
VCBC Sunday Life Group                                                                                                                            October – December 2021 
The Book of Revelation 

Lesson #9-B—Chs. 17-18 
The Scarlet

t
 Beast (Antichrist) & Babylon the Great 

November 28, 2021 

I. Introduction 

We have just briefly looked at the visions in the book of Daniel concerning the successive world powers that have been prophesied 

leading up to the END, with the focus on the last world power depicted as the “small horn” that either emerged from uprooting 3 of 

the 10 horns (of the 4
th

 Beast of Daniel 7) or the last of the four horns (of the goat of Daniel 8) which we believe to be the Scarlet 

Beast revealed to John in Revelation 17.  Let’s read the portion of chapter 17 that describes this Beast on which the “woman” (Great 

Babylon) sits. 

(1) Woman’s initial influence over the Beast: “There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with 

blasphemous names and had seven heads and ten horns. (v.3)—that gibes with the visions of Daniel! 

(2) The origin of the Beast: “The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the Abyss and go 

to its destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the 

world will be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come.” (v.8ff) 
a. as much as it’s “coming out of the sea” (13:1), i.e. like all other world powers, its origin is from the Abyss (demonic) 

b. but, as the visions of Daniel show, it belongs to the successive anti-God world powers form old—the huge statue of Daniel 2—

while not yet revealed in John’s time, but will come at the END 

c. Will make the people of the earth submit to him (especially through his agent, the False Prophet) 

d. Irrespective of its origin and power, its fate is sealed—will go to its destruction (repeated emphasis, see v.11) 

(3) Its lineage: “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They are also 

seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for only a little 

while. The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. (vv. 

9-11)—The beast is part of 7 world powers in human history—5 past, 6th is (Rome), 7th to come—the Beast is the 8th 

(4) The Beast & the 10 horns: “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for one 

hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give their power and authority 

to the beast. 14 They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because He is Lord of lords and 

King of kings—and with Him will be His called, chosen and faithful followers.” (vv. 12-13)—10 horns (kings) will surface late 

at the END (suddenly), and become allies of the Beast (as distinct from the kings of the earth)—wage war against Lamb. 

(5) Beast and Allies destroy Babylon the Great: The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will 

bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts 

to accomplish His purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast their royal authority, until God’s words are fulfilled.” (vv. 

16-17)-See chart below.  



The Woman (Babylon the Great), the Seven Hills (Historic Kings) and Ten Horns (Coming allies of Beast) & the Beast of 

Revelation 17 

 

The Fall The Flood Tower of Abrahamic  Fall of  Christ’s birth       NT Church Great Tribulation  

In Eden 1
st
 universal       Babel   Covenant Jerusalem   Death &  Era  3 ½ Yr– 3 ½ Yr  

  Judgment        (Babylon)     Resurrection                                     Final Earth Judgment! 

 

“The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and tongues” (Rev. 17:15) 
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While chapter 17 depicts the fate of the woman (Babylon the Great), the fate of the rest of the kings of the earth and its inhabitants, 

and that of the Beast, the False Prophet and the Dragon will addressed in chapter 19, and in the meantime, chapter 18 unexpectedly 

describes the mourning of the ruin of the woman by the inhabitants of the entire earth. 

 

Chapter 18 is basically a “dirge”—a song of lament—by the kings (and the people) “ruled” by the woman (Babylon the Great) 

 But the contents of their dirge surprisingly reveal the bonding and relationship they had with the woman in that 

 They all benefited greatly from the woman in the past to the point that 

 Her ruin also spells their ruin—commerce collapses, international (and internet) trading wiped out, entertainment (Hollywood 

etc.) ceases, small businesses and industries gone and merry-makings (weddings etc.) vanish for ever. 

o No wonder, they all will “weep and mourn…terrified and stand far off and cry”. (v.10) 

 

The surprising thing is 

- They woman is destroyed by the Beast and its allies and 

- These are the people who bear the “mark of the Beast”. 

 

Because of time, I shall simply read chapter 18 to you, and allow you the soak in the horror of her destruction: 

“ 

18 After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was illuminated by his 

splendor. 2 With a mighty voice he shouted: 

“‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ 

She has become a dwelling for demons 

and a haunt for every impure spirit, 

a haunt for every unclean bird, 

a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. 

3 For all the nations have drunk 

the maddening wine of her adulteries. 

The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, 

and the merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 

 

4 Then I heard another voice from heaven say: 

“‘Come out of her, my people,’ 

so that you will not share in her sins, 

so that you will not receive any of her plagues; 



5 for her sins are piled up to heaven, 

and God has remembered her crimes. 

6 Give back to her as she has given; 

pay her back double for what she has done. 

Pour her a double portion from her own cup. 

7 Give her as much torment and grief 

as the glory and luxury she gave herself. 

In her heart she boasts, 

‘I sit enthroned as queen. 

I am not a widow; 

I will never mourn.’ 

8 Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: 

death, mourning and famine. 

She will be consumed by fire, 

for mighty is the Lord God who judges her. 

 

9 “When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke of her burning, they 

will weep and mourn over her. 10 Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and cry: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

you mighty city of Babylon! 

In one hour your doom has come!’ 

11 “The merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes anymore— 12 cargoes of 

gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of 

every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron and marble; 13 cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and 

frankincense, of wine and olive oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and bodies and souls of 

men.”14 “They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your luxury and splendor have vanished, never to be 

recovered.’ 15 The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will stand far off, terrified at her 

torment. They will weep and mourn 16 and cry out: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, 

and glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls! 

17 In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin!’ 



“Every sea captain, and all who travel by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. 18 

When they see the smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there ever a city like this great city?’ 19 They will throw 

dust on their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: 

“‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, 

where all who had ships on the sea 

became rich through her wealth! 

In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’ 

 

20 “Rejoice over her, you heavens! 

    Rejoice, you people of God! 

    Rejoice, apostles and prophets! 

For God has judged her 

    with the judgment she imposed on you.” 

 

Analogy of her utter and complete ruin: 

21 Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and said: 

“With such violence, the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again. 

22 The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters, 

will never be heard in you again. 

No worker of any trade 

will ever be found in you again. 

The sound of a millstone 

will never be heard in you again. 

23 The light of a lamp 

will never shine in you again. 

The voice of bridegroom and bride 

will never be heard in you again. 

Your merchants were the world’s important people. 

By your magic spell all the nations were led astray. 

24 In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s holy people, 

of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” 

 

 



Final thought on chapters 17 & 18 

 

On the one hand, the Beast (Antichrist) and its allies represent 

- Military and political powers (being used by Satan) 

- To bring down or prevent the establishment of the Kingdom of God 

On the other hand, the Woman (Babylon the Great) represents 

- The entire human system or spirit that rebels against God 

- Pulling the entire inhabitants of the earth to turn from God to worship idols of all kinds, including humanism together 

with her 

- She and the entire inhabitants of the earth are thus the objects of God’s wrath unleased during the Great Tribulation 

 

God’s final judgment 

- The woman will be destroyed at the hands of the Beast and its allies 

- The kings of the earth and the inhabitants of the earth will be “harvested” at the Battle of Armageddon together with the 

Beast and its allies 

o The Beast and its False Prophets will be thrown in the lake of fire 

o The Dragon (Satan) will be chained in the Abyss for a thousand year 

- Upon the end of the thousand years 

o Satan will be released to lead inhabitants of the earth to one last rebellion only to be defeated 

 Satan will join the Beast and the False Prophet in the lake of fire, while 

 Those who are not in the Book of Life will be resurrected to face the Last Judgment, ending with being 

thrown in the lake of fire as well. 

 

 

 

 

 


