendations of Gordon Fee and Douglas Stuart (in their book, How to Read the 
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Bible), recognizing the historical and cultural distance between the author and our time.  

But in the book of Revelation it involves three layers: we have to recognize 

▪ The limitations of John’s vocabulary in describing earthly matters and events that 

shall happen, as it turns out, more than 2 millennia removed from his time; 

▪ The limitations of John’s vocabulary in describing matters and events in the 

heavenly realm, especially in chapters 21-22 concerning the New Heaven and 

New Earth when “time is no more”; and 

▪ Our own limitations in understanding the vocabulary of John which might be 

more immediately recognizable by his immediate audience or readers, but not so 

much by us. 

 

C. My Major Assumption 

I have made one major assumption which I have found not necessarily being adopted by many 

commentators, and even if such is said to be adopted, has not been consistently employed 

throughout their interpretation and that is my belief that 

▪ God is a God of orderliness which is made apparent already in the “beginning” as He 

created the heavens and the earth—the six-day creation shows orderliness and planning 

▪ And thus, there is no reason why He would present visions of the End-time to John in a 

presumably chaotic and random fashion. 

▪ To the contrary, I believe that God is presenting these visions in an orderly fashion, and 

when there is an interruption to this order, He would have made it plain. 

▪ And thus, as I emphasized in the early lessons that by using common sense, we know that 

a scroll in John’s time would only be opened entirely until all seals are opened.  

Therefore the “Seven Seals” are only precursors to the “END” which so happens jibe 

with the words of the Lord in Matthew 24:7-8.  Most commentators appear to be in 

agreement at this point, and yet would lump the plagues of the Seven Seals with those 

that follow. 

 

D. Timeline and Major Events 

****************************************************************************** 

The Seven Seals (Rev. 4-7): Precursors to the Beginning of the “END”—the Great Tribulation. 

 

The Seven Trumpets (Rev. 8-9): Ushering into the Great Tribulations, marked by God’s 

Restraints as expressed by the many “1/3rd”s, 

 

The Great Tribulation:  

▪ It is primarily a time of “judgment” of God to the inhabitants of the earth and is not 

directed against God’s people: 

o With “144,000”(All Israel believers referred to in Roman 11:26)) sealed and 

protected from these harms (Rev.7: 1-8) 

o Whether the rest of the saints will be spared from such harms is not totally clear. 

▪ While the Great Tribulation is primarily marked for the inhabitants of the earth, it is also 

a period of persecution, especially in the hands of the “antichrist”—the Beast 

o This period of persecution by the Beast appears to be a period of 7 “years”, 

divided into two halves of 42 months each: (it might be symbolic, but not likely 

because of the repeated interchangeable use 42 months with 1,260 days and 3 ½ 
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years in Revelation) 

o The 1st Half (42 months): appears to be a period of restraints by the Beast 

offering false peace and some kind of peace treaty, especially with the Jews (and 

perhaps including Christians)—during which time, two witnesses from God would 

be empowered to testify for God (preaching the gospel obviously) and are able to 

perform miracles (Rev. 11)—this is the time likely begun with the trumpet calls 

(see below) 

o The 2nd Half (42 months) see the breach of the “peace treaty” by the Beast with 

relentless persecution of the saints (aided by the delusion of his sidekick, the 

False Prophet) in enforcing the worship of its statue and the “mark of the beast” 

(Rev. 13) 

 

The Seven Bowls (Rev. 15-16): The visions of the Seven Bowls are introduced with the emphasis 

that “with the seven last plagues—last because with them God’s wrath is completed.” 

▪ The seven last plagues end with 

o The introduction and destruction of the Great Prostitute, Babylon the Great (Rev. 

17-18) 

▪ Her identity should not be confused with the “antichrist” in that “the 

Beast and the ten horns…will hate the Prostitute.  They will bring her to 

ruin…” (Rev. 17:16) 

▪ The fact that her ruin will be mourned by the nations (as represented by 

their kings, merchants, sea captains and basically all the inhabitants of 

the earth) which benefited greatly from her speaks to her identity, not so 

much as a person, but as an institution or anti-God, humanistic power that 

has permeated the world since the days of the Tower of Babel (the origin 

of Babylon) 

o The final harvest by the Lord with His heavenly armies (Rev. 19: 11ff) 

▪ Defeating the nations as led by the Beast at the Battle of Armageddon 

(initially begun at the 6th Trumpet with the death of 1/3rd of mankind [Rev. 

9:13ff], and presumably resumed at the 6th Bowl and consummated at the 

time of Harvest—the RETURN of the Lord), and 

▪ The throwing of both the Beast and the False Prophet into the Lake of Fire 

directly (Rev. 19:20) 

 

The Millennium (Rev. 20: 1-10) 

▪ The existence of this “thousand-year” period should not be a question (although there is 

a good number of commentators who are “A-millennialists”.  But whether it is a precise 

number of years or simply a very long period of time is not as important. 

▪ It is during this thousand-year period that 

o Satan will be chained into the abyss 

o Presumably preceded by the 1st resurrection of all the saints (as featured by the 

vision of the  resurrection of  the martyrs “beheaded” during the Great 

Tribulation) 

o Those who are so blessed to be part of the 1st resurrection will reign with Christ 

on earth 
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o OT prophets like Ezekiel (chs. 40ff) and Isaiah (chs. 65, 66) have much to say 

about this period of Christ’s reign together with us on earth. 

▪ This thousand-year period will end (Rev. 20:7ff) with  

o The release of Satan from the abyss as he will lead the nations (which appear to 

be under the reign of Christ and the saints during the 1,000-year period to a final 

battle) 

o They will be soundly defeated with 

▪ Satan being thrown for good into the Lake of Fire, joining the Beast and 

the False Prophet, and 

▪ The resurrection of all the dead to appear before the Judgment Seat of 

God 

The 2nd Coming and 1st Resurrection: 

▪ I purposely shied away from discussing which of the following scenarios would be most 

probably:  Pre? Mid? Or Post-Tribulation? 

▪ Now, as we have gone through the entire book of Revelation, we have come to 

understand that 

o Many saints will still be persecuted and would die in the hands of the Beast (the 

question is: why should we be exempted?) 

o Only the group of “144,000” likely Jewish converts would be preserved during 

the Great Tribulation, and 

o The timing of the vision of  “Wedding of the Lamb” is given at the end of the 7th 

Bowl, just preceding the Final Harvest 

▪ I believe that the Post-Tribulation position is most “probable”. 

 

The Judgment Seat of Christ (Rev. 20: 11ff) 

▪ At the end of the Millennium, all the dead will be raised to face the Judgment of Christ 

▪ The Book of Life determines who are the ones, through faith in Jesus Christ would be 

spared the 2nd death 

▪ The other set of books which contains the deeds of all people would be open 

o So that all would have no excuse for the sins and thus would receive their “wages 

of sin” which is the 2nd death in the Lake of Fire: 

o While the deeds of the saints who have been cleansed and removed by the blood 

of Christ in whom they have put their trust would enter into the eternal presence 

of God in the New Heaven and New Earth! 

 

The New Heaven and New Earth (Rev. 21-22): Marked by 

▪ The former earth and sky (and sea) would pass away 

▪ God’s dwelling is with men 

▪ No more death, mourning, crying or pain 

▪ The Bride is the New Jerusalem—safe, protected, perfect and glorious 

▪ No more sin and wickedness 

▪ The Lord God and all the saints “will reign forever”! (Rev. 22:5) 

 

****************************************************************************** 
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E. The Final Words from Jesus Christ Himself—22: 12-21 

 

It appears that now the Lord Himself is taking over from the angel to conclude the entire Book of 

Revelation as marked by this inclusio 

v. 12: “Behold, I am coming soon…” & 

v.20: “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

 

A. “Prepare to meet your God” (22: 12-15) 

12 “Look, I am coming soon! My reward is with me, and I will give to each person 

according to what they have done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, 

the Beginning and the End. 

14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life 

and may go through the gates into the city. 15 Outside are the dogs, those who practice 

magic arts, the sexually immoral, the murderers, the idolaters and everyone who loves and 

practices falsehood. 

 

The call to prepare to meet Him is unmistakable, echoing the warning by Amos (4:11) with the 

“three-peated” words “I am coming soon.”  Why? 

1) “I am the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and the End” 

o This points not only to He is the Creator but the “author and perfector of our faith” 

(Heb. 12: 2), but the one whose coming will bring both judgment and reward 

o The word for “reward” actually means “what is due”, and so it speaks both to 

“reward” and “judgment” as well. 

2) So, for those “who wash their robes” would refer to the saints as we all have been 

washed in the blood of Christ, not by our own works obviously; 

o The great blessings are reiterated as an encouragement not only for us, but for 

those who might be fence-sitters—if they repent and trust in Jesus, they will enjoy 

eternal life as symbolized by the right to the tree of life, and 

o The eternal dwelling with God as symbolized by the right to enter through the 

gates of the Holy City 

3) And for those who would not wash their robes with the blood of Christ, their destiny is 

emphasized by the use of a term some may find offensive “the dogs” 

o But that speaks to the people of Israel, as they often call the Gentiles “dogs” (a 

symbol of their impurities) due to their self-righteous trust in being the offspring 

of Abraham.  But if they continue to reject their Messiah (the prophesied “Root 

and Offspring of David”), they are the real “dogs” 

o As such, they are prohibited to enter into the Holy City, because they are just like 

the rest of the world—the shorter list again sums up what perhaps are most 

prevalent wicked deeds in the End-time. 

 

B. The attestation 

16 “I, Jesus, have sent my angel to give you[plural] this testimony for the churches. I am the 

Root and the Offspring of David, and the bright Morning Star.” 

▪ While the visions are shown to John through individual angels, the Lord ends the series 

of visions--all to wonderful for us to fully comprehend--with a solemn attestation 
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▪ “I, Jesus”—emphasizes the truthfulness and importance of all these visions as one 

testimony—given directly by the Lord Himself irrespective of which angel He sent—

some with more awesome appearance than others! 

▪ Again, it is not just meant for one church or one generation, but for all churches of all 

times 

▪ Apart from affirming that He is the true Messiah (Root and Offspring of David—which 

is important particularly to Jewish readers), and also reiterates that He is the Morning 

Star which marks the end of the long night and ushers the morning into being 

o Yes, the dark night of sin has been long, but soon it will be over 

o As He is coming soon! 

 

C. The Longing of the Bride: 

17 The Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let the one who hears say, “Come!” Let the 

one who is thirsty come; and let the one who wishes take the free gift of the water of life. 

▪ As the Lord Jesus says, “Behold, I am coming soon!” 

▪ Both the Spirit and the Bride respond with, “Come!”  Why? 

o The Spirit groans with us and identifies with the will (and heart) of God (Romans 

8:26ff) 

o But that is also the deep, deep desire of the Bride—the saints! 

▪ Then there is a final call to repentance for all those who desire their thirst be quenched 

and hunger for eternity to “come” and “drink of the Living Water of Life! 

 

D. A Stern Warning of Unbelief 

18 I warn everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this scroll: If anyone adds 

anything to them, God will add to that person the plagues described in this scroll. 19 And if 

anyone takes words away from this scroll of prophecy, God will take away from that 

person any share in the tree of life and in the Holy City, which are described in this scroll. 

 

The question is: why would there be people who wish to add or subtract from these words of 

prophecy? 

▪ To add: likely by those who are believers and teachers, perhaps 

o Out of a desire to “urge” people to take the 2nd Coming more seriously by 

increasing the urgency and severity of the judgment as if God’s words do not have 

enough force (hence, the many who foretell the exact time and date of the 2nd 

Coming); or 

o They wish to show that they have “secret wisdom” that their unique insights 

would elevate their status in the faith community (hence, Lloyd-Jones’ warning 

that there are preachers who love to preach on End-time prophesies in order to 

draw a crowd) 

o The former obviously has done harm to the name of Christianity as they have to 

repeatedly revise their predictions and the latter continue to mislead undiscerning 

believers to pursue unhealthy and over-zealous study of End-time prophesies. 

▪ To subtract:  

o Likely by those who do not believe in divine predictive prophecies and seek to 

reduce these words as no more than pagan-like mythologies (many have shifted 
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the visions around; some opine that parts are not original to the book; and many 

explain visions based on Ancient mythologies) 

o Some, while respecting these prophecies as divine would try not to interpret it as 

much as possible in a more literal sense, perhaps out of a sense of seeking 

approval among the scholarly—such errors are definitely not as serious as the 

former, but nonetheless would water-down the messages of the book into rather 

irrelevant reading. 

 

I agree with Mounce that the extremely serious consequence is a “a warning…against willful 

distortion of the message.’ (NICNT 409), and is equally applicable to all divinely inspired Word 

as Moses has already warned the people about the Mosaic Law: “Do not add to what I 

command you and do not subtract from it…” (Deut. 4:2) 

 

However, as a teacher of the Word, I agree with Lenski’s quote from Alford that “This is at least 

an awful warning to those who add to it by irrelevant and trifling interpretations” and would end 

with his prayer: “Here and now I fervently pray that, if in any logos I have gone amiss, He may 

pardon me, bring the correction to me, and prevent damage as a result of my error.  I count every 

sentence in Scripture holy, to be touched only sanctified heart and pen.” (Lenksi, 673-4) 

 

20 He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.” 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 

 

With the stern warning, Jesus ends the entire Revelation with the same emphasis to begin this 

pericope: 

▪ That He (Himself) testifies to these things—obviously as faithful and true, and 

▪ “Yes”, “Indeed”, “Surely”—I am not just coming, but soon! 

 

As John responds with his Amen and his prayer, “Come, Lord (marana [Lord]-tha [come]—in 

Aramaic), Jesus.” 

▪ I wonder if we would respond with the same? 

o Out of an intense desire to see the Lord he misses very much? 

o Out of a desire to see the end of the deception, wickedness and evil in the world? 

o Out of a desire to see an end to death, pain and sorrow? 

o Out of a desire to see God glorified? 

 

21 The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen! 


