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Week 3  Day 22 - 28   

 

I. Invocation and Adoration: 

“O Lord Jesus Christ, I long to live in your presence to see your human form and to 

watch you walking on earth.  I do not want to see you through the darkened glass of 

tradition, nor through the eyes of today’s value and prejudices.  I want to see you as 

you were, as you are, and as you always will be.  I want to see you as an offense to 

human pride, as a man of humility, walking amongst the lowliest of men, and yet as 

the Savior and Redeemer of the human race” Amen.” (Soren Kieregaard) 

 

Adoration through reflecting on the Names (or Descriptions) of Jesus Christ 

We encourage you to choose one of the names (or descriptions) of Jesus Christ below 

to reflect on His majesty, goodness and/or grace and translate into a prayer of 

adoration. 

 

- The Word became flesh (John 1:14) 

- The Son of Man  (Mark 10:45) 

- The Lamb of God (John 1:29) 

- God’s beloved Son (Mat.3:17) 

 

II. Confession 

Pause now and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

 

III. Thanksgiving 

List, one by one, things for which you should give thanks. 



IV. Scriptural Reflection:  

Day 22   Revelation 13:1-10 

The vision of the hurling down of the dragon (Satan) to the earth continues with his waging 

war against the offspring of the woman, the followers of Jesus (12:17), with the dragon 

standing on the shore of the sea “as if to summon his henchmen from its troubled waters” to 

do his bidding (NICNT, 243): 

The Beast from the Sea — 13:1-10 — since in Daniel, beasts are used to symbolize world 

powers that would rise, to assume the same symbolic meaning in John’s vision seems 

logical, especially in light of some very similar appearances of the beasts (see Daniel 7) 

(1) What does the beast of ten horns, seven heads and ten crown symbolize when it comes 

to world powers? 

(2) What does the combination of the look of a leopard, the feet of a bear and the mouth of 

a lion symbolize about this likely bloc or united empire of world powers? 

(3) Where does its enormous power come from? (v. 2) 

(4) A fatal wound (vv. 3-4) 

a. What might a fatal wound suffered by one of its head symbolize? 

b. What does the miraculous healing of this head lead to?  Why? 

c. In addition to being followed, it is worshipped as well: can you think of any 

world leader past or present being elevated almost to a godlike status by the 

people? 

(5) The temporal victory of the beast (vv. 5-10) 

a. How long is the beast allowed to exercise its power and authority? (v. 5; see11: 

1-2; 12:6) 

b. How arrogant is this beast? (vv. 5-6) 

c. It conquers the whole world (vv. 7-8) 

i. How will all the inhabitants of the world respond to its conquest? 

ii. Although the saints will be conquered too, do you think they would worship 

the beast? 

iii. Is such a trial inevitable? (v. 10a) 

iv. How should they prepare themselves to face this tribulation? (v. 10b) 

(6) Most of us do not or have not yet had to face as severe a tribulation, how might the call 

for patient endurance and faithfulness apply to our situation today? 

(7) What is the message to you today?  How may you apply it to your life? 

 



V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 22   Patient Endurance 

“This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints.” 

(Revelation 13:10) 

 The beasts in the vision in Daniel 7 bear many similarities to the beasts in Revelation 

13.  The angel explains to Daniel that these beasts symbolize the world powers that are to 

rise and will eventually lead to the conquest of the saints (Daniel 7:21).  Therefore, it is 

only logical to adopt the approach to the interpretation of the symbolism being used in 

Revelation 13. 

 While based on the limited information in Revelation 13, it may not be too helpful to 

speculate who these world powers are that appear to form a bloc, not only to conquer the 

world, but the saints, it is quite obvious that the saints will be persecuted during this period 

of time with some being taken captive, some killed by the sword (13:10). 

 While the message is one of inevitability, it is also one of hope. 

- It is inevitable, as the Apostle Paul puts it, “In fact, everyone who wants to live a godly 

life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted” (2 Timothy 3:12).  If such is the case in ordinary 

times, it will be more so during the time of the Great Tribulation as Satan knows that 

“his time is short” (12:12); 

- But it is also a time of hope in that such a time of tribulation has been limited by God to 

“42 months” (13:5), and He has heard the cry of the martyrs (6:9ff) and will come and 

judge the world and Satan without delay (10:6) 

In the meantime, the saints are called to have patient endurance and faithfulness 

(13:10).  As hard as it is, the author of Hebrews, after citing many martyrs in the past, 

encourages us to “run with perseverance the race marked out for us, fixing our eyes on 

Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before Him He endured the cross, 

scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. Consider Him who 

endured such opposition from sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart.” 

Hebrews 12:2-3) 

 

Day 23    Revelation 13:11-18 

The Beast from the Earth — 13:11-18 — this appears to be the henchman of the first beast: 

(1) Where does this beast come from? (v. 11; see note below) 

(2) What does the appearance of a lamb suggest?  



(3) What does the speech of a dragon symbolize? 

(4) What is its role in relation to the first beast? (v. 12) 

(5) How is he able to deceive the inhabitants of the earth? (vv. 13-14a) 

(6) The deception (vv. 14b- 15) 

a. Why would he erect an image for the first beast? (v. 14b) 

b. How will the 1st and 2nd centuries’ readers in Rome react to this vision? 

c. How different will this statues/idol be from the statues of the Roman emperors of 

the time? (v. 15a) 

d. What same fate awaits those who refuse to worship Emperors’ statues? (v. 15b) 

(7) The 666 Mark (vv. 16-18) 

a. A mark is to be put on everyone: where will the mark be put? (v. 16) 

b. How might it be done based on today’s technology? 

c. If all daily purchases can only be done with the scanning of the mark, what will 

happen to those who refuse to bear such a mark? 

d. The mark has to do with the name of the beast (vv. 17-18); throughout the last 

2,000 years, many seek to be the wise and come up with many speculated answer 

to the name that makes up the number 666.  I personally believe that when such a 

character surfaces, it will be made clear.  In the meantime 

i. Why will the heavenly announcer give us such an enigmatic clue at all? 

ii. What is meant by “it is man’s number”? (Versus what kind of number then?) 

(8) In John’s time, what might his readers think of such a mark on the right hand or 

forehead? 

(9) How does our advancement in technology serve to enlighten us about the reality of 

John’s visions? 

(10) What is the most important message to you and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: “The ancient world often associated evil with sea” (TNTC, 161).  Such is the thought 

behind Daniel 7:1 as well. This 2nd beast is said to be coming out to the earth and that 

presumably symbolizes a less demonic origin, but just the same, it will do the bidding of 

Satan. 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 23    The Number 666 

“This calls for wisdom.  If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the 

beast, for it is man’s number.  His number is 666.” (Revelation 13:18)  



“No verse in Revelation has received more attention than this one with its 

cryptic reference to the number of the beast” (NICNT. 261). 

“In Greek, the first nine letters of the alphabet were used for the units, the next 

for the tens and so on” (TNTC, 168). 

 Indeed, even in the 2nd century, prominent theologians like Irenaeus had sought to 

solve this riddle without any satisfactory results. Such attempts have continued to these 

days, and yet no names so calculated have any credence.  Even the one “most commonly 

accepted today is that 666 is the numerical equivalent “Nero Caesar” (NICNT, 262) who 

was dead by the time of John’s Revelation, not to mention that “to get this result we must 

use the Greek form of the Latin name, transliterated into Hebrew characters, and with a 

variant spelling at that (the vowel letter y has to be omitted from qysr)” (TNTC, 169) which 

is clearly arbitrary. 

 Since in his vision, John was told to invite those who have wisdom to  solve this riddle, 

this should be solvable except that it is meant for the time when this character appears 

which certainly speaks to a time in the distant future, the time of the Great Tribulation.  I 

believe that when the time comes, it will become clear to ones who have “insight” (13:18).  

However, one thing is clearly pointed out by the speaker, and that is “it is a man’s number” 

which is important for the readers of the vision of the 2nd beast in Revelation 13.  As much 

as this 2nd beast is such a deceiver and a performer of great miracles, forcing all inhabitants 

of the earth to worship the statue of the first beast and depriving the faithful of Jesus Christ 

who do not bear the mark of the beast the means to survive, he is after all a mere human!  

Irrespective of how great and horrific his name might be, it cannot disguise the fact that he 

is only a human being whose time is numbered as well. 

 

Day 24    Revelation 14:1-13 

After the appearance of these two awesome beasts in the vision and before any visions 

foretelling the defeat of these two beasts, John is shown once again the 144,000 whose 

foreheads have been sealed with the seal of God for protection (7:4ff): 

The 144,000 — 14:1-5 

(1) Whom does John see now in this vision? (v. 1) 

(2) Where is He? 

(3) Who are with Him? 

(4) What in fact is the seal on their foreheads?  

(5) The heavenly choir (vv. 2-5) 



a. How does John describe the first sound he hears? (v. 2a; 1:15; 6:1) 

b. What (likely) is the other sound he hears? (v. 2b) 

c. It appears it is sung by the 144,000 before the throne of God 

i. Why could this new song only be learned by these 144,000? (v. 3) 

ii. They are special in that (see today’s Meditative Article) 

1. They are pure: why is their purity defined in terms of non-defilement 

with women (the original says they are “virgins”)? (See Jeremiah 18:13; 

31:4, 21; Lamentations 1:15; 2:13; Amos 5:2) 

2. They follow the Lamb wherever He goes: what does it mean? (see 

Isaiah 53:6) 

3. They have been purchased as firstfruits offered to God and the Lamb: in 

what sense are they “firstfruits” offerings? (see Jeremiah 2:3) 

4. They are blameless: why is “no lies in their mouth” being mentioned as 

the mark of being blameless? (see Isaiah 59:13; Jeremiah 23:14; 

Ezekiel 13: 6 etc) 

The  1st Angel — with the Eternal Gospel — 14:6-7 — Just as the vision of the 144,000 

being sealed in chapter 7 is immediately followed by the vision of the worship of the great 

multitude from every nation, tribe, people and language, the vision of the singing of the 

144,000 is also followed by the gospel being proclaimed to them 

(6) Who is the proclaimer of the gospel? 

(7) Why is it called the eternal gospel 

(8) If this vision is meant to reflect the time of the appearance of the two beasts, how 

important is it that all peoples on earth could still hear the gospel? 

(9) What is the message proclaimed by the angel? 

The 2nd Angel — 14:8 

(10)  If this 2nd proclamation is meant for the two beasts, what might we understand who 

they are or represent? 

(11) What does “Babylon the Great” represent?  (See note below) 

(12) What is its immediate fate? 

The 3rd Angel 14:9-13 

(13) Why would the people of the earth be willing to worship the beast and bear his mark? 

(13:4; 16-17) 

(14) What is now the consequence of their action? (v. 10) 

(15) How serious is this consequence? (v. 11) 



(16) How will this vision serve to encourage the saints who are going through the Great 

Tribulation? (vv. 12-13; see 7:14) 

(17) What is the message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: “The first time the Bible mentions Babylon (Gn. 11:9) we read that after the Flood 

people try to scale the heights of heaven by building a mighty tower.  The name thus stands 

for the pride of mankind and for the heathen city-empire.  For John, Babylon is the great 

city, the symbol of mankind in community opposed to the things of God.” (TNTC, 174-5) 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 24    A Song Only They Could Learn 

“No one could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the 

earth.” (Revelation 14:3) 

 As I said earlier, in spite of the majority conservative scholars who prefer to see the 

144,000 in Revelation as the whole NT church, I incline to agree with the minority view 

that they in fact represent those Jews who come to Christ during the Last days as 

prophesied by Zechariah 12:10 and alluded to by the Apostle Paul in Romans 11:26 as “all 

Israel” who will be saved since they are numbered evenly according to the 12 tribes of 

Israel. 

 This makes even more sense as we read of their “new song” (14:3) sung in the 

heavenly court while the two beasts (agents of Satan) ravage the earth and persecute 

believers “who obey God’s commandments and hold to the testimony of Jesus” (12:17) 

 The reason why only they could learn such a song is made clear by the explanation that 

they are those 

(1) Who did not defile themselves with women for they kept themselves pure: obviously 

it is not to be interpreted literally because they are not just men, but men, women and 

children “redeemed from the earth”.  The Greek original actually refers to them as 

“virgins” which is the term used of Israel many times in OT prophetic books as God 

calls them to repentance before their exile (see Jeremiah 14:17; 18:13; 31:4, 21; 

Lamentations 1:15; 2:13; Amos 5:2).  This mark of purity signifies that they no longer 

worship idols and have repented from the spiritual adultery so severely rebuked by 

God before their exile. 



(2) Who follow the Lamb wherever He goes: as the footsteps of the Lamb are one of 

sacrifice and suffering, they have stopped turning each to their own ways (Isaiah 

53:6) — another sign of repentance indeed; 

(3) Who were purchased from among men as firstfruits: they are indeed a special harvest 

of the Lord referred in Jeremiah 2:3: “Israel was holy to the Lord, the firstfruits of his 

harvest”.  Such a special status is now restored; and 

(4) No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless: one of the most repeated rebukes 

against Israel by the prophet is that they lie  (at least 4 times in Isaiah; 15 times In 

Jeremiah; 3 times in Ezekiel; 3 times in Hosea;.  See also Zechariah 10:2 as well).  

This also signifies a total transformation of Israel. 

Because of their former relationship with God as His “virgins” and “Chosen People” 

who had forsaken Him and now “redeemed” by Him, this is a song only they could learn. 

On the other hand, as each one of us has been redeemed in a personal way by the Lamb, 

each one of us also has a unique story to tell and a song of redemption only we could sing to 

the Lord as a testimony of His love for us. 

 

 Day 25    Revelation 14:14 – 15: 4 

The Harvest of Grapes — 14:14-20 — this signals the time of the pouring of God’s wrath, 

but is depicted by the scene of harvesting.  It is in two parts: 

(1) The vision of the son of man (vv. 14-16) 

a. To whom does the “son of man” refer? (1:13; Daniel 7:13-14) 

b. What does the cloud remind you of (concerning Christ)? (see Daniel 7:13; Acts 

1:9) 

c. What does the crown (actually a wreath, the kind awarded the Olympic 

champions) signify? 

d. Why is the sickle held in His hand described as sharp? 

e. Where does the angel who sends the message come from? (v. 15) 

f. What does “the harvest of the earth is ripe” mean? 

g. What does this short verse of 14:16 seek to depict? 

(2) The vision of another angel (vv. 17-20) — while it appears to be just a repeat of the 

action of Christ, let’s focus on its differences from the above: 

a. This time, where does the messenger come from? (v. 18) 

b. What do his coming from the altar and being in charge of the fire signify? 



c. While Christ is described as swinging His sharp sickle to harvest, what else does 

this other angel who also has a sharp sickle do? (v. 19) 

d. The trampling of the great winepress (v. 20) 

i. What is this harvest about? 

ii. Here is only a preview of the actual event in Revelation 19:11-16: how is 

this winepress of God’s wrath actually trampled? 

iii. What is the purpose of showing the preview at this time (right the vision of 

the two horrific beasts) 

iv. How horrific is the wrath of God so depicted? (v. 20b) 

The Seven Last Plagues Announced — 15: 1-4 — as it turns out, the last of the three woes 

(as announced by the 7th trumpet) becomes the “seven last plagues”: 

(3) Why are they called the “seven last plagues”? (v. 1) 

(4) What is that sea of glass? (v. 2; 4:6) 

(5) Who are the ones standing before the throne of God? (v. 2) 

a. What have they prevailed over? 

b. What price might they have to pay for their victory? (13:7, 10, 15) 

(6) They are singing a song to God (vv. 3-4) 

a. Who gives them harps to play?  

b. Why is this song called: both 

i. The song of Moses, the servant of God? (Exodus 15:1-21), and 

ii. The song of the Lamb? (see 5:9-10) 

c. Their praises: based on the deliverance in Exodus and the salvation of the cross: 

i. How do His deeds prove that He is “Lord God Almighty”? 

ii. How do His ways show that He is the King of ages? 

iii. All will fear and bring glory to God and His name: why?  

iv. All nations will come and worship before Him: why? 

(7) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 25    The Song of Moses and the Song of the Lamb 

“They held harps given them by God and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and 

of the Lamb.” (Revelation 15:2b-3) 

 I have no idea if these faithful saints (likely martyrs) who prevail “over the beast and 

his image and over the number of his name” have ever played harps in their lives.  But that 



does not matter, because since they are given the harps by God, they will be able to play 

and I believe, most beautifully too. 

 It is interesting to note that the song they will be playing and singing in heaven is 

called both the song of Moses and the song of the Lamb.  Most scholars agree that it is one 

and the same song and it certainly should be. 

 The song of Moses was sung by Moses at the parting of the Red Sea which allowed 

God’s people to cross like dry land, and the drowning of Pharaoh’s army upon its closing 

up.  Because of such a miraculous deliverance, Moses composed this song of deliverance 

basically to praise the mighty and marvelous deeds of the Lord God Almighty, the just and 

true ways of this King of the ages who judge those who oppose Him, the holiness of the 

Lord who is unlike any gods and that as His righteous acts are revealed, the nations fear and 

tremble.  All of these nuances in the original song of Moses (in Exodus 15) are now 

repeated by this heavenly choir. 

 However, the song of Moses ends with these words: “You will bring them in and plant 

them on the mountain of your inheritance — the place, Lord, you made for your dwelling, 

the sanctuary, Lord, your hands established.  The Lord reigns for ever and ever.” (Exodus 

15: 17-18) 

 However, the sanctuary of the Lord on earth has proved to be only temporary and the 

people of God have been driven out of their home land.  The true sanctuary of the Lord, as 

the vision shows, is in heaven, and the true city of Zion is the heavenly one as well, in 

which God will certainly reign for ever and ever, but such a reality is now brought about 

only by the Lamb who was slain.  That is why this song of Moses is now brought to its 

fulfillment with the song of the Lamb.  They are one the same song of God’s salvation and 

reign, not only of Israel, but the entire mankind. 

 

Day 26    Revelation 15:5 – 16:16 

The Seven Angels of Plagues — 15:5-8 

(1) From where do these seven angels proceed? (v. 5) 

(2) What is the temple in heaven called and why? (v. 5; Numbers 17:7; 18:2) 

(3) Can you recall how special are these plagues to be poured by these angels? (15:1) 

(4) The seven angels are all dressed in clean, shining linen which resembles those dressed 

by the priests: what might be the importance of the wearing of golden sashes? (see 

1:13) 



(5) The unveiling of the plan of God’s of the End-time takes the form of seven seals 

(which seal the scroll of God’s plan), the seven trumpets and the seven bowls: what 

might be the meaning of each of these symbols? 

(6) Just as they receive the bowl of wrath from one of the living creatures (cherubim), and 

proceed to carry out their judgment on God’s behalf: what does the filling of the 

temple with the glory and power of God signify? (v. 8) 

(7) “No one could enter the temple until…”: what does it signify? 

a. God’s resolve? Or 

b. The time for intercession is past? 

The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath — 16:1-16 

(8) The 1st bowl (v. 2) 

a. On whom is this bowl of wrath poured?  

b. Why would God not send a fatal plague at this point? 

c. Who are exempt from this wrath? 

(9) The 2nd bowl (v. 3) 

a. What happens to the sea? 

b. What does “blood like that of a dead man” mean? 

c. What is the impact of this plague to the people? Will it lead to a draught? 

(10) The 3rd bowl (vv. 4-7) 

a. What is the difference of this plague from the previous one in terms of their 

impact? 

b. The response from the angel in charge of the waters: why does he say that it is a 

just punishment? 

c. The response from the altar 

i. What does the “altar” represent? (6:9ff) 

ii. How does this judgment mean to the crying martyrs? (v. 7) 

(11) The 4th bowl (vv. 8-9) 

a. What does the searing heat of the sun lead to? 

b. With painful sores, dead fish and whales etc., no drinking water and now 

immense heat (and fire): 

i. Do the people recognize the reason for these plagues? 

ii. Why do they not repent? 

(12) The 5th bowl (vv. 10-11) — Remember the beast and his cohort, the false prophet, i.e. 

the 2nd beast in chapter 13; they basically rule over the entire world at that time 

a. What is this plague about? 



b. What will complete darkness do to a human mind? 

c. Why do they not repent? 

(13) The 6th bowl (vv. 12-16) 

a. What is the purpose of drying up the river Euphrates? 

b. Who gather the kings of the earth? (vv. 13-14) 

c. What is this plague about? (v. 14b) 

d. Why does the Lord remind us at this point of His coming like a thief? (Matthew 

24:42-44) 

e. Where will this battle take place? (see note below) 

f. Compare this plague with that of the 6th trumpet and note their main differences? 

(10:13-21) 

(14) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: “Magedon is normally connected with Megiddo, the ancient city lying on the north 

side of the Carmel ridge and commanding the strategic pass between the coastal plain and 

the valley of Esdraelon. It is one of history’s famous battlefields, having witnessed major 

conflicts all the way from one fought by Tuthmosis III in 1468 B.C. to that of Lord Allenby 

of Megiddo in 1917. By the waters of Megiddo, Barak and Deborah defeated the chariots 

of Sisera (Judg 4-5; cf. 5: 19).  Ahaziah, wounded by the arrows of Jehu, fled to Megiddo, 

and died there (2 Kgs 9:27). Instead of Armageddon, the NRSV and a few others use the 

designation Harmagedon which would mean “the Mountain of Megiddo.” But here a 

difficulty arises: there is no Mt. Megiddo. It is possible that Harmagedon could be a 

reference to the hill country near Megiddo or perhaps a reference to Megiddo and Mt. 

Carmel in the same breath.  In John’s day the tell or mound upon which Megiddo was built 

was about seventy feet in height, hardly enough to justify the designation Mount. One 

frequent suggestion is that the Apocalyptist began with Ezekiel’s prophecy of a great 

eschatological slaughter of the nations on ‘the mountains of Israel’ (Ezek 38:8- 21; 39:2, 4, 

17) and then made the reference more specific by adding the name Megiddo as the place 

where so often in Israel’s history the enemies of God were destroyed.” (NICNT, 301) 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 26    The Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath 

“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, ‘Go, and pour 

out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the earth.’” (Revelation 16:1) 

 As we began the study of the book of Revelation, I have urged that we did not come 



with a preconceived notion, but would allow the text to speak to us, especially concerning 

the relationship between the “seven seals”, “seven trumpets” and the “seven bowls”. 

 As we come to chapter 16, as far as I am concerned, the plain reading of the text 

indicates that none of these sevens are a repetition of any other. 

- The seals have necessarily sealed up the scroll in the hands of the Lamb, our Christ 

Jesus.  While the unsealing of each of them brings quite significant calamities to the 

world, it is only when the last seal is opened then the contents of the scrolls — events of 

the End-time — will be unfolded.  As we read the 6 six seals, those events resemble the 

pre-End-time signs mentioned by our Lord Jesus as just the beginning or precursors to 

the birth-pang which is the Great Tribulation (Matthew 24:8) 

- The seven trumpets are led into by the 7th seal which indicate the beginning of the 

End-time, and the plagues so announced do resemble those of the six bowls, except that 

they are all are meant to be temporal and their destructions, by comparison, are far from 

total; but 

- The seven bowls are said to be “the last seven plagues — last because with them God’s 

wrath is completed” (15:1) and thus, we see these destructions are total and cumulative. 

Therefore, the seven seals, the seven trumpets and the seven bowls appear to be 

sequential, one following another and not a repetition of any that precedes it. 

While we can all feel the severity of these last plagues — the painful sores, the horrific 

bloody sea, the pollution of all drinking sources, the searing heat and fire, and the complete 

darkness (the cumulative plagues of the first 5 bowls), yet we find that the inhabitants of 

the earth at the time respond not by repentance, but by cursing the name of God, the God of 

heaven (16:9, 11). 

 In other words, though they know full well that they are receiving punishment from 

God and yet they would rather suffer and die instead of repent.  We might wonder why?  In 

fact, we should know the answer by simply looking at our world today as the Apostle Paul 

has plainly pointed out to us that, “In the same way the men also abandoned natural 

relations with women and were inflamed with lust for one another. Men committed 

shameful acts with other men, and received in themselves the due penalty for their error” 

(Romans 1:27).  I believe that the “due penalty” refers to sexually transmitted diseases.  

But the world only blames God and not their sinful behaviors for their demise, and is 

determined not to confess their sins and would rather suffer and die. 



Also, they put their trust in modern technology as their salvation.  If this is the case 

today, it will not be any different in the last hours of human history. 

 

Day 27    Revelation 16:17 – 17:18 

The 7th Bowl — 16: 17-21 

(1) As the 7th bowl is poured down from heaven (v. 17) 

a. What does the voice say? 

b. What does it mean? 

c. Who is the one speaking? 

(2) What is this plague about? (v. 18) 

(3) Its impact on the “great city” (v. 19) 

a. What is this city? 

b. What is the impact of this plague on this city? 

c. Why would it remind God of “Babylon the Great”? (see note below) 

(4) Its impact on the rest of the world (vv. 20-21) 

a. With this last plague, what basically has the earth turned into? 

b. How do the people on earth respond to this plague? 

The Great City of Babylon — 17:1-18 — the 7th plague is basically done, and this is what 

happens afterwards, as God deals with the Great City of Babylon and Satan and his earthly 

agents — the 2 beasts of chapter 13 

(5) The preface to this vision (vv. 1-2) 

a. Who is the main object of this vision?  What is she called by the angel? 

b. What does she sit on? (see explanation in v. 15) 

c. What is her sin concerning the kings of the earth? (v. 2a) 

d. What is her influence over the inhabitants of the earth? (v. 2b) 

e. What does the sin of adultery refer to? (see Jeremiah 3:9; Ezekiel 23:37; Hosea 

4:15) 

(6) The Great Prostitute (who is definitely not the woman in 12:1ff) 

a. What does the posture of “sitting on” imply? (v. 3) 

b. What does the way in which this woman is adorned or dressed symbolize: (see 

18:3b) 

c. What does she hold in her hand?  What does it symbolize? 

d. Read the title on her forehead carefully (v. 5): 

i. Mystery: in what way(s) is she a mystery? (see v. 7 as well) 

ii. Babylon the Great: “great” in what sense? 



iii. The Mother: 

1. Of Prostitutes: what does it mean? 

2. Of the Abominations of the Earth: what does it mean? (This is one of 

the most frequent rebukes of Israel and you can find many reference in 

the Books of Kings and Chronicles, such as 2 Chronicles 36:14) 

e. What has she done to the saints? (v. 6) 

f. Who is she? (let’s not be influenced by what we have heard in the past, but 

answer simply based on the information we have read so far) 

(7) The beast (vv. 3, 7-14) 

a. The beast on which the woman sits (v. 3) 

i. Scarlet in color: any special meaning?(see Isaiah 1:18 for its possible 

meaning) 

ii. Covered with blasphemous names: what does it mean? 

iii. The seven heads (vv. 9-11) 

1. What is its double meaning? 

2. Five (world powers) have fallen by John’s time: what might they be? 

3. The 6th — “One is”: which is the dominant world power of John’s time? 

4. Where it the 7th one? 

iv. Since the beast (the Anti-Christ)  is not one of the 7 heads, but the 8th king:  

1. What is meant by “he belongs to the seven”? 

2. What is meant by: “he was, now is not and will come” from John’s 

vantage point? (v. 8 and the contrast in 1:4) 

3. Where is its origin?   

4. What is its destiny? 

v. The ten horns (vv. 12-14) 

1. The ten kings: who are they? (v. 12) 

2. What is their relationship with the beast? (v. 13) 

3. With whom will they make war? (v. 14) 

(8) The woman and the beast (vv. 15-18) 

a. What will the future ten kings and the beast do to the woman? (v. 16) 

b. What is the identity of this woman? (v. 18) 

(9) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: “The identification of ‘the great city’ is problematic…A number of early 

commentators identify this city as Jerusalem…though others understand it to be 

Babylon-Rome…Supporting this view that the city must be Jerusalem is the fact that only 

in v.19c does the text say that ‘God remembers great Babylon,’ implying the city in v.19a 



must be a different city.” (Word, Revelation, 900). 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 27    The Two Surprises — The Woman and the Beast 

“When I saw her, I was greatly astonished...The inhabitants of the earth…will be 

astonished when they see the beast.” (Revelation 17:6b, 8b) 

 As much as we can differentiate between Satan (the red dragon in 12:3), the first beast 

from the sea (13:1-10) and its agent, the beast from the earth (13:11ff) — this 

unholy-trinity who will wage war against the Lamb and His army (19:19), however, by 

what names and through what kings or kingdoms they are to do so are far from clear.  The 

same with the identity of the woman who is sitting on the beast. 

 One should not be disappointed with the fact that in the last 2,000 years, no one could 

with much certainty identify who the woman and the beast are, because 

(1) The woman: when John sees the vision of the woman, he says, “When I saw her, I was 

greatly astonished” (17:6b), meaning he could never have imagined who she is — that 

great city which rules over the kings of the earth (17:18), which is rich and powerful, 

which enables nations and peoples around the world to prosper, which is the “mother 

of prostitutes and the abominations of the earth, and which has drunk the blood of the 

saints, the apostles and the prophets (17:6; 18:20) is that city called Babylon the 

Great! 

If this “mystery” (17:5) could not have been understood by John until God reveals it to 

him, I believe, her true identity could only be known to us when she finally appears.  

The few clues that we have in this respect is: 

- She is called the mother of prostitutes and the term “prostitute” is often used by the 

prophets to rebuke the unfaithfulness of Israel.  Therefore, it appears she has her 

root in Yahweh-religion (note also her fate described in 17:16 greatly resembles 

that of Ezekiel’s words against Judah in Ezekiel 23:28-31).. So she is likely a body 

or power of apostate  institution; 

- She is called “Babylon the Great” which calls to mind the rebellion at the tower of 

Babel in Genesis 11, and many scholars opine that “she stands for civilized man 

apart from God, man in organized but godless community” (TNTC, 196) 

- She sits on the seven hills (17:9) which in John’s time unmistakably refer to Rome 

which was built on seven hills; 



- Her sitting on “many waters” (17:1) indicates the widespread influence over 

multitudes of people and nations around the world; her adultery with the kings of 

the earth indicates her control over many rulers of the earth; and her riding on the 

beast—the continuation of the Roman-Empire like world power—indicates her 

control also over this kingdom, though only for a time until she is eventually 

destroyed by the same beast. 

Many early reformers like Calvin identified her as the papacy which was very fitting 

at the time, but the power and influence of the Roman Catholic Church over the world 

have now waned into almost insignificance.  I guess we have to wait and see. 

(2) The beast, the Anti-Christ, for all intents and purposes, is the beast from the sea in 

chapter 13, but is now depicted as the beast that would come out of the Abyss as well 

(17:8b) which indicates its non-human origin.  Again, the Bible also says that when 

the inhabitants of the earth see him, they “will be astonished” (17:8b).  The reason, at 

least partly, is because he “once was, now is not, and will come up from the Abyss” 

(17:8b), this long-gone world power will once again be resurrected to the surprise of 

many.  Therefore, it should not be surprising that at this point of time, as it was in the 

last 2,000 years, we cannot identity this beast with certainty, except that we are told 

- His power has long been manifested through 5 successive world powers (the 5 

heads that likely refer to Egypt, Nineveh, Babylon, Persia and Greece), with Rome 

being the current one (17:9).   

- We are still waiting for the surfacing of the 7th one.  However, the beast is the 8th 

king who together with ten kings that will arise in the End-time will turn against 

the woman, the Great Babylon! 

Therefore, the only certainty is that the woman and the beast are two distinct world 

powers (the former religious, the latter military) which will surface or become clear at the 

End-time to the surprise of all, but they also face the same destiny, and will go to their 

respective destructions (17:8, 16) and accomplish the purpose of God (17:17). 

 

Day 28     Revelation 18:1-24 

In the last vision, John is told the fate of the woman, the great city of Babylon that rules 

over the kings of the earth.  Now the reasons for her fall are given through another vision: 

The Messenger — 18:1 

(1) What kind of an angel is used to send this message? 



(2) Why is such a powerful angel (like one of the archangels) used for this purpose? 

The Sins of Babylon the Great — 18:2-3 

(3) The declaration of her fall:  

a. How will she be destroyed? (17:16) 

b. What will she become? (v. 2) 

(4) Her sin of adultery (v. 3) — if adultery refers to the worship of anything other than 

Yahweh (see Hosea 4:10; Jeremiah 3:2): 

a. What is meant by her committing adultery with the kings of the earth? 

b. How does the term, “maddening wine” depict the extent of her adultery? 

(5) What other sin has she committed? (v. 3b) 

Call to Separation — 18:4-8 

(6) Now the Lord speaks: to whom does the Lord appeal? (v. 4) 

(7) What if His people would not listen? (v. 4b) 

(8) Although we do not know for sure what this great city is, what does this call to leave 

signify about the attractiveness of this great city even to the saints? 

(9) What does “piling up to heaven” signify about her sins? (v. 5) 

(10) Who might be the speaker(s) of vv. 6-7? 

a. Why would they cry out for a double portion of penalty? (6:9ff; 17:6) 

b. How arrogant has she become because of her glory and luxury? (v. 7b) 

c. In the opinion of the speaker(s), what does she deserve as a result? (v. 7a) 

(11) What is God’s answer to them? (v. 8) 

The Response of the Kings of the Earth — 18:9-10 

(12) What do they call this city? (v. 10) 

(13) What have they benefited from her before? 

(14) How will they react to her ruin? 

The Response of the Merchants of the Earth — 18:11-17a 

(15) What have they benefited from her? 

(16) What does the trading of “bodies and souls of men” mean? (v. 13b) 

(17) How do they describe the former glory of this city? 

(18) How will they react to her ruin? (v. 15a) 

The Response of Every Sea Captain — 18:17b-19 

(19) What have they benefited from her? (v. 19b) 

(20) What do these seamen call this city? (v. 18b) 

(21) How will they react to her ruin? (v. 19a) 



The Call to Rejoice — 18:20 

(22) Who should rejoice instead? 

(23) Why? 

The Falling of Babylon—18:21-24 

(24) With what does the angel use to depict her fall? 

(25) How appropriate is it? (v. 21b) 

(26) What does the combination of the utter cessation of music, workman, millstone’s 

sound, light of lamp and voice of the bride and bridegroom depict? 

(27) What sins of her are emphasized by the angel again? 

(28) Given all of the above, can you describe what kind of a city does Babylon represent? 

(29) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 28   The Fall of Babylon the Great 

“Fallen!  Fallen is Babylon the Great.” (Revelation 18:2) 

As much as I maintain that we will not be certain of the identity of the woman who sits 

on the beast in chapter 17, and do not consider her an imagery of Rome as many 

commentators do (like Robert Mounce) since Rome should be the “one is” of the seven 

heads of the beast (17:10), I find Mounce’s comment on the fall of Babylon quite 

insightful:  

 “For John, the judgment brought against the city of Rome was at the same 

time the eschatological judgment that would bring history to its close. He was 

describing things that “must soon take place” (1: 1). While history has shown 

that some 2,000 years have intervened and the ‘end’ has not yet come, it is 

nevertheless true that the forces exemplified by Rome will in fact be those 

very forces which will play the major role at the end of time. In the same way 

that the desolation of historic Jerusalem in Luke 21:5ff. becomes the 

eschatological finale, so does the portrayal of the fall of Rome describe the 

final judgment that will usher in the eternal state. Prophecy by nature resists 

being forced into any particular time sequence. It guarantees the ultimate 

issues of God’s redemptive program, which will be completely fulfilled when 

the end comes. Living in a world dominated by the oppressive practices of 

Rome, John portrays the eschaton in figures taken from that specific cultural 

setting. It is incumbent on us, living at a much later period in history, to 



interpret those same figures in the eschatological setting toward which we are 

rapidly moving. It will happen exactly as John has laid out. The last great 

secular society will demand that Christians wear the ‘mark of the beast,’ but 

genuine believers remain true to the Lordship of Christ; as a result, religious 

persecution will follow. But eschatological ‘Babylon’ will collapse in defeat, 

and the Lamb will return to claim those who have been faithful to the end.” 

(NICNT. 340) 

 

  



VI.   A Time for Silence 

You have meditated much with your intellectual faculty today.  Now have a moment of 

silence (the length is up to you, 5 or even 30 minutes), and ask God quietly, “Lord, is there 

any important message from you today that I might -have missed? Show me, your servant 

is listening?” 

    

VII. Supplication 

Use the following chart to cover people and ministries that you want to remember before 

the Lord, apart from praying for yourself:  

 Your 

family 

Other 

people 

Church 

Ministries 

Other 

Ministries 

City & 

World 
Others 

Sunday       

Monday       

Tuesday       

Wednesday       

Thursday       

Friday       

Saturday       

VII. Benediction 

“Hallelujah! Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are His 

judgments.”  Amen. (Revelation 19:1-2) 


