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VCBC Sunday Life Group                                                              October – December 2021 
The Book of Revelation 

Lesson #9-A 
The 1

st
 Beast (Antichrist) & Babylon the Great 
Chs. 17-18 & the Book of Daniel 

November 28, 2021 
Introduction 
 
Today, I wish to spend some time considering the 1

st
 Beast (the Antichrist) which I chose not to 

address in any details in previous lessons as it is a very loaded subject that requires more time to 
wrestle with, and the drawing of the visions from the book of Daniel to gain a more 
comprehensive understanding.  As we begin, allow me to say something about the Book of 
Daniel first. 
 
The Book of Daniel forms part of the “Writings” in the Hebrew Bible, but is grouped under the 
“Prophets” in our Bible.  The name of Daniel means “God is (my) Judge”.  He was a young 
nobleman of Judah taken to Babylon in the first deportation (605 B.C.)  The book covers the 
historical period of the Babylonian empire till the first years of the Persian era.  Daniel most 
likely lived to his eighties.  The book’s significance goes beyond this historical period within 
which the sovereignty of God is demonstrated, as it contains prophecies that were fulfilled in the 
time (and in the person) of Jesus Christ and the End-time.  It is the amazing accuracy of the 
prophecies which covered the next few hundred years after Daniel that has caused many modern 
scholars to date the book to the 2nd century B.C.  However, in spite of confessing their disbelief 
in predictive prophecies, they formulate arguments based on the extensive use of Aramaic (2:4b 
– 7:28), the supposed use of Greek terms (for musical instruments) and other so-called evidence 
to conclude that the book of Daniel could not have been composed by Daniel, and certainly not 
during the sixth century B.C.  Allow me simply to quote from Goldingay who, in my opinion, 
gives a fair-minded view on this issue as follows: 
“The Aramaic of the book…is a form of Imperial Aramaic, the international language of the 
Middle East through much of OT times…It contains a fair number of Akkadian and Persian 
words and in chap.3 three Greek ones and matches the stories’ setting in the eastern dispersion.  
It is distinguishable from the later Aramaic of Qumran but might be dated anywhere between the 
late sixth and early second centuries, B.C., though the spelling may have been updated later in 
the light of the ongoing development of the living language…The Greek words hardly necessitate 
a very late date, given the spread of Greek culture in the East, even in the Palestine.” (Word, 
Goldingay, xxv) 
The reading of the book of Daniel is key to the understanding of the book of Revelation. As one 
source puts it, “Material from every chapter of Daniel is either quoted or alluded to in 
Revelation” (The Hebrew-Greek Key Study Bible), and it provides a link to the gospel account 
as well — Luke begins his gospel account with the appearance of Gabriel at the time of the 
evening sacrifice; Mark begins his gospel account with Jesus proclaiming that the rule of God 
which Daniel promised is at hand; and John expands on the message of resurrection in Daniel 12 
. 
We shall focus our attention today to only those visions or dreams about world powers of 
Nebuchadnezzar and of Daniel because these visions ultimately portray human kingdoms and 
contrast them to the Kingdom of Heaven that will finally come and destroy all human dominions 
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1
st
 Vision—Golden Statue (2: 31-45) 

The first vision was a dream that Nebuchadnezzar could not even remember but was explained to 
him by Daniel.  In the dream the king saw a large, awesome statue in that 

- The head was made of pure gold 
- Its chest and arm of silver 
- Its belly and thighs of bronze 
- Its legs of iron 
- Its feet (& toes) partly iron and partly baked clay. 
- A rock not made out by human hands struck the statue on its feet and smashed them. 

o Wind swept its pieces like chaff, leaving no trace, 
o But Rock became a huge mountain and filled the whole earth! 

 
Daniel explained key message: “In the time of those kings, the God of heaven will set up a 
kingdom that will never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all 
those kingdoms and bring them to an end, but it will itself endure forever. This is the 
meaning of the vision of the rock cut out of a mountain, but not by human hands—a rock 
that broke the iron, the bronze, the clay, the silver and the gold to pieces.” (Dan. 2: 44-45) 
 

 
The future history of successive world powers would further be shown in following visions that 

God continued to reveal to Daniel. 

 

2
nd

 vision—Four Beasts (ch. 7) 
4 “The first was like a lion, and it had the wings of an eagle. I watched until its wings were torn off and it was 

lifted from the ground so that it stood on two feet like a human being, and the heart of a human was given to 

it. 

5 “And there before me was a second beast, which looked like a bear. It was raised up on one of its sides, and 

it had three ribs in its mouth between its teeth. It was told, ‘Get up and eat your fill of flesh!’ 

6 “After that, I looked, and there before me was another beast, one that looked like a leopard. And on its 

back it had four wings like those of a bird. This beast had four heads, and it was given authority to rule. 

7 “After that, in my vision at night I looked, and there before me was a fourth beast—terrifying and 

frightening and very powerful. It had large iron teeth; it crushed and devoured its victims and trampled 

underfoot whatever was left. It was different from all the former beasts, and it had ten horns. 

8 “While I was thinking about the horns, there before me was another horn, a little one, which came up 

among them; and three of the first horns were uprooted before it. This horn had eyes like the eyes of a human 

being and a mouth that spoke boastfully 

 

The statue foretells the actual course of 
history following the Babylonian dynasty. 
Accordingly: 
a. The Golden Head, as Daniel explains is 

that of Babylon 
b. The Silver chest and 2 arms — Mede-

Persia 
c. The Bronze belly and thigh — Greece, and 
d. The Iron legs — Rome with its East and 

West Empires 
e. The mixed iron and clay feet (& toes): 

likely depict the divided rulers that 
governed the Roman Empire or the various 
world powers that would cumulate 
eventually to the complete rule by Christ 
as shown in latter visions. 
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      Chapter 2: Four Parts of the Statue                 Chapter 7: Four Beasts 

The Golden Head (as Daniel explains, it  

is that of Babylon) 

Lion like creature with eagle wings – 

wings torn, but stood like human with 

human heart 

The Silver chest and arms — likely 

Mede-Persia 

Bear like creature – raised on one side 

(i.e. two sided unequal) 

The Bronze belly and thigh — likely 

Greece 

Leopard like creature  with four bird 

wings 

The Iron legs — likely Rome with its 

East and West Empires 

Creature unlike the others — 

crushed, devoured and trampled 

victims 

The mixed iron and clay feet (& 10 

toes): this is the less certain part which 

could depict the diversified rulers and 

dynasties that governed the Roman 

Empire or the various world powers 

Same creature with ten horns; one 

little horn came up and uprooted 

existing 3 horns, with eyes of man and 

boastful mouth 

Rock not cut out by human hands set up 

kingdom that will never end 

Son of Man given authority and 

everlasting dominion (7: 9-14) 
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Explanation by an angel: 

19 “Then I wanted to know the meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all 

the others and most terrifying, with its iron teeth and bronze claws—the beast that crushed 

and devoured its victims and trampled underfoot whatever was left. 20 I also wanted to 

know about the ten horns on its head and about the other horn that came up, before which 

three of them fell—the horn that looked more imposing than the others and that had eyes 

and a mouth that spoke boastfully. 21 As I watched, this horn was waging war against the 

holy people and defeating them, 22 until the Ancient of Days came and pronounced 

judgment in favor of the holy people of the Most High, and the time came when they 

possessed the kingdom. 

 

23 “He (the angel) gave me this explanation: ‘The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will 

appear on earth. It will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole 

earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come 

from this kingdom. After them another king will arise, different from the earlier ones; he 

will subdue three kings. 25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress His holy 

people and try to change the set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into 

his hands for a time, times and half a time. 

 

26 “‘But the court will sit, and his power will be taken away and completely destroyed 

forever. 27 Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven 

will be handed over to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting 

kingdom, and all rulers will worship and obey him.’” (7: 19-27) 

 

Note:  

(1) Vv. 9-14 reveal a most glorious vision of the “Son of Man” coming in glory to establish 

His “everlasting dominion”. 

(2) The fourth beast and 10 + 1 horns will be the subject of the next vision, but expressed in 

a slightly different imagery. 

 

3
rd

 Vision (8: 1-14; 19-27) 

“3 I looked up, and there before me was a ram with two horns, standing beside the canal, 

and the horns were long. One of the horns was longer than the other but grew up later. 4 I 

watched the ram as it charged toward the west and the north and the south. No animal 

could stand against it, and none could rescue from its power. It did as it pleased and 

became great. 

5 As I was thinking about this, suddenly a goat with a prominent horn between its eyes 

came from the west, crossing the whole earth without touching the ground. 6 It came 

toward the two-horned ram I had seen standing beside the canal and charged at it in great 

rage. 7 I saw it attack the ram furiously, striking the ram and shattering its two horns. The 

ram was powerless to stand against it; the goat knocked it to the ground and trampled on it, 

and none could rescue the ram from its power. 8 The goat became very great, but at the 

height of its power the large horn was broken off, and in its place four prominent horns 

grew up toward the four winds of heaven. 
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9 Out of one of them came another horn, 

which started small but grew in power to the 

south and to the east and toward the 

Beautiful Land. 10 It grew until it reached 

the host of the heavens, and it threw some of 

the starry host down to the earth and 

trampled on them. 11 It set itself up to be as 

great as the commander of the army of the 

Lord; it took away the daily sacrifice from the 

Lord, and his sanctuary was thrown down. 12 

Because of rebellion, the Lord’s people and 

the daily sacrifice were given over to it. It 

prospered in everything it did, and truth was 

thrown to the ground. 

13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and 

another holy one said to him, “How long will 

it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the 

vision concerning the daily sacrifice, the 

rebellion that causes desolation, the 

surrender of the sanctuary and the trampling 

underfoot of the Lord’s people?” 

14 He said to me, “It will take 2,300 evenings 

and mornings; then the sanctuary will be 

reconsecrated. 

Explanation by the angel: 

“19 He said: “I am going to tell you what will happen later in the time of wrath, because 

the vision concerns the appointed time of the end. 20 The two-horned ram that you saw 

represents the kings of Media and Persia. 21 The shaggy goat is the king of Greece, and 

the large horn between its eyes is the first king (i.e. Alexander). 22 The four horns that 

replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that will emerge from his 

nation but will not have the same power.” 

23 “In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a 

fierce-looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 24 He will become very strong, but 

not by his own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in 

whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and the holy people. 25 He will cause 

deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will 

destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, 

but not by human power. 

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up 

the vision, for it concerns the distant future.” 
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Chapter 7: Four Beasts Chapter 8: The Ram and the Goat 

Lion with eagle wings — wings torn, 

but stood like human with human 

heart — Babylonian Empire 

 

Bear like creature — raised on one 

side — Mede and Persia 

Rams with two horns — charging west, 

north and south — Mede and Persia  

Leopard like creature with four bird 

wings — Greece 

Goat with prominent horn from the west — 

Alexander the Great, but replaced by four 

prominent horns 

4
th

 Beast unlike the others — 

crushed, devoured and trampled 

victims 

Same imagery of horns used: but focused 

on a “small horn” (Note: ch.11 prophesies 

amazingly accurately about the four 

kingdoms after Alexander with Antiochus 

IV coming from the 4
th
 Kingdom of 

Seleucid empire whose wicked deeds 

resemble the small horn, but not entirely—

he was only a foreshadow of the Antichrist 

to come.  Visit 

https://totalgrowth.bitbucket.io/totalgrowth 

and read my articles on Daniel 8 & 11) 

Same Beast with ten horns; one little 

horn came up and uprooted existing 3 

horns, with eyes of man and boastful 

mouth 

Out of one came a small horn but grew in 

power to south, east & Beautiful Land — 

challenged starry host, set itself up as great 

as Prince of Host — daily sacrifice and 

saint given over to him for 2,300 (days)-- 

Focus of 11:36-45 

Son of Man given authority and 

everlasting dominion 

Little horn destroyed not by human power 

 

A recap of these visons, focusing on the last kingdoms (or power) which would be destroyed 

by God: 

1
st
 vision of the Golden Statue 

“As the (10) toes were partly iron and partly clay, so this kingdom will be partly strong and 

partly brittle. 43 And just as you saw the iron mixed with baked clay, so the people will be 

a mixture and will not remain united, any more than iron mixes with clay.” (2: 42-44) 

 Likely a bloc of 10 kings (nations) of different ethnicities 

 Not all are militarily as strong 

 They do not really get along, with divisions among them 

https://totalgrowth.bitbucket.io/totalgrowth
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2
nd

 vision of Four Beasts 

“The fourth beast is a fourth kingdom that will appear on earth. It will be different from 

all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth, trampling it down and crushing it. 

24 The ten horns are ten kings who will come from this kingdom. After them another king 

will arise, different from the earlier ones; he will subdue three kings (i.e. the 11
th

 horn/king). 

25 He will speak against the Most High and oppress His holy people and try to change the 

set times and the laws. The holy people will be delivered into his hands for a time, times 

and half a time (i.e. 3 ½ years).” 

 

 The 4
th

 beast is a kingdom that would dominate the whole earth 

 Ten horns are ten kings will come from this kingdom 

 A special king will rise out of the ten horns—by uplifting 3 of them (i.e. 11
th

 horn) 

o This king will speak against the Most High (blasphemous) 

o Oppress His Holy People 

 For 3 ½ years 

 Will “try” (or intend) to change “set times and the laws” 

 

3
rd

 vision of the Ram and the Goat 

“22 The four horns that replaced the one that was broken off represent four kingdoms that 

will emerge from his nation but will not have the same power… (Back to v.9) 

 Out of one of them came another horn, which started small but grew in power to the 

south and to the east and toward the Beautiful Land.  

 It grew until it reached the host of the heavens, and it threw some of the starry host 

down to the earth and trampled on them.  

 It set itself up to be as great as the commander of the army of the Lord; it took away 

the daily sacrifice from the Lord, and his sanctuary was thrown down.  

 Because of rebellion, the Lord’s people and the daily sacrifice were given over to it. 

It prospered in everything it did, and truth was thrown to the ground. 

o 13 Then I heard a holy one speaking, and another holy one said to him, “How 

long will it take for the vision to be fulfilled—the vision concerning the daily 

sacrifice, the rebellion that causes desolation, the surrender of the sanctuary 

and the trampling underfoot of the Lord’s people?” 14 He said to me, “It will 

take 2,300 evenings and mornings; then the sanctuary will be reconsecrated. 

 Focus is on the one horn (king) that comes from the four horns (kings) 

 Small but would grow strong with power spreading to the south, the east (from Europe?) 

toward Jerusalem 

 It would grow to such power that 

o Would conquer major world powers (starry hosts) 

o So invincible and arrogant  that it claims himself as great as the commander of 

God’s army 

 His dealings with the Lord’s people 

o Took away daily sacrifice (church gathering prohibited ) 

o Threw down His sanctuary (church buildings demolished) 

o Threw “truth” to the ground (no biblical teachings allowed—hate speech?) 

o For 2,300 days (7 years, 6 months & 20 days) 
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Further explanation by the angel 

“23 “In the latter part of their reign, when rebels have become completely wicked, a fierce-

looking king, a master of intrigue, will arise. 24 He will become very strong, but not by his 

own power. He will cause astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He 

will destroy the mighty men and, the holy people. 25 He will cause deceit to prosper, and he 

will consider himself superior. When they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his 

stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will be destroyed, but not by human power. 

26 “The vision of the evenings and mornings that has been given you is true, but seal up the 

vision, for it concerns the distant future.” 

 He is a fierce-looking king 

 A master or intrigue (cause deceit to prosper) 

 Will become strong not by his own power (that of the dragon in Revelation) 

 Will cause astounding devastation 

 Will destroy (both) the might men (political enemies,  economic tycoons) and the Holy 

People 

 Will consider himself superior 

 Even take his stand against the Prince of princes (the Lamb, in Revelation) 

 But this last part of the vision is to be sealed as it concerns the “distant future” 

 

Additional words from angel (I) 
 given to Daniel concerning the END (the seventy sevens), given as a result of his prayer 

to God in chapter 9  (9:26) 

“After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ (which is actually the 69
th

 seven counting the first 7 sevens) 

the Anointed One will be put to death and will have nothing.” 

(The last seven) 

 “The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. The 

end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have 

been decreed.  

 27 He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’ In the middle of the 

‘seven’ he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple he will set up 

an abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on 

him.” 

 

Additional words from angel (II) 

 Given to Daniel at the very end in chapter 12 (12:  6-12) 

“6 One of them said to the man clothed in linen, who was above the waters of the river, 

“How long will it be before these astonishing things are fulfilled?” 7 The man clothed in 

linen, who was above the waters of the river, lifted his right hand and his left hand toward 

heaven, and I heard him swear by him who lives forever, saying, “It will be for a time, 

times and half a time (3 ½ years) When the power of the holy people has been finally broken, 

all these things will be completed… 

“11 From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 

desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days (42 + 1 months). 12 Blessed is the one who 

waits for and reaches the end of the 1,335 days (i.e. 45 more days).” 
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In sum, it appears that 

 The visions of the statue, four beasts and the Ram and Goat all point to 

 A ten kings (or nations) bloc that will rule over the world in the End-time 

 But out of the ten kings will rise the most wicked one (the Antichrist) 

 Who will persecute the people of God 

o 1
st
 by deception, likely entering into some kind of treaty or promise to allow 

the worship of the Lord 

 (Note: while all of Daniel’s visions use OT temple language which his 

immediate readers would understand, it does not necessarily mean 

there will be a temple to be re-built, because if they continue to make 

morning and evening sacrifices, they will not be the followers of the 

Lamb—so I believe the temple language only points to church life) 

 If my interpretation of Revelation is correct, the 144,000 Jewish 

Christians will be protected throughout the 7-year period, while the 

Gentile Christians (the “saints” will bear the brunt of the Anti-

Christ’s persecution) 

o Then in the middle of the last “seven”, he will turn against the “saints”. 

 While the “seven” and “3 ½” years, in my opinion, are likely factual numbers, but 

they are likely round numbers, except where specifically emphasized as in 12: 12-

13—the 1,290 days and 1,335 days although I have no idea  why the angel chooses to 

be so specific. 

 Also in terms of the use of language 

 When referring to the Antichrist: the Beast is actually represented by the last little 

horn and in reality, they are one the same! 

 


