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Week 3  Day 15 - 21   

 

I. Invocation and Adoration: 

“Lord, what a change within us within one short hour spent in Thy presence will 

prevail to make!  What heavy burdens from our bosoms take; what parched grounds 

refresh as with a shower.  We kneel—and all, the distant and the near, stands forth in 

sunny outline brave and clear.  We kneel: how weak—we rise: how full of power!  We 

praise and adore Thee.  Amen.” (Richard Trench, 1807-86, adapted) 

 

Adoration through reflecting on the Names (or Descriptions) of Holy Spirit 

We encourage you to choose one of the names (or descriptions) of Holy Spirit below 

to reflect on His majesty, goodness and/or grace and translate into a prayer of 

adoration. 

 

- Spirit who gives life (John 6:63) 

- Spirit who fills us  (Acts 2:4) 

- Spirit of power, love and discipline (2 Tim.1:7) 

- Spirit of the living God (2 Cor.3:3) 

 

II. Confession 

Pause now and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

 

III. Thanksgiving 

List, one by one, things for which you should give thanks. 



IV. Scriptural Reflection:  

Day 15   Revelation 8:1-13 

After being shown the protection of God of the remnant and the heavenly worship of the 

peoples from all nations and tongues who have come out of the Great Tribulation, now 

John witnesses the opening the 7th seal which marks the actual opening of the scroll: 

(1) The seven trumpets (vv. 1-6) 

a. Preceding the blowing of trumpets, the opening of the 7th seal is followed by a 

half-an-hour silence (v. 1): what might such a silence portray? 

b. Why should the unveiling of the contents of the scroll be announced by the 

sounds of trumpets? 

c. The sounding of the trumpets is preceded by the offering of incense which 

represents the prayers of the saints: what role do the prayers of the saint play in 

the bringing about of the end of human history and the ushering in of the 

kingdom of God? 

d. What happens when the golden censer is hurled towards the earth? 

e. What does it signify? (See what happened when God revealed His presence at 

Sinai in Exodus 19:16ff.) 

(2) Since the first four trumpets relate to plagues directed toward the world of nature, let’s 

consider them together (vv. 7-13) 

a. At the sound of the 1st trumpet (v. 7): 

i. What is being hurled upon 1/3rd of the earth? (see the 7 plagues in Exodus 9: 

13-15; Joel 2:31) 

ii. What kind of a plague is it? 

iii. How will the world respond to this disaster? 

b. At the sound of the 2nd trumpet (vv. 8-9) 

i. What is being thrown into 1/3rd the sea? 

ii. What kind of a plague is it? (an extraordinary volcanic activity, maybe) 

iii. How will the world respond to this disaster? 

c. At the sound of the 3rd trumpet (vv. 10-11) 

i. What falls into 1/3rd the rivers and the waters? (a huge meteor or comet, 

maybe) 

ii. What is the star called Wormwood? (no such star was called in antiquity) 

iii. What kind of a plague is it? 

iv. How will the world deal with this disaster? 

d. At the sound of the 4th trumpet (v. 12) 



i. What happens to the heavenly bodies? (see Amos 8:9) 

ii. What kind of a plague is it? 

iii. How will the world respond to this disaster? 

(3) Let’s recap the first four plagues (it is not helpful to speculate the actual agents God 

uses to inflict each of the plagues as they are likely divine acts) 

1st plague:  1/3rd of earth scorched by fire 

2nd plague:  1/3rd of marine lives & ships destroyed (volcanic 

eruptions?) 

3rd plague:  1/3rd of water source is poisoned causing death 

4th plague:  1/3rd of daily light turns into darkness by unusual  

a. Having witnessed all four divine acts of judgment, what do you think will be the 

reaction of the people of the world? 

b. As severe as these judgments are, why does God limit the impact to only 1/3rd of 

the nature of the world? 

(4) As severe as these judgments are, what does the call of the flying eagle (a predator) 

signify? (v. 13) 

(5) What is the message to you today?  How may you apply it to your life? 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 15   Our Prayers are Effective 

“The smoke of the incense together with the prayers of the saints went up before God 

from the angel’s hand.” (Revelation 8:4) 

 It is remarkable that the opening of the 7th seal which leads to the blowing of the 7 

trumpets — the launching of God’s judgments to end human history — is given within the 

context of an angel holding a golden censer which is being offered to the God with the 

prayers of all the saints. 

 If this part of the vision is omitted, the revelation of the events of the End-times should 

not be affected at all.  Why then would the Lord reveal such a scene to John?  The answer 

carries significance beyond the first readers of John, but to us today. 

 The message of this vison is clear: God does answer prayers.  The prayers of all the 

saints for God to judge this world hostile to Him and His people, especially that of the 

martyrs highlighted in 6:10: “How long, Sovereign Lord, holy and true, until you judge the 

inhabitants of the earth and avenge our blood” will not go unheeded.  This should be a great 



encouragement to us all; as we see all the injustice in the world and the hostility and 

persecution we face constantly today.  We often find ourselves helpless to effect any 

changes to our society, and think that prayers seem to be our last resort, and even as we 

pray, we pray without believing that it will lead to any good.  Not so, says the Lord.  This 

scene which precedes the unfolding of the judgments of the Lord on the inhabitants of the 

earth speaks powerfully that their materialization is a direct result of our prayers. 

 The truth of the matter is: God does not wait till the opening of the 7th seal to intervene 

into the world’s affairs and vindicate His servants.  The opening of the first six seals are 

preceded by the holding of golden bowls of incense by the 24 elders (5:8) which indicates 

that all along God is listening the prayers of His people, rising like incense all the way to 

His throne. 

 Next time you pray, remember that God is listening in heaven, and thus, “The prayer of 

a righteous man is powerful and effective” (James 5:16) 

 

Day 16    Revelation 9:1-11 

The flying eagle declares that three more woes await the inhabitants of the earth which will 

be revealed by the 5th- 7th trumpets: 

The 5th Trumpet—9:1-11 — the first of three woes 

(1) The opening of the Abyss (vv. 1-2) 

a. What is the Abyss? (see note 1 below) 

b. To whom (or what) is given the key to the shaft of the Abyss? 

c. What is that star?(see note 2 below) 

d. How dense and powerful is the smoke coming out of the Abyss? 

(2) The destruction by the locusts (vv. 3-6) 

a. Locusts coming out of the smoke: what kind of power is given to them and by 

whom? 

b. Whom are they to harm? 

c. What and who are they to spare? (see 7:4) 

d. What kind of harm are they to inflict on the people and for how long? (v. 5) 

e. How painful will the harm be? (v. 6) 

f. What do you think is the purpose of this limited judgment? 

(3) The appearance of the locusts (vv. 7-11) 

a. What do these locusts look like? (v. 7) 

b. What are they wearing on their heads? 



c. What do their faces look like? 

d. What does their hair look like? 

e. What do their teeth look like? 

f. What do their breastplates look like? (serving any practical purpose?) 

g. What do their flying wings sound like? 

h. What do their tails and stings look like? 

i. What do they use to torment people for 5 months? 

j. See if you can draw a picture of what you have just described: what might this 

picture resemble in modern warfare (if they are not demonic beings)? 

(4) Who is the king over them? (the name, whether in Hebrew or Greek, means 

Destroyer) 

(5) What is the most important message to you and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note 1: The Abyss means a bottomless pit reflecting the concept of “the three-level 

cosmology…the three realms of heaven earth and below the earth (5:3)…It is sometimes 

synonymous with the underworld, which is the abode of the dead…and the place where 

demons are imprisoned (Luke 8:31)…In Revelation, the beast ascends from the abyss 

(11:7; 17:8) and is also the abode of Satan” (WBC, Vol. 52, 526) 

Note 2: “The ‘star’ is a supernatural being, i.e. an angel.  In early Jewish literature, stars 

can represent angelic beings (Judg 5:20; Job 38:7; Dan 8:10)” (WBC, Vol. 52, 525) 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 16    A Warning to the Unbelieving World 

“They were not given power to kill them, but only to torture them for five months.” 

(Revelation 9:5)  

 While we cannot be certain what these locusts and horses John sees in his vision really 

are as the 5th and 6th trumpets are being sounded, we have to remember that John is 

recording what he actually sees, except that he could only use terminologies that exist at 

the time.  

 Many commentators interpret them as demonic beings, and rightfully so because of 

their destructive power, their unusual appearances and the origins from which they have 

been sent.  However, if what John sees in fact are war-machines used in modern-day 

warfare, he does lack the appropriate terminologies to describe rockets, armored vehicles 

and even jet planes. 



- The iron breastplates and the golden crown on the locust could point to the metal 

exterior of modern-day jet planes; 

- The human faces of the locust could be those of the pilots in their cockpits and 

- The sound made by the wings of the locust certainly could reflect the noise of fighter 

jets. 

In the final analysis, whether they are demonic beings or modern-day war machines is 

not important.  The important thing is that all these will happen according to the plan of 

God, not sooner or later than His appointed time, to bring judgment upon the inhabitants of 

the earth who do not have His seal on their foreheads, i.e. those who refuse to believe in 

Him.  The entire book of Revelation is recorded to serve as a warning to our unbelieving 

world. 

 

Day 17    Revelation 9:12-21 

The 6th Trumpet —9:12-21 — the 2nd of the three woes 

(1) Where does the command to the 6th angel come from? (v. 13) 

(2) Whom is the 6th angel to release? (v. 14) 

(3) Why are the four angels at the Euphrates bound up all these years? (v. 15) 

(4) Who are the agents being used to kill 1/3rd of mankind? (v. 16) 

(5) The 200,000,000 mounted troops (vv. 17-19) 

a. What do their breastplates look like? 

b. What do their heads look like? 

c. What are three kinds of plague which come out of their mouths? 

d. How many do they kill? (based on the present world population, that is about 

how many people?) 

e. What do their tails look like? 

f. See if you can draw a picture of what you have just described: what might this 

picture resemble in modern warfare (if they are not demonic beings)? 

(6) What is mankind like during this period of time? 

(7) What is the purpose of inflicting mankind with this 2nd woe? (vv. 20-21) 

(8) Will it work? 

(9) Given the continued wickedness described here, what will you expect the next woe to 

be like? 

(10) What is the message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 



V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 17    God’s Amazing Patience 

“The rest of the mankind that were not killed by these plagues still did not repent.” 

(Revelation 9:20) 

 In the vision of the sounding of the 7 trumpets, the first four unveil natural disasters 

that should wake up the inhabitants of the earth to know that they are not simply accidental 

mishaps in nature: the burning up of 1/3rd of the earth and its vegetation, the likely 

unprecedented volcanic eruption that destroys 1/3rd of marine lives and ships, the 

poisoning of all water sources by a huge fallen star (or comet?) and the blackening of sun, 

moon and stars that brings 1/3rd of day and night into complete darkness. 

 It appears that the inhabitants of the earth are still unmoved which leads to the horrific 

demon-like invasion unveiled by the 5th and 6th trumpets.  Still, God shows restraint in 

unleashing His wrath; the locust army will only cause unbearable pain, not death to the 

people and would last only for 5 months.  It is obvious that when this judgment still cannot 

bring repentance from them that God unleashes His 200,000,000 horsemen from the 

Euphrates to kill 1/3rd of mankind.  As horrific as this judgment is, God desires that the rest 

of mankind would repent, and yet John reports that in his vision,  “The rest of mankind who 

were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the work of their hands; they did not 

stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood — idols that 

cannot see or hear or walk. Nor did they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their 

sexual immorality or their thefts” (9:20-21) 

 We cannot help but lament the stubbornness of mankind, but at the same time be 

amazed by the long-suffering and patience of our God! 

 

 Day 18    Revelation 10:1-11 

After the visions of two of the three woes, i.e. the 5th & 6th trumpets, the final woe which is 

the 7th trumpet appears to be such that it needs a special introduction: 

Introduction to the 7th Trumpet 

(1) A mighty angel (vv. 1-7) 

a. Where does this angel come from? (v. 1) 

b. What kind (or rank) of an angel is he based on his appearance? (v. 1b; see note 

below) 

c. What does the planting of his feet on the sea and on the land indicate? (v. 2) 



d. The “Seven Thunders”: while we do not know exactly what they are, but “seven” 

continues to denote perfection or completion.  Read Psalm 29 to get an idea of: 

i. Who might speak as thunders? 

ii. What do such thunders seek to portray? 

e. John obviously hears what is the message being thundered, but he is expressly 

prohibited from writing it down (v. 4).  Why? 

i. Because it is beyond our understanding anyway? 

ii. Because it is so terrifying that we cannot handle the message? Or 

iii. It is only meant for John to hear? 

f. Now the mighty angel is about to make an announcement (vv. 5-7) 

i. Why does he have to swear before talking about the 7th trumpet? 

ii. By whom does he swear?  What does it mean? (v. 6) 

iii. About the 7th trumpet (vv. 6b-7) 

1. No more delay: what does it imply? 

2. What will the 7th trumpet reveal?  What does it mean? 

(2) The little scroll (vv. 8-11) — obviously is not the scroll in chapter 5 which is 

definitely not a small scroll.  This one is laid open in the hand of the angel (v. 2) 

a. What does the symbolic act of eating the scroll mean? (v. 11; see Ezekiel 2:8 – 

3:4 as well) 

b. Why does the scroll tastes sweet in the mouth but turn sour in the stomach? 

c. Why does the sounding of the 7th trumpet require such an introduction? 

(3) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: This angel is special in that his appearance resembles that of the One seated on the 

heavenly throne in chapter 4 and Christ in chapter 1.  However, as glorious as his 

appearance is, he is far less awesome than God and Christ, and John does not fall down to 

worship him imperceptibly.  Also, in Revelation, Christ never appears as an angel.   Most 

commentators see him as a mighty angel like Gabriel in Daniel 8. 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 18    Sweeter than Honey 

“I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it.  It tasted as sweet as honey in 

my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.” (Revelation 10:10) 

Both Ezekiel and the Apostle John were asked to eat a scroll in their mission to preach 

the word of the Lord, and both ate it and said it tasted as sweet as honey (Ezekiel 3:3; Rev. 



10:10), although John mentioned that it turned sour in this stomach.  However, in both 

instances, important truths about the word of God are being conveyed in that 

- Irrespective of the message from God, and in both cases, the messages are certainly full 

of prophesies of judgment, when one tastes the word of God, it is invariably sweet, as 

the Psalmist also testifies, “They are sweeter than honey, than honey from the comb” 

(Psalm 19:10).  Job also testifies to this very fact in that in spite of his immense 

sufferings and prolonged struggle over the apparent silence of God, once God opened 

His mouth, even though those were harsh words addressed to Job (Job 38-41), that was 

enough for him.  He did not only feel vindicated, but must have felt like having eaten 

honey in his mouth.  Indeed, while we certainly did not have the same experience as 

Ezekiel and John, every time we hear God speak to our souls, it is the most wonderful 

experience; and 

- It reminds all servants of the Lord that we are not free to speak what we want as His 

servant, but only what He puts in our mouth — in our case, what God has revealed to us 

in His Holy Scriptures.  This also reminds me of what Rev. Stephen Chan says of the 

importance of having a clear sense of “calling” for all God’s servant: “If God has not 

called and sent you, what message can you bring to the people?” 

 

Day 19   Revelation 11:1-13 

The prelude to the sounding of the 7th trumpet continues after the mighty angel, whose feet 

planted on the sea and the earth has announced that there would be no more delay for the 

mystery of God to be accomplished as foretold by the prophets, and asked John to eat the 

scroll (chapter 10): 

The Measuring of God’s Temple —11:1-2 

(1) Recall what John was told to do right after the eating of the scroll (10:11). 

(2) Now he is given a reed: 

a. What is he told to measure? 

b. What is he told to count? 

c. Why he is not to measure the “outer court”? 

d. What then is the purpose or meaning of “to measure” and “to count”? 

e. Who will trample on the holy city and for how long?(see note below) 

The Two Witnesses — 11:3-14: in order to understand this passage, I would suggest that 

you read Zechariah 4:11-14; Exodus 7:14-18; 1 Kings 17:1; 2 Kings 1:10; 2:11 & Luke 

9:30 in advance. 



(3) The two witnesses (i) are given power, (ii) will prophesy, (iii) for a period of 1,260 

days (i.e. 42 Jewish months), and (iv) are clothed in sack cloth 

a. As two olive trees, where do their power come from? (See the passage in 

Zechariah above) 

b. What do the “golden lampstands” stand for? (see 1:20; 2:1) 

c. What does wearing sack cloth signify about their message?(see Jeremiah 4:8) 

(4) How will they protect themselves? Which prophet in the OT is known for sending fire 

to devour his enemy? (v. 5; see 2 Kings 1:10) 

(5) What other miracles will they perform as part of their witnessing? (v. 6) 

(6) Which prophets in the OT are known for such miracles? (see Exodus 7:14-18; 1 Kings 

17:1) 

(7) At the time of Jesus’ transfiguration, which two prophets appear to talk to Him about  

His death? (see Luke 9:30) 

(8) At the end of their ministry (vv. 7-13) 

a. Who will rise and put them to death? (v. 7) 

b. What clue is provided for us concerning the identity of the “great city” where 

their bodies will be exposed? (v. 8; Sodom is a symbol for wickedness [Genesis 

13:13; Jeremiah 23:14]; Egypt the oppressor [Exodus 3:9; Judges 6:9]) 

c. How do the inhabitants of the earth greet their death?  Why? (vv. 9-10) 

d. How does God rescue His witnesses? (vv. 11-12)  Which OT prophet are you 

reminded of? 

e. What temporal judgment does God inflict upon the people? (v. 13) 

f. How will the survivors (in the city) respond to God’s judgment? 

(9) Many commentators see the two witnesses as a symbol of the church during the Great 

Tribulation and are not actual characters.  What do you think? 

a. Which verses might favor the first interpretation? 

b. Which verses might fit only “individual characters”/ 

(10) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note : This is a passage “universally recognized as difficult to interpret” (NICNT, 211) and 

all I can do is to offer my personal observation in that based on the context of this vision  

the temple refers to the one on earth and the measuring and counting are a symbol of 

preservation.  Therefore, it is obvious that “we have the paradox that, on the one hand, the 

community will be sheltered, and on the other hand, the unprotected community will be 

trampled” (NICNT, 214-5).  The only question is: “who is the community protected and 

who is the community trampled?”  The 42 months correspond to Daniel 7:25; 12:7 and 



since the temple is an earthly one (in the vision), and if the 144,000 sealed by God (7:4-8) 

symbolizes the remnant of Israel saved (Roman 11:26), then the unprotected would be 

Gentile believers who turn to Christ during the time of the Great Tribulation. 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 19    The 42 Months in Revelation  

“They will trample on the holy city for 42 months.” (Revelation 11:2) 

“In John's imagery the holy city is yet another designation for the church. 

The faithful are to be trampled underfoot by paganism for a period of 

forty-two months. The background for this is the prophecy concerning 

Antiochus Epiphanes in Dan 8:9-14. There the sanctuary is to be trampled 

underfoot by the little horn for 2,300 days. Then it is to be re-consecrated 

(Dan 8:14). Likewise the church is to be oppressed and profaned by the beast 

out of the Abyss (Rev 11:7), but it will not be destroyed. To what extent its 

victory will be triumph through death or continued existence on earth is not 

clear. In either case the promise of Jesus in Matt 16:18 that “the powers of the 

underworld shall never overthrow [the church]” (Williams) is carried through.  

The temporal designation of 42 months (11:2; 13:5) is also given in 

Revelation as 1,260 days (11:3; 12:6) and “a time, times and half a time” 

(12:14).  Its primary reference is to the period of Jewish suffering under the 

Syrian despot Antiochus Epiphanes in 167-164 B.C.  It became a standard 

symbol for that limited period of time during which evil would be allowed 

free rein. It is ‘the conventional period in apocalyptic literature for the 

temporary triumph of evil before the end of the age. In Luke 21:24 it is called 

“the times of the Gentiles.’ The repeated use of the various designations in 

Revelation and the contexts in which they appear serves to point out that the 

periods of final witness, divine protection, and pagan antagonism are 

simultaneous.” (NICOT, 215) 

While the 1,260 days or 42 months might be a round number, I personally incline to 

take it more literally, as Daniel gives what appears to be a more precise timeframe 

concerning “the times of the Gentiles” as follows: 



“From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that 

causes desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who 

waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days.” (Daniel 12:11-12) 

 

Day 20    Revelation 11:14 – 12:6 

The theme of the “three woes” announced by the flying eagle (8:13) is now resumed: the 1st 

woe is the 5th trumpet (see 9:12), followed by the 2nd woe which logically is the 6th trumpet 

(see 9: 13ff) and now the sounding of the 7th trumpet signifies the 3rd woe: 

The 7th Trumpet — 11:15-19 

(1) At the sounding of the 7th trumpet, what do the voices in heaven declare? (11:15) 

(2) What does it mean and what can we expect to happen? 

(3) The 24 elders in heaven respond with worship and praise (11:16-19).  Let’s reflect on 

the contents of their praise 

a. Whom do they address God as? (11:17a) 

b. For what do the elders give thanks? (11:17b) What does it mean? 

c. How have the nations treated their Creator God? (11:18a; Psalm 2: 1-3; Genesis 

11:4) 

d. The sounding of the 7th trumpet signifies the time for God’s judgment and reward 

(fuller details of which will be the subject of the rest of the revelation): 

i. Who are to be judged? 

ii. Who are to be rewarded? 

(4) The temple in heaven (11:19) — as the scene changes back to heaven 

a. What does the “opening” of God’s temple in heaven signify as it is accompanied 

by lightning and earthquake etc.? 

b. The ark of His covenant is seen: 

i. Where is the ark of covenant placed in the earthly temple? (Hebrews 9:3-4) 

ii. What did it signify? (Exodus 25:22) 

iii. What then does the “seeing” of the ark of covenant in the opened heavenly 

temple signify? (Hebrews 10:19) 

The birth of the Savior re-enacted —12:1-6 

(5) The woman is a sign in heaven (12:1-2) 

a. What do the 12 stars stand for? (see Genesis 37:9) 



b. If the 12 stars stand for the 12 patriarchs of Israel, what do the rest of the symbols 

of the sun, moon and crowns stand for in terms of Israel’s status among the 

nations of the earth? 

c. How does her crying in birth-pain illustrate the pain of suffering of Israel? (see 

Isaiah 26:17; Micah 4:9-10) 

(6) The sign of a dragon (12:3-4) — the dragon is identified as Satan in 12:9 and his 

descriptions include 

a. An enormous red dragon: what might this signify? 

b. With seven heads, ten horns and seven crowns: what might these symbolize? (see 

note 1 below) 

c. What does the flying of stars to earth suggest? (see Daniel 8:9-10) 

d. What did he intend to do with the woman’s child? (See Matthew 2) 

(7) The birth and ascension of Christ (12:5-6) 

a. Who is this child given birth by the woman? (12:5a; Psalm 2:9; Genesis 49:10; 

Revelation 19:15) 

b. Where is this child now? (12:5b, Mark 16:19; Ephesians 1:20) 

(8) Divine protection of the woman (12:6) 

a. How long will the woman be protected? (see 11:1-2) 

b. Where will she flee to for protection? (see note 2 below) 

c. Given the context of this vision, who might this woman symbolize? 

(9) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: The red color of the dragon…symbolizes the murderous character of Satan (John 

8:44)…the number ‘seven’ (is) a symbol of completeness…that the beast out of the sea has 

ten horns and seven heads (13:1; cf. 17:12) indicates that Satan’s earthly emissaries are like 

him in their destructive power.  The crowns…are Satan’s presumptuous claim of royal 

power over against the ‘KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS’ upon whose head are 

many diadems (19:12, 16). (NICNT, 233) 

Note 2: no one is sure about what or where the desert is, except that many scholars agree 

that desert or wilderness is likely a symbol for divine protection and intimate fellowship as 

the Exodus experience of Israel suggests. 

 

 

 

 



V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 20    The Tremendous Privilege of Israel 

“A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven, a woman clothed with the sun with 

the moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head.” (Revelation 12:1) 

 From the context of chapter 12, there is little doubt that “in this symbolism (the 

woman) we must discern the chosen people of God” (TNTC, 152).  Indeed, apart from the 

description given in 12:1 about the woman, the giving birth to child “who will rule the 

nations with an iron scepter” (Psalm 2) undoubtedly refers to the Christ child who is “the 

son of David, the son of Abraham” (Matthew 1:1). 

 However, we must ask why would such a sign of the historical fact of Christ’s birth 

through the Chosen People be shown at the sounding of the 7th trumpet, since basically all 

the rest of the revelation deal with the future? 

 I believe there are at least two reasons for the “re-telling” of the birth of Christ at this 

important juncture of human history and the accomplishment of “God’s mystery” (10:7): 

(1) It reminds us of the tremendous privilege of this election of the people of Israel by 

God: among the nations on earth: their election as God’s people gives them glorious 

status among God’s creation which is symbolized by her clothing of the sun (the 

supreme glory endowed upon them), the stepping of the moon under her feet (the 

authority even over God’s creation) and her seven crown of twelve stars (representing 

the kingly status of Israel’s twelve tribes among all nations).  This particular sign from 

heaven signifies that God has not forgotten about His election; God has not forgotten 

about them; and 

(2) The rest of the revelation ushered by the sounding of the 7th trumpet is about the 

realization of His promise of restoration of Israel as “He announced to His servants 

the prophets” (10:7).  More importantly, such a realization is only brought about by 

the death and resurrection of this Christ Child who has been snatched up to God and 

His throne and upon whose return, will rule all the nations with an iron scepter (12:5). 

Since we have been drafted into the same status through Christ (Romans 11:24), we are 

now part-takers of such a glorious status as well!  Isn’t that amazing! 

 

Day 21     Revelation 12:7-17 

The Battle in Heaven — 12:7-9 — the redemptive work of Christ is now depicted by a 

fierce battle in the heavenly realm (in essence vv. 7-14 is an elaboration of vv. 5-6) 



(1) Who are engaged in this fierce battle in heaven? (v. 7) 

(2) Who is Michael? (see Jude 9; Daniel 10:13, 21; 12:1) 

(3) What is the outcome of this battle? (v. 9) 

(4) How does Jesus speak about this result? (Luke 10:18; John 12:31) 

(5) The identity of this dragon (v. 9) 

a. Why is he called the ancient serpent? (see Genesis 3:1ff) 

b. As the devil or Satan, what has he done? (Apart from Genesis 3, see also John 

13:2; Luke 22:31, 2 Corinthians 2:11; 11:3 etc. concerning the work of Satan. See 

note below as well) 

Rejoicing in Heaven — 12:10-12 

(6) What is the implication of the defeat of Satan? (v. 10a) 

(7) Before Satan is hurled down from heaven, what did he use to do before God day and 

night? (v. 10b; see Job 1:6-11; Zechariah 3:1) 

(8) On earth, we also have become “overcomers” of Satan, the Accuser (v. 11) 

a. By the blood of the lamb: how so? (1:5;  Romans 8:32-34; I Corinthians 15: 

55-57) 

b. By the word of our testimony: how so? (v. 11b) 

(9) What will Satan be doing as he is hurled down to earth?  Should we be afraid of him? 

Why or why not? (v. 12b; Matthew 10:28) 

Satan’s Final Assault — 12:13-17 

(10) V. 6 has already alluded to God’s protection of the “woman” (the Chosen People) for 

1,260 days: 

a. How is the period of 1,260 days rephrased in v. 14? 

b. What does the giving of the two wings of a great eagle symbolize? (Exodus 19:4) 

(11) God’s protection – vv. 15-16 are subjects of many speculations: 

a. What kind of picture does a river of torrent depict? (I tend to think of Satan’s use 

of the nations of the world, like a torrent, to seek to wipe out the nation of Israel, 

God’s Chosen People.  What do you think?) 

b. What might the opening of the mouth of the earth indicate? (see Numbers 16:30) 

(12) While the “woman” is protected, who are left to face the onslaught of Satan on earth 

during this time (likely the 1,260 days)? 

(13) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: “He is both the devil (the word means ‘slander’) and Satan.  This latter is the older 

name.  It transliterates a Hebrew word which means ‘adversary’…But the term came to be 

used for the adversary of mankind, the spirit that accused people before God, such as Job 



(Job 1:6) and Joshua the high priest (Zech. 3:1).  The title ‘Accuser’, ‘Satan’, became 

attached to him in an exclusive sense.” (TNTC, 156) 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 21   Satan, the Accuser 

“For the accuser of our brothers, who accuses them before our God day and night has 

been hurled down.” (Revelation 12:10) 

 Many tend to think of the scene of the court of Heaven wherein Satan came to accuse 

Job (in Job 1) as purely symbolic.  However, the vision of the battle in the heavenly realm 

between the Archangel Michael and Satan in Revelation 12 is certainly a real battle in 

which Satan is defeated and is driven out once-for-all from Heaven.  Even Jesus speaks of 

this battle and says, “I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18). 

 Revelation 12 further affirms that before Satan is hurled down from heaven, he is “the 

accuser of our brothers who accuses them before our God days and night” (12:10b).  In 

other words, the scene in Job 1 is not symbolic.  Satan does come before God and accuse us 

day and night. 

 If we look at ourselves, we know that we still have many weaknesses and sins that 

Satan can use to accuse us before God, but the Apostle Paul reminds us that we are already 

“overcomers” of the Accuser, because “If God is for us, who can be against us…Who will 

bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. Who then is 

the one who condemns? No one. Christ Jesus who died — more than that, who was raised 

to life — is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.” (Romans 8:31, 33-34) 

 This also reminds us that, as much as we see weaknesses and sins in the lives of other 

brothers and sisters, we do not join Satan and accuse them before God; rather, we need to 

join our Lord Jesus in interceding for them before the throne of God instead. 

 

  



VI.   A Time for Silence 

You have meditated much with your intellectual faculty today.  Now have a moment of 

silence (the length is up to you, 5 or even 30 minutes), and ask God quietly, “Lord, is there 

any important message from you today that I might -have missed? Show me, your servant 

is listening?” 

    

VII. Supplication 

Use the following chart to cover people and ministries that you want to remember before 

the Lord, apart from praying for yourself:  

 Your 

family 

Other 

people 

Church 

Ministries 

Other 

Ministries 

City & 

World 
Others 

Sunday       

Monday       

Tuesday       

Wednesday       

Thursday       

Friday       

Saturday       

VII. Benediction 

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.  Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.  

Who will not fear you and bring glory to your name?  For you alone are holy.”  Amen. (Revelation 15:3-4) 


