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I. Introduction 
 
As you might recall that before the pouring of the “seven last plagues—last because with them 
God’s wrath is completed” (Rev. 15:1), John was shown three angels flying in midair 

- Rev. 14: 6: The first one with the “eternal gospel…to every nation”—which, we believe 
is to confirm our Lord’s  remark that “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 
in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the END will come” 
(Matthew 24: 14) 

- Rev. 14: 8: The second followed with the announcement: “Fallen. Fallen the Babylon 
the Great”; and 

- Rev. 14: 9: The third followed with the announcement of the judgment of all who 
worshipped and submitted to the Beast that they “will drink of the wine of God’s fury 
which will be poured full strength into the cup of His wrath” (14:10), ending with the 
Final harvest by the “Son of Man” and His angels (14: 14-20) 

 
The “Last Plagues” ended with 

- The 6th plague is the gathering of “the kings of the whole world”, incited by the evil 
spirits that came out of the mouths of the dragon, the beast and the false prophet “to the 
place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon” (16:16), but no mention was made about 
its outcome; and 

- The 7th plague that dealt with the Fall of Babylon the Great, again with little details, but a 
fuller picture is being shown in chapters 17 & 18 (which we studied last time). 

 
Now, the only “loose end” is the details of the Final Harvest as to how the Battle of Armageddon 
ends and also the fate of the three “unholy trinity”—these are the subjects being dealt with in the 
visions shown to John described here in chapters 19-20. 
 

II. Prelude to the END—19: 1-10 
 
As was the pattern that marks each of the previous significant events with an interlude of some 
kind, here, this final END of human history as we know it is preceded by: 

▪ Heavenly choruses (vv. 1-5), and 
▪ Announcement of the Wedding Banquet of the Lamb (vv. 6-10) 

o Each with its significance 
 
Heavenly Choruses—vv. 1-5 
 

(1) The Great Multitude 
“After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: 

‘Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 

for true and just are His judgments. 
He has condemned the great prostitute 

who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. 
He has avenged on her— the blood of His servants.’ 

3 And again they shouted: 
‘Hallelujah! 

The smoke from her goes up for ever and ever.’” 
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This praise comes from the “great multitude” and that is fitting, because they are the saints who 
have been suffering from the “great prostitute” –the anti-God, humanistic spirit which existed at 
least from the time of the Tower of Babel after the first universal judgment (the flood) and many 
of them—“saints, and apostles and prophets’ had been martyred in her hand.  

▪ Now they rejoice as their blood has been “avenged” 
▪ But more than that such a judgment is “true and just”, demonstrating 

o Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, 
o Because in spite of her corrupting the earth by her adulteries 

▪ There is still a “great multitudes that no one could count from every 
nation, tribe, people and tongue”  having been saved by the Lamb, 
“wearing white robes” and they exclaimed (back in chapter 7) that 
“salvation belongs to our God.” (7: 9-10) 

▪ Now, at the judgment of the “great prostitute”, their praise couldn’t be 
more exuberant, ending with a heartfelt “Hallelujah!” 

 
(2) The 24 Elders and the Four Living Ones 

“4 The twenty-four elders and the four living creatures fell down and worshiped God, who 
was seated on the throne. And they cried: 

“Amen, Hallelujah!” 
 
So fittingly, the 24 elders and the four Living Ones join in 

▪ In falling down to worship God who was on the throne 
▪ And echoed “Amen, Hallelujah!” 

 
As you remember, they have been the ones “initiating” or “leading” the worship: in most of the 
heavenly scenes, and now it appears that that role comes to a completion, as this is the last time, 
as far as the visions are concerned, that they appear. 
 

(3) A voice from the throne then says, 
“5Praise our God, 

all you His servants, 
you who fear him, 

both great and small!” 
 
As the “great multitude” in heaven has initiated the praise which is echoed by the 24 elders and 
the four Living Ones, a voice from the throne (not likely from God or the Lamb) calls on the rest 
of God’s servants, most likely the church on earth (as most commentators opine) to join in, 
irrespective of how the world sees us (or we see ourselves), as great or small: 

▪ We are all equal before God, and 
▪ We are all recipients of this amazing salvation—so fittingly we are called to join in! 

 
The Wedding Banquet of the Lamb—vv. 6-8 
 
“6 Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and 
like loud peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! 
For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

7 Let us rejoice and be glad 
and give Him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 
and His bride has made herself ready. 

8 Fine linen, bright and clean, 
was given her to wear.” 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of the saints.) 
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This is, of course, a continuation of the heavenly choruses, except that it is framed as an 
important announcement—the coming of the “wedding of the Lamb”: 

▪ First, although it also sounded like coming from the “great multitude”, the roaring sound 
of rushing water and peals of thunder previously came with angelic appearances (8:5); 
this  suggests that all angelic beings at this point join in to announce this great wedding 

▪ Second, the call to praise leads a call to “rejoice and be glad” which befits this most 
joyous occasion of the “wedding of the Lamb”. 

 
As much as we, for some reason, are quite familiar to this term, the “wedding of the Lamb”, it 
really deserves further reflections. 
 
There are many analogies that God can use to picture our salvation, one of which could be the 
return of the prodigal son s used by our Lord in Luke 15.  As our Lord God Almighty reigns, and 
the Lord comes to take us home to heaven, it is a befitting home-coming banquet to be thrown 
by our Heavenly Father.  But that does not present fully a picture of our salvation through the 
sacrifice of the Son of God.  And, as precious as Fatherly love is, the most intimate love remains 
that of a marriage. 
 
Thus, even in the Old Testament, God uses the metaphor of marriage to express His intense love 
for His people: 

“I will betroth you to me forever; I will betroth you in righteousness and justice, in love 
and compassion.” (Hosea 2: 19) 

“For your Maker is your husband…The Lord will call you back as if you were a wife 
deserted and distressed in spirit—a wife who married young, only to be rejected,” says 

your God.” (Isaiah 54: 5-7) 
 
“The same symbolism runs throughout the NT. Matt. 22:2ff compares the kingdom of heaven 
to a king who gave a marriage feast for his son.  Paul portrays the relationship of Christ and 
His church in terms of the intimacy of marriage (Eph 5:32)” (Mounce, 347) 
 
Lenski rightly reminds us that the imagery of this wedding follows the old custom of Israel in 
that the wedding ceremony (yamos) cannot be separated from banquet itself (deipnon): 
“First came the betrothal which was made public between the two families concerned.  This 
made the two participants in the betrothal legally husband and wife; no priest or official was 
needed, the families and their heads sufficed.  The betrothal was followed by an interval until 
the day when the groom led a festal procession to his bride’s home, where she too, had made 
herself ready, and brought her to his own home where festivities began and continued for a 
week, perhaps even longer.” (Lenski, 541) 
 
This is the custom setting of the “wedding of the Lamb” in which the Lamb’s wedding starts 
with His Parousia (coming); He comes to take His bride home for the heavenly feast and 
celebration. The difference is, in the case of this heavenly wedding, “the bride and the guests 
are identical” (Lenski, 542) 
 
Most commentators appear to opine that this is the eternal festivities that “follows the 
millennium” (Mounce, 34&), while some think that this is a “millennium affair”. 
 
In any case, to describe the consummation of our salvation as a marriage of the church as the 
bride to her groom, Christ, is utterly amazing.  How on earth are we qualified or worthy to be 
taken as Christ’s bride?  But, the heavenly chorus points out that: “and His bride has made 
herself ready. 8 Fine linen, bright and clean, was given her to wear. (Fine linen stands for 
the righteous acts of the saints.)” (vv. 7-8) 
Of course, much is being debated about the meaning of “the righteous acts of the saints”.  
However, this is clearly pointed out the this fine linen is “given” to us, not as a result of our own 
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righteous acts, but rather “IS” our righteous acts and Paul has already explained to us how we 
will be made ready for this betrothal and wedding in Ephesians 5 
“Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave Himself up for her to 
make her holy, cleansing her by the washing with water through the word, and to present 
her to Himself as a radiant church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy 
and blameless.” (5: 25-27) 
 
No amount of good works could make us ready, it is through and through the work of Christ.  It 
is the continuing cleansing by Christ through His Word that will make us ready and worthy to be 
presented to Him as His beloved. 
 
And with this “Pre-Announcement” of what to come, John is ushered into the vision of how the 
Battle of Armageddon—the final battle, incited by the evil spirits of the dragon, the beast 
(Antichrist) and the false prophet to gather all the kings of the earth to wage war against the 
saints and the Lamb—will end, as a harvest of the fury of the wrath of God. 
 
But before that, there is an interesting exchange between John and the angel who conveys the 
message to him: 
 
Reiteration of the truthfulness of the Revelation: 
9 Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding 
supper of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.”  
10 At this I fell at his feet to worship him. But he said to me, “Don’t do that! I am a fellow 
servant with you and with your brothers who hold to the testimony of Jesus. Worship God!  
For it is the Spirit of prophecy who bears testimony to Jesus.” 
 
Although it is absolutely true that all the visions and messages throughout the book of Revelation 
are true, grammatically it seems that “These are the true words of God” are directed at the 
prophecy of the wedding of the Lamb. 
 
It is also noteworthy that while John has been addressed by many angels in the last 18 chapters, 
this angel with these words evokes such awe in John that he could not help but felt at his feet to 
worship him—he should have known better!  Right? 
 

▪ For one, this scene of joy and gladness is in stark contrast to the weeping of John in the 
beginning as he lamented that no one could open the seals of the scroll.   

▪ Furthermore, what followed have been scene after scene of horrific judgments and the 
persecution of the saints.  At last, what he had been told about the Parousia now is a 
reality consummated by the wedding of Lamb of which he is a part.   

One can imagine the relief, and indeed elation that is being evoked in his spirit.  Thus, he could 
not contain his joy, and imperceptibly felt the need to prostrate in worship, which is really meant 
for God, but he thought it was okay to express his adoration through this messenger, the angel. 
 
That really was shocking to the angle who cried out immediately, “Don’t” or “Oh, no!” So, it is 
an extremely important message to all of us that no one, no icon, nothing could we kneel before, 
even if our worship is meant ultimately for God! 
 
And in reiterating that this and all prophecies are truly the Word of God, the angel basically 
reminds us that “all prophecies are the Word of God conveyed by the Holy Spirit and 
completely fulfilled in the person (testimony) of Jesus Christ.” 
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III. The Final Harvest (Battle of Armageddon)—19: 11-18 
“11 I saw heaven standing open and there before me was a white horse, whose rider is 
called Faithful and True. With justice He judges and wages war. 12 His eyes are like 
blazing fire, and on his head are many crowns. He has a name written on him that no one 
knows but He himself. 13 He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood, and His name is the 
Word of God. 14 The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. 15 Coming out of his mouth is a sharp sword with 
which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them with an iron scepter.” He treads the 
winepress of the fury of the wrath of God Almighty. 16 On His robe and on His thigh He 
has this name written: King of kings and Lord of lords. 
 
17 And I saw an angel standing in the sun, who cried in a loud voice to all the birds flying 
in midair, “Come, gather together for the great supper of God, 18 so that you may eat the 
flesh of kings, generals, and the mighty, of horses and their riders, and the flesh of all 
people, free and slave, great and small.” 
 
As we have been considering the prophecies of Daniel which depict the ultimate destruction of 
the world powers by “a rock cut out not by human hands” (Dan. 2:45) ending with a clear 
vision of the “Son of Man coming with the clouds of heaven”: to defeat the boastful horn, to 
slain the beast and to establish His everlasting dominion (Dan. 7: 11ff)., we now are given a 
more precise picture of how all this would come about. 
 
Allow me to remind you of the background of this Battle: 

▪ First with, the 6th Bowl of Wrath: “The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great 
river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings from 
the East. Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the 
mouth of the dragon, out of the mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet. They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the kings of 
the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God 
Almighty…Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is 
called Armageddon.” (16: 12-16) 

▪ Then, with these words, the outcome of this Battle is depicted as the harvesting of the 
fury of the wrath of God, after the images of the three flying angels: “I looked, and 
there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a son of 
man with a crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. Then another 
angel came out of the temple and called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the 
cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap has come, for the 
harvest of the earth is ripe.” So He who was seated on the cloud swung His sickle 
over the earth, and the earth was harvested. 

▪ Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. Still 
another angel, who had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud 
voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take your sharp sickle and gather the 
clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” The angel 
swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great 
winepress of God’s wrath. They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, 
and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a distance 
of 1,600 stadia.” (14: 14-20) 

 
Here, these images are being merged into one. 

▪ The Rider—is clearly the Son of Man affirmed by 
o His appearance: “ 

• “His eyes are like blazing fire” (v.12)—such is His description back in 
1:14; 
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• “on his head are many crowns.”—only Christ would fit such a 
description as the “King of kings and Lord of lords” 

o His names: it is interesting to note that just like He wears many crowns (symbols 
of His victories), He has many names too 

• “Faithful and True”: this refers to Christ as the “Faithful and True 
Witness” (3:14) 

• Faithful in that as He has testified to the truthfulness of God on 
earth and remained faithful till death! 

• Now, in His Parousia, He fulfills His promise to those whom He 
has promised eternal life, and He also fulfills His promise of 
judgment to those who reject His testimony. 

• “has a name written on him that no one knows but He Himself” 
• The question is: “Who might be the one who wrote (or inscribed) 

this name on Him?  Someone must have! 
• The logical answer is: the Father.  Thus this name expresses the 

most intimate of the Union between the Father and the Son and no 
one needs to know, except He and the Father—a name that belongs 
to no one, except the Beloved Son! 

• “On His robe and on His thigh He has this name written: King of 
kings and Lord of lords.” 

• As the conquering hero, this name proclaims not who He is, but 
demands the submission of all, including all these enemies who 
gather here to oppose Him 

• This name itself should send His enemies trembling and fleeing in 
fear—the outcome of the battle is not in doubt! 

o His Judgment: 
• With justice He judges and wages war—throughout the judgments 

expressed in the seven seals, the seven trumpets and the seven bowls of 
wrath, it is repeatedly mentioned by the heavenly crowds that all these are 
“just and true” (15:13; 16:7; 19:2).  Given the persistent non-repentance of 
the world, this final act of judgment is certainly just! 

• He is dressed in a robe dipped in blood—this is a quote from the 
prophecy in Isaiah 63: 3-6: “I trampled them in my anger and trod 
them down in my wrath; their blood spattered my garments, and I 
stained all my clothing. It was for me the day of vengeance…I 
trampled the nations in my anger; in my wrath I made them drunk 
and poured their blood on the ground.” 

• The armies of heaven were following him, riding on white horses and 
dressed in fine linen, white and clean. Coming out of His mouth is a 
sharp sword with which to strike down the nations. “He will rule them 
with an iron scepter. He treads the winepress of the fury of the wrath 
of God Almighty,” 

• In chapter 14, it pictures another angel swinging the sickle and 
“gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress 
of God’s wrath”.  It appears that the armies of heaven that are 
carrying out the order of Christ to kill the enemies (the gathering of 
them into the winepress, so to speak) for Him to trample 

• The sharp sword of His mouth likely refers to the giving out of this 
order to the angel—“He spoke and it came to be” (Ps. 33:9) 

 
▪ The Result— 

19 Then I saw the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to 
wage war against the rider on the horse and His army. 20 But the beast was captured, and 
with it the false prophet who had performed the signs on its behalf. With these signs he had 
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deluded those who had received the mark of the beast and worshiped its image. The two of 
them were thrown alive into the fiery lake of burning sulfur. 21 The rest were killed with 
the sword coming out of the mouth of the rider on the horse, and all the birds gorged 
themselves on their flesh.” 

o The earthly armies so gathered by the evil spirits are all killed “with the sword 
coming out of the mouth of the rider on the horse”—which, as I said, might be the 
result of Christ’s giving out His order to the heavenly armies 

o The reference to the birds gorging their flesh points to how base their 
wickedness is, even their dead corpses will not be spared of a decent burial! 

o The Beast and his false prophet are both captured 
o And, unlike those whom they deceive, they are thrown into the eternal lake of 

fire right away 
o The word “alive” deepens the horrific judgment they will face! 

 
IV. The Judgment of Satan and the Dead, and the Resurrection of the Saints (Ch.20) 

 
Introduction: 
 
This chapter can be divided into three parts 

1. The End of Satan 
Part (1): Chaining of Satan (vv. 1-3) 
Part (2): The Eternal Judgment of Satan (vv. 7-10 

2. The 1st Resurrection and the Millennium Reign of the Saints (vv. 4-6) 
3. The Judgment of the Dead—Eternal Death (vv. 11-15) 

 
1.a. The Capture and Chaining of Satan 

“And I saw an angel coming down out of heaven, having the key to the Abyss and holding 
in his hand a great chain. 2 He seized the dragon, that ancient serpent, who is the devil, or 
Satan, and bound him for a thousand years. 3 He threw him into the Abyss, and locked and 
sealed it over him, to keep him from deceiving the nations anymore until the thousand 
years were ended. After that, he must be set free for a short time. 
 
It appears that while Satan was engineering the Battle of Armageddon against the Lamb and the 
saints, he was taking a behind-the-scene role while lending his power to the Beast and the false 
prophet which together with the huge armies of the kings of the whole earth would still be no 
match for King of kings and Lord of lords and His heavenly armies.  While the human armies are 
killed and the Beast and the false prophet are immediately thrown into the fiery lake of burning 
sulfur (hell itself), Satan did not suffer any harm right away.  But still, he has to face the 
inevitable—his defeat 

- However, he would be chained and bound in the Abyss for a time, or a thousand years to 
be exact.  The reasons given seem to be of two folds 

a) He could not deceive the nations, i.e. the inhabitants of the earth, likely referring 
to those not being part of the huge armies that were engaged in the Battle of 
Armageddon, and 

b) After that, he would be set free again for a short time which as we shall find out 
later, would eventually lead to his eternal end! 

This is noteworthy that once again Satan is described with the utmost contempt with these words 
-  that ancient serpent—once again, reminding us that he was responsible for leading 

Adam and Eve, and thus the entire human race to rebel against God—all the woes that 
have arisen out of human sins ultimately are the responsibilities of this ancient serpent! 

- who is the devil (diabolos)—which means “slanderer” who makes it his job to “accuse 
the brothers (saints) before God day and night.” (Rev. 12:10) 

- Satan—it is a transliteration of a Hebrew word which means “adversary” who is 
determined to oppose God Almighty seeking to become His equal! 
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We shall attempt to understand why God would set aside this “Millennium” shortly, but for now, 
let’s focus on the fate of Satan after this “thousand-year” period. 
 

1.b The Eternal Judgment of Satan (vv.7-10) 
 “When the thousand years are over, Satan will be released from his prison 8 and will go 
out to deceive the nations in the four corners of the earth—Gog and Magog—and to gather 
them for battle. In number they are like the sand on the seashore. 9 They marched across 
the breadth of the earth and surrounded the camp of the saints, the city He loves. But fire 
came down from heaven and devoured them. 10 And the devil, who deceived them, was 
thrown into the lake of burning sulfur, where the beast and the false prophet had been 
thrown. They will be tormented day and night for ever and ever.” 
 
It appears that during this “thousand-year” period, the nations on earth are protected from the 
deception of Satan, but at the end of this period, when Satan is being released from his prison 
(the Abyss, as a result, can be understood as the temporary prison for the evil spirits), the nations 
(the survivors after the Battle of Armageddon) have not truly repented at all and would 
immediately re-pledge their allegiance to Satan. 
 
This last deception is certainly widespread—four corners of the earth—and in number they are 
like the sand on the seashore—likely far outnumber that of the Battle of Armageddon. 
 
The mentioning of “Gog and Magog” requires a bit of explanation: 

- It clearly refers to the prophecy of Ezekiel 38-39 which Mounce points out is the battle 
prophesied about the period which “follows” the Messianic kingdom (and is likewise the 
case here in Revelation) 

- While Ezekiel points out that Magog is a territory located in “the far north”, most 
commentators point out that there is no credible evidence that either Gog or Magog has 
anything to do with Russia or Moscow. 

- Whoever or whichever Gog and Magog are, likely they would become the leaders 
representing this last rebellion. 

- Their attack is focused on the City that God loves—the camp of the saints—if you read 
Ezekiel 38-39, you will gain an understanding of the safety and blessings that the people 
of God enjoy during the Millennium which Gog and Magog seek to destroy and also the 
fate of their attack on the saints (which might have a bit of resemblance to the Battle of 
Armageddon, but the overall prophecy definitely refers to this post-millennium battle.) 

 
Now, with this last-ditch attempt to overthrow YHWY and His people, Satan will face his final 
judgment—being thrown into the lake of burning sulfur—hell, fittingly ending in the same place 
and with the same fate of his two agents—the beast and the false prophet!  We might not fully 
understand what a place hell is, but the description that “They will be tormented day and night 
for ever and ever” is enough for us to understand why Jesus could come and die for us, lest we 
end up with the same destiny “into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels” 
(Matthew 25:41) 
 

2. The 1st Resurrection and the Millennium Reign of the Saints (vv. 4-6) 
 
Allow me to preface this section by pointing out that the mentioning of this “Thousand-year” 
period is unmistakably clear 

•  We may debate whether it is in fact a period of a thousand years or simply a very 
long period of time 

• This period has to be factual and thus we need to probe into God’s purpose(s) for 
setting aside such a period of time when for all intents and purposes, all His 
prophecies have come to be fulfilled, His purpose of saving all humankind is 
accomplished and all His enemies are defeated. 
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Also, as you might be aware, from the time of Augustine onward, the interpretation of this 
“Millennium” is not only one of the most controversial subjects of the Bible, but also one of the 
most divisive that has led to many less-than-charitable name calling.  As Morris reminds us, “It 
is necessary to approach this chapter with humility and charity” (TNTC, Revelation, 227) 
 
Allow me to further quote from Morris the most prevalent three schools of interpretation about 
Millennium as follows: 

(1) Pre-millennialists hold that at Christ’s return the Christian dead will be raised, and 
believers still living on earth will be caught up to meet Him in the air (I Thes. 4:17).  
They will reign on earth with Christ for 1,000 years (the millennium).  After this Satan 
will be released for a time.  This short period will be followed by the raising of the rest of 
the dead.  In this way there is an explanation of the two resurrections.   

(2) Post-millennialists differ in seeing the return of Christ as taking place after the 
millennium.  Sometime they see the millennium as standing for the triumph of the gospel 
in this present age, sometimes as a literal 1,000 years at the end of time. 

(3) A-millennialists hold that there is no literal millennium; the 1,000 year period is 
symbolical.  It stands for the whole time between the life of Jesus on earth and His 
second coming.  They usually see the first resurrection as the new birth of the believer, 
his rising from the death of sin. 

 
Like, Mounce, my interpretation does follow the Pre-millennial position with quite a bit of 
difference in some of the fine points (NICNT, Revelation, 364).  As I seek to understand the 
entire book of Revelation based on my belief that God is indeed a God of order and thus even as 
hard to understand as some of visions are, unless otherwise plainly stated, I would interpret as 
much as possible based on a chronological order and the patterns made obvious throughout the 
book. I have found that such an approach has helped me gain quite a bit of clarity in 
understanding the End-time, including the Millennium which, in my opinion, gibes with the 
prophetic words in other parts of the Scripture. 
 
“4 I saw thrones on which were seated those who had been given authority to judge. And I 
saw the souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about Jesus and 
because of the word of God. They[or I also saw those] had not worshiped the beast or its 
image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands. They came to life 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. 5 (The rest of the dead did not come to life until 
the thousand years were ended.) This is the first resurrection. 6 Blessed and holy are those 
who share in the first resurrection. The second death has no power over them, but they will 
be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with him for a thousand years.” 
 
This vision follows the defeat of the beast and the false prophet and their allies in the Battle of 
Armageddon in the hands of our Lord Jesus and His heavenly armies who descend from heaven.  
So while there is no mention of where the “thrones” are being set up, I would safely assume that 
the scene remains on earth (because all previous scenes in heaven have invariably been clearly 
pointed out). 
 
The fact that the number of thrones is not even mentioned, one can also safely assume that we 
are dealing thrones too many to count (and of course, thrones are simply symbols of kingship.) 
 
Q. Who then are those who are seated on the thrones and what might their purpose be? 
V.4 makes it rather clear that 

▪ They are: “souls of those who had been beheaded because of their testimony about 
Jesus and because of the word of God. They (I saw also those) had not worshiped the 
beast or its image and had not received its mark on their foreheads or their hands.” 
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▪ Their purpose is to “judge” , to be “priests of God” and to “reign with Christ a 
thousand years.” 

 
There are many opinions as to why they are called “souls” and whether they have bodies or not 

▪ In my opinion, this particular vision is a clear answer to the cry of the “souls under the 
altar” when the 5th seal is opened asking, “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true 
until you judge the inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood…they were told to 
wait a little longer until the number of their fellow servants and brothers were to be 
killed as they had been was completed.” (6: 10-11) 

▪ So, the use of the word “souls” should not be stretched to convey any other meanings 
than these are the martyred saints. 

▪ As these “souls” in the 5th seal were not those who lived through the Great Tribulation, 
the vision in chapter 20 should not be confined to those martyrs during the Great 
Tribulation, but all who die because of their faith and testimony about Jesus throughout 
history. 

▪ In fact these beheaded martyrs do not only represent all martyrs in history, but also all 
who will take part in the first resurrection, because other parts of Scripture have made it 
plain: 

 
“(U)ntil the Ancient of Days came and pronounced judgment in favor of the saints of the 
Most High, and the time came when they possessed the kingdom.” (Daniel 7:22) 
 
“Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man sits 
on His glorious throne, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging 
the twelve tribes of Israel.’” (Matthew 19:28) 
 
“Or do you not know that the Lord’s people will judge the world?” (I Cor. 6:2) 
 
“Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, 
we will also reign with him.” (2 Tim. 2: 11-12) 
 
“To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I was 
victorious and sat down with my Father on his throne.” (Rev. 3:21) 
 
So, it appears that while the martyrs are the one seen by John in the vision, they represent all the 
saints, who will join them not only in reigning with Christ during this period of Millennium, but 
together all will be part of the 1st resurrection while “the rest of the dead” (referring to the 
unsaved) will have no part in this blessed resurrection.  This of course recalls also the words of 
the Apostle Paul: 
“Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— in a flash, in 
the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be 
raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe itself with the 
imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed with 
the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come 
true: “Death has been swallowed up in victory.”  “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O 
death, is your sting?” The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. But thanks 
be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Cor. 15: 51-57) 
 
“For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice 
of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. 
After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the 
clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.” (I Thess. 4: 16-
17) 
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Although, the 1st resurrection does not necessarily follow immediately after the Last Trumpet but 
rather, as the plagues in Revelation show us, it is a process, nonetheless, at the beginning of the 
Millennium, it appears that all saints who die in the Lord will “come to life” and “reign with 
Him” (some take issue with the verb for “came to life”, but  it is the same verb in 2:8 to describe 
Christ who “died and came to life again.” 
 

3. The Judgment of the Dead—Eternal Death (vv. 11-15) 
“Then I saw a great white throne and Him who was seated on it. The earth and the sky fled 
from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, 
standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the 
book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the 
books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead 
that were in them, and each person was judged according to what they had done. 14 Then 
death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 
Anyone whose name was not found written in the book of life was thrown into the lake of 
fire.” 
 
After Satan was released at the end of the Millennium and defeated, he was thrown into the lake 
of fire prepared for him and his angels.  Now all the dead will be raised as well and they will face 
the judgment of their Creator. 
 

▪ God’s seat of Judgment: 
o It is described as a “Great White Throne” 

▪ Great because He is the Almighty God, the greatest of all. 
▪ White, together with Great, would stand for His complete holiness and 

righteousness! 
▪ Thus as severe as His judgment might be, it is absolutely just! 

o Before His presence, the earth and the sky fled 
▪ As John explains, “There was no place for them” 
▪ Because all things material, whether earth or sky have been stained by 

human sin, and in God’s presence, there is simply no place for anything 
sinful 

▪ In chapter 21, we are told that they will be replaced by “a new heaven and 
a new earth.” (21:1) 

▪ ,Two sets of books 
o God’s judgment is fair, the dead are all judged “according to what they had 

done” (v.13)\ 
o It appears that they are really two sets of book 

▪ One set is the Book of Life in which are written the names of the saints 
which  

• Moses has alluded to in Exodus 32:32 and mentioned also by the 
Psalmist in 69:28 

• Paul mentions that his name and those of his co-workers are in the 
Book of Life (Ph. 4:3), and 

• In Revelation itself, whether one’s name is in the Book of Life 
determines if one belongs to God, and it is made clearer here with 
these words: “Anyone whose name was not found written in the 
book of life was thrown into the lake of fire.” (v.15) 

▪ The other ones appear to be for those whose names are not in the Book of 
Life and with the record of their deeds 

• Their eternal judgment is proved to be just! 
• “If the second resurrection is of the wicked only, then the judgment 

is of those who will in fact be consigned to the lake of fire.” 
(TNCT, Revelation, 376)  
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▪ The universal judgment that no one can avoid is highlighted by these words: “The sea 
gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in 
them,”—i.e. no place to hide! 

▪ Even death is being sentenced: “Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of 
fire.”—this is a way to say that there is no more need of Hades, because there will not be 
any death from now on! 

▪  
My take on the two sets of books: 
Since Jesus says, “Very truly I tell you, whoever hears my word and believes Him who 
sent me has eternal life and will not be judged but has crossed over from death to life… 
Do not be amazed at this; for a time is coming when all who are in the tombs will hear 
His voice, and will come out: those who did the good deeds to a resurrection of life, 
those who committed the bad deeds to a resurrection of judgment.,” (John 5:24, 27-28) 
 
 I believe that the Great White Throne is for the judgment of all the ungodly.  The Book of 
Life is displayed before them to show them that their names are not in it, and with the deeds 
of their lives recorded in the other set of books, they are left with no defense for their 
condemnation to the eternal lake of fire.  In contrast to the 1st resurrection which is all about 
blessedness, this section is entirely about condemnation. 
 
Those whose names are in the Book of Life, likely receive their rewards according to their 
deeds at their reign with Christ during the Millennium, and the full blessedness still awaits 
them in the New Jerusalem which we shall look at in chapters 21-22. 
 


