
SLG Daily Devotion on Revelation 

Day 8-14 

 
 

  



Week 2  Day 8 - 14   

 

I. Invocation and Adoration: 

“God of love, through your only begotten Son you have given us a new commandment 

that we should love one another in the same way as you loved us, the unworthy and 

wandering; give to us your servants, in all the time of our life on the earth, a mind 

forgetful of past ill will, a pure conscience, and a heart to love our neighbors; through 

the same your Son our Savior Jesus Christ.  Amen.” (Coptic Liturgy of St Cyril, 2000 

Years of Prayer, 63) 

 

Adoration through reflecting on the Names (or Descriptions) of Holy Spirit 

We encourage you to choose one of the names (or descriptions) of Holy Spirit below 

to reflect on His majesty, goodness and/or grace and translate into a prayer of 

adoration. 

 

- Spirit of power (Isa.11:2) 

- Spirit of faith (2 Cor.4:13) 

- Spirit of fire (Isa.4:4) 

- Spirit of glory (1 Peter 4:14) 

 

II. Confession 

Pause now and ask the Holy Spirit to reveal to you your sins and ask for forgiveness. 

 

 

III. Thanksgiving 

List, one by one, things for which you should give thanks. 



IV. Scriptural Reflection:  

Day 8   Revelation 3:7-13 

To the church in Philadelphia (see note 1 below) 

(1) How does the Lord remind the church of Who He is? (v. 7) 

(2) What is the purpose of the emphasis on Him being “holy and true”? (See Isaiah 40:25, 

Habakkuk 3:3; Mark 1:24; John 6:69; Revelation 19:11) 

(3) In the glorious depiction of the Lord, the Lord mentions that He “holds the keys to 

death and Hades”, and yet He now emphasizes that He holds “the Key of David”: 

a. What is the Key of David? (see Isaiah 22:22ff and note 2 below) 

b. What is the purpose of this emphasis? 

(4) The encouragement (v. 8) 

a. Since the Lord knows their deeds, for what does the Lord commend them? 

b. What might it mean to them to hear the Lord say, “You have little strength”? 

c. What does it mean to you? 

d. What kind of door does the Lord promise to keep open for them? (see Isaiah 

22:22ff and Colossians 4:3) 

(5) The promise of deliverance (vv. 9-10) 

a. What is meant by “who claim to be Jews though they are not”? (see Romans 2: 

28-29; Galatians 2:14; 6:15-16) 

b. Why are these Jews called “the synagogue of Satan”? 

c. How will the Lord vindicate His believers? (v. 9) 

d. For those who have kept His command to endure patiently, what will happen to 

them in the End-time when judgment of calamities will befall the whole world? 

(v. 10) 

(6) The promise of rewards (vv. 11-13) 

a. What is meant by “overcomers” in this letter? (vv. 11-12) 

b. What do they have? (see 3:3) 

c. Passive reward — no one will take their crown: what is that crown? (2:10) 

d. Positive rewards (vv. 12-13) 

i. How important is a pillar to a building? (see also 1 Timothy 3:15) 

ii. What is meant by being made a pillar to the temple of God? (see also 

Ephesians 2:19-22) 

iii. Why does the Lord emphasize also that “Never again will he (the overcomer) 

leave it”? 



iv. What does the writing of names on him (the pillar) signify? (names signify 

belonging) 

v. What is the significance of having the three names written on us (the 

overcomers) 

1. The name of “my God”? (see Zechariah 14:20-21) 

2. The name of the “city of my God, the New Jerusalem which is coming 

down out of the heaven of my God”? (see Revelation 21:10) 

3. “My new name”? (Revelation 19:12) 

e. In giving these precious promises, the Lords prefaces by saying: “I am coming 

soon” (v. 11), but He certainly has not come yet: 

i. What is the purpose of such an emphasis to the church in Philadelphia? 

ii. What does it mean to us today? 

(7) What is the message to you today?  How may you apply it to your life? 

Note 1: This city is fittingly known as the city of “brotherly love” because of the loyalty of 

Attalaus II Philadelphus to his brother Eumenes II king of Pergamum, although it is not 

certain which one of them actually founded the city between 189 B.C. to 138 B.C.  In any 

case, it was built intentionally as a mission city to propagate the Hellenistic way of life 

because of its strategic locale earning its name, “the gateway to the East”.  This prosperous 

city was known for wine-growing and its many temples.  The church in Philadelphia is the 

only church after the church in Smyrna that received praise and not rebuke from the Lord. 

Note 2: Isaiah 22:22ff foretells the day of the Messiah on whose shoulder is put the Key of 

David which refers to the restoration of the David Kingdom. In essence, though, it points to 

Christ who will sit on the throne of David to rule, not just the Israelites, but over the 

kingdoms of the world.  Key signifies authority, reign and power. 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 8   Most Fitting Encouragement  

“I am coming soon. Hold on to what you have, so that no one will take your crown.  

Him who overcomes, I will make a pillar in the temple of my God. Never again will he 

leave it.” (Revelation 3:11-12) 

 It is interesting to note that before the Lord gives the faithful in Philadelphia the 

glorious promise of being a pillar in the temple of God, the New Jerusalem, He gives them 

two negative assurances: 



(1) “No one will take your crown” which refers to the crown of life, their eternal life  that 

assures them of not being hurt at all by the second death (2:10-11), and 

(2) “Never again will he leave it”, which refers to their permanent belonging to God’s 

presence in heaven. 

Why does the Lord choose to give these negative assurances?  I believe it has much to 

do with the persecution they are experiencing at the time.   

From the Book of Acts, we understand that Christians are driven out of the Jewish 

synagogues all over Asia.  Some Jews even incited the locals to put them in prison, like in 

Thessalonica (Acts 17).  Obviously, some believers could not handle such persecution, and 

might be tempted to give up their faith, It is under such real threats of apostasy that the 

Lord urges them to hold on to what they have — the gospel of Jesus Christ — like their 

Olympic athletes, to persevere till the end, because the crown of life — eternal life — is 

theirs already. 

 For some believers who are also Jews, their being driven out of their synagogue 

amounts to a forfeiture of their Jewish nationality.  It is still the case today, as all people of 

Jewish origin can automatically return to Israel and be recognized as Jewish citizens, but 

not those who have become Christians.  Therefore the Lord reminds them it is far more 

important to belong to the true temple of God.  If they remain faithful, they will have no 

fear of being driven out it at all.  Never! 

 How fitting are these assurances, though negative, to the suffering church in 

Philadelphia! 

 

Day 9    Revelation 3: 14-22 

The church in Laodicea (see note below) 

(1) As the Lord’s last letter before revealing “what must soon take place” (1:1), what is 

the significance to each of His self-addresses: 

a. The “Amen”? (see Isaiah 65:16 in that the “God of truth” is literally the “God of 

Amen”; also refer to  Deuteronomy 27:14ff for use as the end of prayers) 

b. The “Faithful and True Witness”? (see 1:5 and 19:11) 

c. “The “Ruler of God’s creation”? (see John 1:1-3; Colossians 1:15ff; note  that the 

word “beginning” in Greek is the exact word translated as “ruler” here) 

(2) Rebukes (vv. 16-17) 

a. Lukewarm (v. 16) 



i. Using drinking water as an analogy, why does the Lord wish that they are 

either cold or hot? 

ii. What would the Lord do if they are hot (as in being zealous in spirit or in 

their love for God)? 

iii. What would the Lord do if they are cold? (Matthew 24:12) 

iv. Now that they are lukewarm, what does the Lord threaten to do?  

v. Which of the above describe your spiritual temperature today? 

b. Spiritually poor (v. 17) — they are obviously wealthy physically with gold and 

silver etc.: 

i. How might their physical wealth make them think that spiritually they are 

rich? 

ii. What might have blinded them from realizing that they are in fact wretched, 

pitiful, poor, blind and naked before the Lord? 

(3) Call to Repentance (v. 18) — they are told to buy from the Lord 

a. Not just gold, but “refined” gold in order to be truly rich: what does it mean? (see 

1 Peter 1:7 and David’s prayer in 139:23) 

b. White clothes to wear to cover their shame: what does it mean? How can they get 

them? (Revelation 3:4, 5; 4:5; 6:11; 7:9, 13-14; 19:14) 

c.  Salve to put on their eyes so that they can see: what is that eye-salve that can heal 

their spiritual blindness? (Matthew 6:19-24) 

(4) The encouragement (vv. 19-20) 

a. Should they be discouraged by these harsh words of rebuke and threat?  Why not? 

(v.19) 

b. Instead of instant punishment, what does the Lord depict Himself doing? (v. 20a) 

c. Have they heard His voice and His knocking? (v. 22) 

d. What do they have to do? 

e. What will the Lord do once they choose to open their (heart’s) door? 

f. What does eating mean, especially in the Oriental culture? 

g. Although this invitation to open the door is extended to the self-deluded members 

of the church, do you think it is equally extended to non-believers?  Why or why 

not? 

(5) The promise of reward (v. 21) 

a. What then is meant by “overcomers” in this church? 

b. What is the promise given to the overcomers? (see Matthew 19:28; 2 Timothy 

2:12) 

(6) As we come to the last letter, can you sum up: 



a. The key warnings to each of the churches? 

b. The key promises to each of the churches? 

(7) What is the most important message to you and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note:   The city of Laodicea was reputed to be the richest city in the province of Phrygia, 

and perhaps, fittingly its church receives the more severe rebuke by the Lord.  While we do 

not take the position that the Seven Churches in Revelation represent a historical 

progression of the history of the Christians churches up to the return of the Lord, Laodicea, 

however, does best depict the churches in our time.  Laodicea was noted for its banking, its 

manufacture of woolen garment and its medical school which produced two famous 

ointments one of which was an eye-salve.  The church in Laodicea was established likely 

through the preaching of Epaphras (Colossians 1:7; 4:12-13).  The Apostle Paul wrote 

them a letter which has been lost (Colossians 4:16). 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 9    The Overcomers 

“To the one who overcomes, I will give the right to sit with me on my throne, just as I 

overcame and sat down with my Father on His throne.” (Revelation 3:21) 

 It is interesting to note that even to the church in Laodicea — the church that receives 

the harshest rebuke, the word of exhortation is still to “overcome”.  What do these 

Christians in Laodicea need to overcome?  Not being faithful to death like the church in 

Smyrna, nor the fighting against the immoral teachings of the prophetess Jezebel in 

Thyatira, but simply the overcoming of their lukewarm spiritual condition, and to 

recognize their true condition so that they may buy from the Lord: 

- Refined gold: meaning asking God to test and refine them even with trials (Psalm 

139:23); 

- White clothes: meaning to repent and be washed in the blood of Christ again (I John 

1:9); and 

- Salve for the eyes: meaning. In their case, not making “treasures” as their gods any 

more (Matthew 6:19-25) 

These, in fact, are what “all” believers ought to do anyway!  And yet by simply doing 

what we all need to do as genuine followers of Christ, we will all be called “overcomers” 

and will not only rule with Christ (2:26; 2 Timothy 2;12), but also sit with Christ on His 

throne, and this applies to you and to me. 



That is such a marvelous picture of our complete union in Christ — we in Christ and 

Christ in us!  There is no greater glory than this, and this is the share of all who have opened 

their hearts to let Him come — eternal life in Him forever! 

 

Day 10    Revelation 4:1-6a 

The first vision is now over.  After the glorious appearance of the Lord Jesus and the words 

given to the Seven Churches in Asia at the time, John is given a second vision in which he 

is shown the throne of God in heaven in chapters 4 & 5.  This vision is clearly about the 

future as 5:13 indicates.  The future events that lead to the consummation of God’s plan of 

salvation through His Son Jesus Christ are now revealed through the unsealing of a scroll in 

heaven. 

The Introduction to the 2nd vision — 4:1 

(1) “After this I looked”: what is John referring to? 

(2) What does John see? (Note: John is honestly recording what he sees, but in a vision of 

the non-materialistic realm in heaven, God has to use materialistic symbols to convey 

to John and us the reality of the heavenly.  So John sees a “door”, but it does not mean 

that heaven has a door but it signifies “entrance” into the heavenly realm.  This applies 

to all heavenly things in all of his visions, including the faces of the four living 

creatures) 

(3) Who is the one who now speaks to him again? (see 1:10-13) 

(4) What are the things he is going to be shown about? 

The Throne of God in Heaven — 4:2-6a 

(5) John is shown a throne in heaven (v. 2): what does a throne signify? 

(6) What is the One who sits on the throne like? (v. 3) 

(7) What is the throne encircled by? (v. 4) 

(8) The 24 other thrones: 

a. Who are the ones seated on these thrones? (see note below) 

b. Since thrones denote rule and authority: together with their dresses (see 3:4, 5; 

6:11; 7:9, 13-14; 19:14) and crowns, what do they portray about the elders? 

(9) What do lightning and thunder signify? (Exodus 19:16ff) 

(10) What are blazing before the throne? (v. 5)  What do they signify? (1:4) 

(11) What does the throne appear to sit on? (v. 6a) 

(12) Turn to Ezekiel 1:26-28 and read Ezekiel’s perception of the same heavenly throne of 

God. 



(13) What do both visions have in common? 

(14) What is the message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: As “elders” always refer to human beings, I tend to agree with those commentators 

who interpret them as symbolic of the church in its totality — a combination of the 12 

Israeli patriarchs and the 12 apostles.  This is also in tune with the scene of the New 

Jerusalem in which the 12 gates and 12 foundations are inscribed with the names of the 12 

tribes of Israel and the names of the 12 apostles respectively (21:12-14) 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 10    The Sovereign Lord 

“At once I was in the Spirit, and there before me was a throne in heaven with 

someone sitting on it.” (Revelation 4:2)  

 The revelation of the Apostle John begins with the glorious appearance of the Lord 

Jesus at which John imperceptibly falls at His feet as though dead (1:17).  It is with such a 

glorious appearance that the Lord Jesus delivers His message to the Seven Churches in the 

form of seven letters. 

 The recipients of these letters no doubt will come to realize that their Lord sees and 

knows everything concerning them and what they are facing.  The words of rebuke and 

encouragement are invariably framed with the future in sight — including their immediate 

future, the End-time and the eternal realm.  However, their immediate future and the 

End-time point to even greater sufferings for them and severe judgment for the whole 

world before His return which, in the visions to come, will be described in greater details, 

such as in 12:12: “Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! He 

is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 

 Therefore, before the revelation of such woes, it is necessary for John and the churches 

to have a glimpse of the throne of God in heaven so they might behold, in the words of 

Robert Mounce: “a vision of a sovereign God in full command of the course of human 

affairs as they move swiftly to their denouncement.  On the plain of history the church 

appears unable to resist the might of hostile worldly powers, but the course of history is not 

determined by political power but by God enthroned and active.  At His appointed time the 

scroll of destiny is to be handed to the Lamb, who Himself will open the seals, bring history 

to a close, and usher in the eternal state.” (NICOT, Revelation, 116) 

 



 Day 11    Revelation 4:6b-11 

The Worship of the Four Living Creatures & the Elders (see note below) 

The Four Living Creatures — 4:6b-9 

(1) They are covered with eyes front and back: what does it symbolize? 

a. What might their four faces symbolize: 

i. Lion?(see Proverbs 30:30)  

ii. Ox? (see Psalm 144:14; Proverbs 14:4) 

iii. Man? (Genesis 1:27) 

iv. Flying Eagle? (see Psalm 103:5; Isaiah 40:31) 

b. What are their wings for? (see Isaiah 6:2) 

(2) What do they do day and night? (v. 8; see Isaiah 6:3) 

(3) How does their song of praise differ from the Seraphim’s in Isaiah 6? 

(4) What might be the reason for the difference given the context of this vision? 

The 24 Elders — 4:10-11 

(5) They join in to praise God: what do both vv. 9 & 10 address God as and why? 

(6) How do the elders worship? (v. 10)   

(7) What does it signify? 

(8) The elders’ song of praise (v. 11) 

a. What do they ascribe to God? 

b. What reason do they give in their praise? 

c. How might this praise echo the four faces of the four living creatures? 

(9) It is helpful for us to close our eyes and allow the eyes of our mind to visualize the 

scene in heaven which we have just read in this chapter: why not join them in worship 

right now! 

(10) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: Although the four living creatures in Revelation and Ezekiel have some differences 

in their symbolic description, they have far more in common.  They should depict the same 

“cherubim” (Ezekiel 10:15) who are “an exalted order of angelic beings…the immediate 

guardians of the throne” (NICOT, 124) From Ezekiel’s vantage point, he sees the four faces 

of each cherub, while John from his vantage point sees only one side of the faces of each 

cherub, but the symbols of their faces convey the same spiritual essence. 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 11    The Heavenly Worship 



“They laid their crowns before the throne...” (Revelation 4:10) 

 Although we cannot be sure who these 24 elders are or represent, since the term 

“elders” is necessarily human term, I tend to agree with those commentators who interpret 

them as symbolic of the church in its totality — a combination of the 12 Israeli patriarchs 

and the 12 apostles.  This is also in tune with the scene of the New Jerusalem in which the 

12 gates and 12 foundations are inscribed with the names of the 12 tribes of Israel and the 

names of the 12 apostles respectively (21:12-14). 

 The fact that they need no introduction to John also signifies that they must have 

dressed like and look like elders in a setting with which John is familiar.  However it is 

interesting to note that these 24 elders serve to confirm the promises made by the Lord to 

the seven churches in that 

- They are seated on thrones that surround the throne of God and that serves to confirm 

the promise to rule  made by the Lord to the overcomers (2: 26ff; 3:21) 

- They are dressed in white and that also confirms the granting of righteousness to the 

overcomers (3:5, 18) and 

- They wear golden crowns on their heads and that also confirm the promise of the 

crown of life made to them (2:10; 3:11). 

However, it is also worth noting that as these elders join the four living creatures 

(likely cherubim) in worship, they will leave their seats (i.e. their thrones), lay their crowns 

before the throne and fall down before the throne of God and worship.  This is an obvious 

sign of utter humility to signify that they are totally unworthy to occupy their position of 

authority, and whatever they might have achieved or earned (as the crowns signify), they 

need to lay on the ground as dust and the only fitting thing to do before Lord God Almighty 

is to prostrate before Him.   

This is the heavenly model of worship that we need to emulate every time we come before 

the Lord to worship Him — a worship of utter humility and unworthiness! 

 

Day 12   Revelation 5:1-14 

In this second vision John is shown the worship before the throne of God in heaven 

(chapter 4) and now  he is shown what it takes to have God’s plan for “what must take 

place” (4:1) to unfold: 



(1) The scroll held by the right hand of God, as the rest of Revelation shows, is about the 

events leading to the end of human history and the coming of “a new heaven and a 

new earth” (21:1): why it is sealed? (see Daniel 12:4) 

(2) No one is worthy to break the seal (vv. 2-4) 

a. According to Daniel 12:1-3, what matters are to be sealed? 

b. Why is there no one in heaven or on earth worthy to break open the seal to bring 

about the last resurrection mentioned in Daniel? 

c. What caused John to weep uncontrollably as a result? (v. 4) 

d. Would you have wept if you were John?  Why or why not? 

(3) The Lamb is worthy (vv. 5-7) 

a. What does one of the elders tell John? (v. 5) 

b. The description of the one who is worthy to open the seal is taken from the OT 

prophecies of the Messiah: 

i. Why is the Messiah called the “Lion of Judah”? (see Genesis 49:9-10) 

ii. Why is He also called the “Root of David”? (see Isaiah 11:1ff) 

c. With such names and the fact that He has triumphed, what would John expect to 

see? 

d. Instead, what did he see? (vv. 6-7) 

i. How could a “Lamb” who has been slain be said to have triumphed? (Isaiah 

53:7ff; John 1:29) 

ii. Why is He worthy to open the seal? 

iii. Now He appears before the throne of God with seven horns and seven eyes:  

if seven stands for perfection or completeness (which most commentators 

agree), what do seven horns and eyes symbolize as the Lamb stands ready to 

open the seal? 

(4) The worship of the Lamb (vv. 8-14) 

a. A new song is sung (vv. 8-10) 

i. Who are the ones who worship the Lamb here? 

ii. In the last scene (in chapter 4) they were worshipping God, why then would 

they worship the Lamb when He takes the scroll into His hand? 

iii. At the unfolding of the scroll by the Lamb, their worship is accompanied by 

golden bowls full of incense “which are the prayers of the saints”: why is 

that?  What does it mean? 

iv. The new song sets out the reason for His triumph: 

1. Although He was slain (on the cross): what has He accomplished with 

His death and His blood? (v. 9) 



2. As those who have been saved, what have we become and what will our 

future be? (v. 10) 

3. In what sense is it a “new” song? 

b. The angels join in (vv. 11-12) 

i. How many angels did John see? (also see Daniel 7:10) 

ii. What do the angels ascribe to the Lamb? 

c. Every creature joins in (vv. 13-14) 

i. Has every creature joined in to praise the Lamb today? 

ii. Why not? (see Daniel 7:11-14) 

iii. To whom do they sing praises? 

iv. How do the four living creatures and elders respond to all these praises? 

(v.14) 

(5) With such a scene of exuberant worship in heaven at the opening of the scroll, how 

does it help you to face the events of the world? 

(6) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 12    John, the Disciple of Love 

“I wept and wept because no one was found who was worthy to open the scroll or look 

inside.” (Revelation 5:4) 

 I find it very moving that when John saw in the vision that “no one in heaven or on 

earth or under the earth could open the scroll and look into it”, he did not only weep, but he 

“wept and wept”, meaning uncontrollably (5:4). 

 Some opine that John wept because it appears that the promise of 4:1, showing him 

what must take place, is about to be thwarted; and that he would not be able to see the 

revelation he is promised.  If such was the case, why would he weep uncontrollably? 

 I am sure that even in a vision, John is fully aware of what his Lord has already 

accomplished.  He witnessed Jesus’ death and resurrection and he heard His promise to 

come back again, and he now longs to see Him again upon His return (22:20).  And yet, as 

these future events are about to unfold, ushering in the final consummation of all that His 

Lord has accomplished, where is He?  If He is not worthy to open the seal, His death and 

resurrection would have come to naught!  Where is his hope? Or more importantly, where 

is the hope of the world? 



 I believe this temporary silence has caused him such anguish that he could not help but 

burst into tears and wept and wept!   Although it was a sign of weakness in his faith, but in 

this moment of doubt, he wept not only for himself and the world, he wept also for his 

Lord!  Oh, how much John loved the Lord!  He is truly a disciple of love! 

 

Day 13    Revelation 6:1-17 

The Seven Seals: now the Lamb proceeds to open the seals of the scroll: 

The First Four Seals — 6:1-8 — it is helpful to consider the first four seals together as it 

begins with the first seal in v. 1 but ends with a concluding statement of the four seals in v. 

8, which shows that the four seals are in fact one unit: 

(1) The 1st seal (vv. 1-2) 

a. What might the opening of each seal being accompanied by the thunderous voice 

of one of the four living creatures signify? (v. 1) 

b. What color is the first horse?  What does its color symbolize? 

c. What does the white horse’s rider have? (v. 2) 

d. What is his mission? 

(2) The 2nd seal (vv. 3-4) 

a. What color is the second horse?  What does its color symbolize? 

a. What does the fiery red horse’s rider have? 

b. What is his mission? 

(3) The 3rd seal (vv. 5-6) 

a. What color is the third horse?  What does its color symbolize? 

b. What does the black horse’s rider have? 

c. Since a quart of wheat is only enough for a person’s consumption, the man opts to 

buy the cheaper alternative (barley) likely in order to feed his entire family with 

one day’s wages: what then is the mission of this rider?(note that this famine 

seems to be limited as oil and wine are spared [for the rich?]) 

(4) The 4th seal (vv. 7-8) 

a. What color is the fourth horse? 

b. What is the name of the rider of the pale horse? 

c. What is his mission? (v. 8a) 

(5) In sum, what is the combined mission of the four riders (v. 8b; note the term “they” 

which denotes not just the 4th rider) 

The 5th & 6th Seal — 6:9-17 



(6) The 5th seal (vv. 9-11): it appears to show martyred souls up to , but not including the 

time of the Great Tribulation 

a. For what reasons have they been slain? 

b. In this vision, what question do they pose to the Lord? (v. 10) 

c. What does their calling in a “loud voice” indicate? (v. 10a) 

d. What does the giving of white robes mean to them (as an answer to their cry)? 

(see 3:4-5, 18; 7:14; 19:14)  

e. What is the future event unfolded by this seal?? 

(7) The 6th seal (vv. 12-17) — The natural phenomena that will accompany this 

unprecedented earthquake: 

a. The sun will turn black like sackcloth made of goat hair: what will it be like? 

b. The moon will turn blood red: what will it be like? 

c. The stars will fall to earth: what will actually happen and what will it be like? (v. 

13) 

d. The scrolling up of the sky: what will it be like? 

e. The moving of “every” mountain and island? 

f. Unlike the first four seals, how wide-spread will this disaster be? 

g. The response of the people on earth (vv. 15-17) 

i. Who will be affected? (v. 15) 

ii. Why will they seek hiding in caves? (see Isaiah 2:10, 19, 21 as well) 

iii. Do they recognize the source of such calamities? (v. 16b) 

iv. What does it mean for them to call on the mountains and rocks to fall upon 

them? (v. 17) 

(8) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 13    The Great Day of Wrath 

“For the great day of their wrath has come and who can stand?” (Revelation 6:17) 

 Technically, the scroll that John sees in his vision cannot be opened until all the seals 

are opened.  As a result the six seals should act more like a precursor to the actual “End” 

which will be ushered into at the opening of the final and 7th seal. 

 As a result, the unfolding of the six seals corresponds more than the four horsemen in 

Zechariah 1.  The ones in Revelation “symbolize conquest (white), bloodshed (red), 



scarcity (black) and death (pale).  In Zechariah they are sent out to patrol the earth, while in 

Revelation their release brings disasters to the earth” (NICOT, 140). 

 Furthermore, the vision of the four seals is followed by the 5th and 6th seals; together 

they correspond to the eschatological discourse of the Lord Jesus in the Synoptic Gospels, 

especially the one in Luke, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. 

There will be great earthquakes, famines and pestilences in various places, and fearful 

events and great signs from heaven” (Luke 21:10-11).  However, just as the six seals are a 

precursor to the “End”, the Lord also says, these are the beginning of birth pains only and 

“the end is still to come” (Mark 13:7-8). 

 If such horrific calamities are only a precursor, the beginning of birth pains, no wonder 

Malachi says, “Who can stand when He appears” (Malachi 3:2) 

 

Day 14     Revelation 7:1-17 

Interlude or Prelude to the opening of the 7th seal: 

(1) Protection of the remnant of Israel (vv. 1-9) 

a. Read Daniel 7:2ff and Jeremiah 49:36ff: what does wind signify? 

b. In the case of these four angels, what sweeping power have they been bestowed? 

(v. 2) 

c. Before they will carry out any destruction, what are they told to wait for? (v. 3; 

note that the meaning of the angel having to come from the east is not really 

certain) 

d. A seal is a mark of belonging: 

i. To whom do these people belong? (v. 2) 

ii. What will they be protected from by the seal? 

iii. What might the evenly distributed numbers signify (of all 12 tribes and are 

numbered 12,000 each)? (see note below) 

(2) The worship by all peoples (vv. 9-12) — after the sealing of the 12 tribes of Israel, 

John is shown the worship of all peoples, likely in contrast to  the 12 tribes of Israel 

before he is shown the opening of the 7th seal: 

a. Where do these people come from? 

b. Who do they have in common? (the holding of palm branches appears to be a 

tradition of festive celebration; see John 12:13) 

c. What do they cry out aloud? (v. 10)  What does salvation mean to them especially 

if they are Gentiles? 



d. The four living creatures and the elders join in (vv. 11-12) 

i. What triggers their worship at this point? 

ii. What is their praise about? 

(3) The identity of this great multitude of peoples (vv. 13-17) 

a. Where have they come out from, according to the elder? (v. 14; see today’s 

meditative article about the Great Tribulation) 

b. It is debatable whether they are martyrs, although they definitely have gone 

through the Great Tribulation (vv. 15-17) 

i. Where will they serve God? (v. 15a; see 21:22) 

ii. What is meant by God spreading His tent over them? (see 21:3) 

iii. What will they enjoy in contrast to their sufferings during the Great 

Tribulation? (vv. 16-17) 

c. How great a comfort is this scene for those who will be going through the Great 

Tribulation in the future? 

(4) What is the main message to you today and how may you apply it to your life? 

Note: the identity of these 12 tribes is the subject of different interpretations.  Most 

commentators see the number as symbolic pointing to its entirety.  However, who they 

really are is far from being certain.  Many scholars appear to see them representing the 

church, the real Israel.  Some would restrict the 144,000 to that portion of the entire church 

which in the last days is marked out for martyrdom (which appears to be in conflict with 

the protection motif of the seal).  I personally incline to side with the minority of 

commentators that they are likely the remnant of the Jews (otherwise called “all Israel” in 

Romans 11:27) who will be saved, because even in Revelation, the 12 tribes of Israel are 

separately identified from the 12 apostles (Revelation 21:12, 13). Also, the 12 tribes of 

Israel appear to be listed in contrast to the worship by the multitudes from all nations and 

tribes in v. 9ff. to highlight that God’s salvation is extended to peoples of the entire earth.  

As far as the order of the tribes and the omission of the tribe of Dan are concerned, there is 

no consensus among scholars as well. 

 

V.   Meditative Reflection 

Day 14   The Great Tribulation 

“These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed their 

robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.” (Revelation 7:14) 



 Although personally I maintain a distinction between the 144,000 Jewish believers 

sealed by the Living God from the great multitude from all peoples, I find Robert Mounce’s 

explanation about the Great Tribulation very helpful: 

“The use of' the definite article in the phrase “the great tribulation” 

indicates that the angel is referring primarily to that final series of woes which 

will immediately precede the end. It is the hour of trial that is to come upon 

the whole world (3:10). It is not ‘the awesome totality of tribulation which 

from century to century has been the experience of the people of God’ (as 

some opine) nor does it correspond to ‘the entire history of the church - past, 

present, and future’ (as Wall says).  It is that specific period of distress and 

cruel persecution which will take place prior to the return of Christ. 

Prophesied by Daniel (12:1) and reflected on the screen of history at the fall of 

Jerusalem (Mark 13:19 and parallels), it finds its fulfillment in that final 

persecution which supplies the full complement of Christian martyrs (6:11). 

John views the entire company of faithful believers in the light of the 144,000 

who have just come through the final period of testing. Not all are martyrs. 

There is no mention here of being slain (as in 6:9) or beheaded (as in 20:4) for 

the testimony they bore. Their robes are white by virtue of the redemptive 

death of the Lamb. Their rewards are those of all the faithful. Persecution has 

always been the lot of those who follow the Lamb (John 16:33; 2 Tim 3:12). 

The intensity of the conflict of righteousness and evil will rise to such a pitch 

as to become the great tribulation.” (NICOT, Revelation, 164) 

 

  



VI.   A Time for Silence 

You have meditated much with your intellectual faculty today.  Now have a moment of 

silence (the length is up to you, 5 or even 30 minutes), and ask God quietly, “Lord, is there 

any important message from you today that I might -have missed? Show me, your servant 

is listening?” 

    

VII. Supplication 

Use the following chart to cover people and ministries that you want to remember before 

the Lord, apart from praying for yourself:  

 Your 

family 

Other 

people 

Church 

Ministries 

Other 

Ministries 

City & 

World 
Others 

Sunday       

Monday       

Tuesday       

Wednesday       

Thursday       

Friday       

Saturday       

VII. Benediction 

“Worthy is the Lamb who was slain, to receive power and wealth and wisdom and 

strength and honor and glory and praise.”  Amen. (Revelation 5:12) 


