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VCBC Sunday Life Group         October – December 2021 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson #8—Chs. 16-17 

The (Final) Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath 

The Ruin of “Babylon the Great” by the Beast 

November 21, 2021 
I. Chapter 16—Introduction 

Now  the Seven bowls of God’s wrath which are labelled “the Seven Last Plagues—last because with them God’s wrath is 

complete” (15:1) are ready to be poured down up the earth. 

“Then I heard a loud voice from the temple saying to the seven angels, “Go, pour out the seven bowls of God’s wrath on the 

earth.” 

While there is no mention of who the caller is, it is generally assumed that this order now comes from God directly, “from the 

Sanctuary” (the word, naos refers to the Holy and the Holy of Holies). 

 

The Last-Last Seven Plagues 

The Wrath poured on The Devastations The Consequences Remarks 

1) The Land Ugly and painful sores On those with mark of beast & 

worshipped his image 

Implying those without 

mark spared & still on earth 

2) The Sea Sea turned into blood All sea-lives die Dead fish etc.—great stench 

3) The Rivers, 

Springs 

Drinking water turned 

into blood 

No drinking water Angel testifies: avenge of 

blood of saints and prophets 

4) The Sun Scorching fire  People scorched by intense heat Curse God and refuse to 

repent and glorify God 

5) Throne of the 

beast 

His kingdom plunges 

into darkness 

Men gnawed tongues in agony 

(Preceding plagues continue) 

Curse God and refuse to 

repent still! 

6) Great River 

Euphrates 

Euphrates dries up—

preparing way for kings 

from the East (Sun) 

Kings gathered by evil spirits 

(frogs) from mouths of dragon, 

beast & false prophet w/miracles 

Gather for the “Great Day 

of God Almighty” at 

“Armageddon”! 

7) Into the Air Severe earthquake + 

100lbs hails 

“Great City” splits into three, 

cities of nations collapse! 

No more islands & 

mountains! Men curse God! 
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“2 The first angel went and poured out his bowl on the land, and ugly, festering sores broke out on the people who had the 

mark of the beast and worshiped its image. 

3 The second angel poured out his bowl on the sea, and it turned into blood like that of a dead person, and every living thing in the 

sea died. 

4 The third angel poured out his bowl on the rivers and springs of water, and they became blood. 5 Then I heard the angel in 

charge of the waters say: 

“You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, 

you who are and who were; 

6 for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, 

and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” 

7 And I heard the altar respond: 

“Yes, Lord God Almighty, 

true and just are your judgments.” 

8 The fourth angel poured out his bowl on the sun, and the sun was allowed to scorch people with fire. 9 They were seared by the 

intense heat and they cursed the name of God, who had control over these plagues, but they refused to repent and glorify him. 

10 The fifth angel poured out his bowl on the throne of the beast, and its kingdom was plunged into darkness. People gnawed 

their tongues in agony 11 and cursed the God of heaven because of their pains and their sores, but they refused to repent of 

what they had done. 

12 The sixth angel poured out his bowl on the great river Euphrates, and its water was dried up to prepare the way for the kings 

from the East. 13 Then I saw three impure spirits that looked like frogs; they came out of the mouth of the dragon, out of the 

mouth of the beast and out of the mouth of the false prophet. 14 They are demonic spirits that perform signs, and they go out to the 

kings of the whole world, to gather them for the battle on the great day of God Almighty. 

15 “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be shamefully 

exposed.” 

16 Then they gathered the kings together to the place that in Hebrew is called Armageddon. 

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is 

done!” 18 Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it 

has ever occurred since mankind has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 19 The great city split into three parts, and 

the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of 

his wrath. 20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. 21 From the sky huge hailstones, each weighing 

about a hundred pounds, fell on people. And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so 

terrible. 
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PRESUMED TIMELINE OF THE END 

8:7                8:8            8:10         8:12           9:1          9:13           11:15 

(PI) 6:1 

Wars ^ 

Rumors 

6:3 

Global 

Wars! 

6:5 

Extreme 
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6:7Ch 

Plagues 

Earth 1/4 

6:9 

Souls 

Martyr 

“Wait” 

6:12 

Earth 

& Sky 

All 

Hide 

(PII) 8:15 

Scroll now 

fully open— 

7 Trumpets 

Seals as Precursors to the END—as 

scroll can only be open when all 

unsealed plus in line with Jesus’ words 

of signs preceding the END (Mat 

24:4ff) 

 Fire & 

Hail 

Burnt 

1/3rd land 

Wild Fire 

Mount 

ablaze 

1/3rd sea 

life,ship 

destroy 

Volcano 

Star 

Fell 

Bitter 

water 

kill 1/3rd 

Meteorite 

Sun 

moon 

1/3rdday 

&night 

darkens 

Celestial 

Woe#1 

Locust 

Tortured 

Pain 5 

months 
ChemWF? 

Woe #2 

200mmArm

y 

1/3rd killed 

WWIII? 

(P IV-A) 

(PIV-B) 

Marking the 

END preceded 

by intro of 2 

beasts &  

7 Bowls  (PV) 

Trumpet calls begin God’s judgment of earth, 

marked by Restraint—144,000 protected! It 

seems = Daniel’s 1st half of Final 7th!  

7th Trumpet signals start of 2nd half! 

(PIII) 

1st Bowl 

Land 

Ugly & 

painful 

sores 

2nd Bowl 

Bloody 

Sea—sea 

creatures 
die 

3rd Bowl 

Bloody 

Rivers--No 

drinking 
water  

4th Bowl 

Sun 

Scorching 

heat 

5th Bowl 

Beast’s  

kingdom 

darkens+ 

plagues 

6th Bowl 

Euphrates dry 

out—Armageddon 

Battle of Great Day 

of God Almighty! 

7th Bowl--Air 

Severe earthquake 

+ 100-lb. Hail 

“Great City” splits into three—

nations’ cities collapse! 

“The Last 7 Plagues---Last, 

because with them God’s 

wrath is completed” (15:1) 16:6……………16:3…………….16:4……………….16:8……………..16:10……………..16:12………………16:17 
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Comments on Seven Bowls of Wrath 

▪ While these last plagues appear to be similar to some of the previous plagues 

o They are certainly “last” in the sense of severity and finality 

o No more “restraints” shown, as people have been given chance after chance 

▪ The “order” of the plagues could have been arranged in exact sequence as previous plagues, but it is not which does not so 

much speak to arbitrariness but to God’s own pre-determined order—there is  reason for everything in God’s plan! 

 

1st Bowl: 

▪ The ugly and painful sores 

o Clearly reminds us of the 6th Egyptian plague in Ex. 9: 8-11 

o “8 Then the Lord said to Moses and Aaron, ‘Take handfuls of soot from a furnace and have Moses toss it into 

the air in the presence of Pharaoh. 9 It will become fine dust over the whole land of Egypt, and festering boils 

will break out on people and animals throughout the land.’10 So they took soot from a furnace and stood before 

Pharaoh. Moses tossed it into the air, and festering boils broke out on people and animals. 11 The magicians 

could not stand before Moses because of the boils that were on them and on all the Egyptians.” 

▪ Like the Egyptian plague, this plague now falls only upon those “who had the mark of the beast and worshiped its image.” 

o The implication is there will still be saints on earth at this final phase of Great Tribulation! 

o What a vindication to those who remain faithful till the end! 

 

2nd Bowl: 

▪ This turning of sea water into blood would not affect drinking water yet, but would destroy “every living thing in the sea” 

which would “die” 

▪ We could imagine how horrific a world that would be, with not just fish, but whales and “every living things in the sea” die 

and their corpses piling up in the sea and on the shore 

▪ Apart from the horrific sight, the stench much be unbearable 

o I do not believe this can only be some metaphor, because what God had already demonstrated as a reality in the time of 

Exodus, there is no reason why He would not repeat it here, except on a global scale! 

o What’s more, the vision vividly depicts the blood as “like that of a dead men”—perhaps, pointing to the discoloring or 

a lack of oxygen in the sea water. 
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3rd Bowl: 

▪ Now, it is not just sea water, but all drinking waters—no more just 1/3rd, but the entire global sources of drinking water now 

turn into blood—poetically, those who oppose God are now forced to drink blood which appears to be the idea behind this 

plague as suggested by the words of  the angel (in charge) of the waters 

“You are just in these judgments, O Holy One, 

you who are and who were; 

6 for they have shed the blood of your holy people and your prophets, 

and you have given them blood to drink as they deserve.” 

7 And I heard the altar respond: 

“Yes, Lord God Almighty, 

true and just are your judgments.” 

Note in particular: the original Greek word of “have shed” is exactly the word used throughout the 7 plagues in that the angel “poured 

out” the wrath of God 

▪ So fittingly, as the people have “poured out” the blood of God’s people (saints and prophets) 

▪ Now, the angel pours out the wrath of God upon them and make them drink the blood they have shed “as they deserve” 

▪ As the angel says, these judgments of the Holy One are “just”, another voice from the altar, likely from the angel who stood at 

the altar with the golden censer (of the prayers of the saints) in ch.8 before the sounding of the seven trumpets 

▪ In any case, the voice agrees by adding that God’s judgments are “true and just” 

o Indeed, as horrific as the judgments are, God has given chance after chance to repent, and 

o He has even given His own Son who has taken on God’s wrath for us the cross, and 

o So, the judgments are not only “just”, but “true: 

o “True” perhaps, in the sense that they are in line with Who God is—He is the “Truth”—apart from Him, there is no 

Truth! 

o Any portrayal of God, in our own image and even with the best intentions is false! 

 

4th Bowl: 

▪ When one consider what the world has gone through prior to this plague—the 6 seals, the 6 trumpets and now… 

▪ Why would people still “refuse to repent”? Isn’t that sad? 

▪ But worse, is their choice of “cursing the name of God” now they are scorched by intense heat, undoubtedly triggering 

uncontrollable wildfire worldwide! 

o One can imagine the immediate blame of such scorching heat on global warming which is not totally wrong, except 

that 

▪ The root cause is still our rejection of the Lamb of God and our unrepentance 
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▪ So, as we align with such good and worthy causes, we need to know that without repentance to God all human 

efforts, including noble ones, are ultimately futile! 

 

5th Bowl: 

▪ The throne of the beast and his kingdom 

o That depicts the firm grip of the Antichrist over the world which spiritually speaking has been plunged into darkness 

▪ The Plague: 

o So fittingly, this 5th plague plunges not only his throne (his capital city) but his entire kingdom into darkness 

o Whether this darkness leads to gnawing of tongues is debatable (and perhaps, a cumulative result of all the continuance 

of the previous plagues as well) 

o So, we can imagine, now that the people of the world 

▪ Are plagued by painful sores 

▪ Totally destroyed marine lives 

▪ No drinking water and scorching heat 

▪ How long can mankind last! 

▪ How long can mankind resist God! 

• Perhaps, just perhaps, a few might repent even in this late hour! 

 

6th Bowl: 

▪ This plague appears to dovetail the 6th trumpet (9:13ff) which has set the large-scale warfare with 200 million troops in motion 

which has resulted in the death of 1/3rd of mankind.  However, mankind has learned little from this (and other plagues) and 

“did not stop worshipping demons and idols…Nor did they repent of the murders, their magic arts, their sexual 

immorality or their theft” (9: 20-21) 

▪ The drying of the Euphrates might be symbolic in that given modern inventions, the 200 million troops do not need the river to 

dry up to move toward the west and the rest of the world 

o And the “barrier” which has prevented the final war again God Almighty is now removed. 

▪ As much as this is a world-wide effort against God Almighty, likely with the mobilization of the “kings of the whole world” 

(16:14), the vision points out that it is orchestrated by the evil spirits that “came out of the mouth of the dragon…of the 

beast…of the false prophet”—well, they have planned it all along 

▪ Frogs-like demons 

o on the one hand remind us of the frog-plague of Egypt in that 

▪ Just as the deliverance of Israel out of Egypt foreshadows the redemption of mankind by Christ 
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▪ The plagues which formed part of Israel’s deliverance also foreshadow the global plagues which form part of 

the final consummation of God’s judgment of the nations. 

o On the other hand points to active demonic deception that would permeate all parts of the world through miraculous 

deeds that would convince the world’s leaders (Asian, Africa, European and more) to join force to fight against God 

Almighty (remember what the people of the world would have gone through up to this point—sore pain, scorching heat, 

marine disaster and contamination of drinking water etc.—many would have prayed to their gods and demons and 

“received” miraculous visions and directions!) 

▪ This very “day” is called the “Great Day of God Almighty” which :is the day when God will reckon with the ungodly 

nations of the Lord…(Zech 14)…Joel foretells a great and terrible day of the Lord (Joel 2:11) when God will gather the 

nations into the valley of Jehoshaphat and execute judgment on them (Joel 3:2).” (Mounce, 300)—so, it is really God who 

gathers them for His final judgment of the nations 

▪ “Magedon is normally connected with Megiddo, the ancient city lying on the north side of the Carmel ridge and 

commanding the strategic pass between the coastal plain and the valley of Esdraelon (Jezreel).  It is one of history’s famous 

battlefields, having witnessed major conflicts…By the waters of Megiddo, Barak and Deborah defeated the chariots of 

Sisera (judge 4-5; cf, 5:19).  Ahaziah, wounded by the arrow of Jehu, fled to Megiddo, and died there (2 Kgs 9:27).” 

(Mounce, 301) 

o There are many “speculations” about the place and the meaning of the word (including changing the word to read 

“Harmagdeon”—referring to it as a mount (Mounce, 301), or calling it a “hill of slaughter” (Lenski, 480), or “mountain 

of assembly” (Aune, 899 quoting from Loasby);  I have resigned to acknowledge that we simply do not know! 

o This is helpful to point out that while the Valley of Jezreel is in Galilee, the Valley of Jehoshaphat is situated between 

Jerusalem and the Mount of Olive on which, according to Zech. 14:4, “On that day His feet will stand.” 

▪ In any case, two things are worth noting 

o The actions of the battle nor its result is being mentioned which will be described in greater details in ch.19 upon the 

return of the Lord and “the rest of them were killed with the sword that came out of the mouth of the rider on the 

horse (Christ Himself)…” (19:21) 

o The naming of the place of the battle is preceded by these words (to the surviving saints) 

o “Look, I come like a thief! Blessed is the one who stays awake and remains clothed, so as not to go naked and be 

shamefully exposed.”--meaning 

▪ In the face of world-wide deception with active demon-activities and the continued pressure to yield to the 

power of the beast, the saints are urged 

• Not to be deluded like the rest of the world by such demonic signs but to “stay awake” which will take 

firm and unwavering faith in the Word of God and “remain clothed” in the righteousness of Christ 
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• Otherwise, if they waver and fall in this final hour, they will soon be found “naked and shamefully 

exposed” before the Judgement Seat of Christ. 

 

7th Bowl: 

17 The seventh angel poured out his bowl into the air, and out of the temple came a loud voice from the throne, saying, “It is 

done!” 18 Then there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder and a severe earthquake. No earthquake like it 

has ever occurred since mankind has been on earth, so tremendous was the quake. 19 The great city split into three parts, and 

the cities of the nations collapsed. God remembered Babylon the Great and gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of 

his wrath. 20 Every island fled away and the mountains could not be found. 21 From the sky huge hailstones, each weighing 

about a hundred pounds,[a] fell on people. And they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, because the plague was so 

terrible. 

▪ It is worth-noting that unlike the 7th seal which leads onto the 7 trumpets and the 7th trumpet leads on to the 7 bowls, the 7th 

bowl is the 7th bowl which ends “the wrath of God” (15:1) 

▪ The bowl is poured into the air: why not the land or sea, but the air? 

o Perhaps, it denotes the source of the plague (or wrath) or that of “all-encompassing” nature of “air” 

o In any case, what happens next is important: 

▪ A voice out of the temple, in fact from the throne—obviously from God Himself—“It is done!” which is repeated in 21:6 upon 

the descending of the Holy City, the New Jerusalem with the proclamation that “Now the dwelling of God is with men” 

(21:3)—i.e. the end that ends all ends!  To the saints, it would be sigh of great relief! 

▪ Together with lightning, rumblings and thunders—all demonstration of God’s power and perhaps wrath, given the context—a 

most severe earthquake, definitely unprecedented that shakes up the entire earth, to the point 

o The “Great City” split—not likely Jerusalem, because of the words that follow immediately: “God remembered 

Babylon the Great” (v.19) and the clear reference to Babylon as the “Great City” in the passages that follow (17:18; 18:, 

10, 16, 18, 19, 21)—into “three parts”. 

o Why three parts?—some opine that it means the judgment is not final, but others say just the opposite 

o Given the context of the finality of the judgment, the latter is preferred—the great and presumably unmovable city, is 

shattered together with all the cities of the nations—they fell; they collapses! 

▪ But the judgment (or fall) of Babylon the Great, and that of the other nations seem to be two different matters 

o Here the fall of Babylon the Great is described with these words: “God remembered Babylon the Great and 

gave her the cup filled with the wine of the fury of his wrath” which will be further developed (or explained) in 

chapters 17-18 (more on the “differences” in the next chapter in that her destruction is witnessed and mourned by the 

nations.) 
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o While the judgment on the nations is here described with these words “Every island fled away and the mountains 

could not be found. From the sky huge hailstones, each weighing about a hundred pounds.”—almost like the total 

dissipation of everything material or physical, similar to what Peter foretold, “But the day of the Lord will come like a 

thief.  The heavens (skies) will disappear with a roar, the elements will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and 

everything in it will be laid bare.” (II Peter 3:10) 
o While the 6th seal only had ‘every mountain and island…removed from its place (6: 12-14), here, they are gone!  The 

physical world as we know it appears to be destroyed! 
o What about the 100-lb. hails? 

• Apart from the reminder of the 7th plague of Exodus in that “heavy hail, such as had never been in all the land 

of Egypt” (Ex. 9:24) and the event of God’s direct intervention by throwing hail to kill the Amorites (Joshua 

10:11) 

• Earlier plagues include hail storms already (Rev. 11:19; 16: 18-21) which yielded no repentance from nations, 

and sadly, in this final hour of judgment, we read that “they cursed God on account of the plague of hail, 

because the plague was so terrible.” 
▪ Again, even though it is the final plague “completes” God’s wrath, no details are mentioned about how the Great 

City of Babylon, the nations, the people that have the mark of beast and the unholy trinity (the dragon, the beast 

and the false prophet) are actually punished and destroyed.  The succeeding chapters, from chapters 17-20 will 

supply the details! 

 

Chapter 17 

The Woman and the Red Beast—Babylon the Great & Anti-Christ 

Introduction 

I’ll focus on the Woman, the Great Babylon and consider who she is, and then I am hoping, if God willing, to consider 

the Beat in a bit more details next time, drawing in the vision of Daniel about the beast with similar features that he saw. 

 

Allow me to read slowing this entire chapter, and then summarize the main points about this Woman, the Great 

Babylon: 

 

“One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the punishment 

of the great prostitute, who sits on many waters. 2 With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the 

inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated with the wine of her adulteries.” 3 Then the angel carried me away in 
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the Spirit into a wilderness. There I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous 

names and had seven heads and ten horns. 4 The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering 

with gold, precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the 

filth of her adulteries. 5 The name was written on her forehead: 

Mystery 

Babylon the great 

The mother of prostitutes 

and of the abominations of the earth. 

6 I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus. 

When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. 7 Then the angel said to me: “Why are you astonished? I will explain to 

you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, which has the seven heads and ten horns. 8 The beast, 

which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet will come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. The 

inhabitants of the earth whose names have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will 

be astonished when they see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come. 

9 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. 10 They are also 

seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he must remain for only 

a little while. 11 The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He belongs to the seven and is going 

to his destruction. 12 “The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have not yet received a kingdom, but who for 

one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 13 They have one purpose and will give their 

power and authority to the beast. 14 They will wage war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over 

them because he is Lord of lords and King of kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful 

followers.” 

15 Then the angel said to me, “The waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations 

and languages. 16 The beast and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and 

leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. 17 For God has put it into their hearts to 

accomplish his purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast their royal authority, until God’s words are 

fulfilled. 18 The woman you saw is the great city that rules over the kings of the earth.” 
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First, notice that when John saw the last of the plagues that would be the end of God’s wrath and judgment of the earth, 

and although they were very much in summary form and without any details of how really, say,  

• The battle at Armageddon is consummated, including what will happen to the “unholy trinity” who orchestrated 

this war; 

• the same goes with the announcements by the angels earlier, announcing “Fallen, fallen is Babylon the Great 

which made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries” (14:8)—presumably, even John has little 

idea about what or who “Babylon the Great” is, and so he was astonished; and 

• same goes with the finer details of God’ final harvesting (14:14ff) 

 

Now, with the final wrath of God being depicted by the seven bowls in summary form, it appears God now chooses to 

give further details about these “mysteries” that John (and the readers) are dying to know, beginning with who this 

Babylon the Great is and how she is going to fall. 

 

The identity of this woman together with that of the Antichrist are a puzzle that commentators are mostly at a loss in 

seeking to find, ending with many controversial interpretations. Today, I will seek to follow the good advice of Aune in 

trying to understand our interpretative constraints, especially in differentiating what we might likely understand and 

what we simply do not understand or know.  So, we know that 

▪ She is called a “Mystery” (v.5), except that such a “mystery” is now explained by the angel from v. 7 onward 

▪ She is called “Babylon the Great” (v.5) and  

o it is a called the “Great City” (18:16, 19), and 

o “O Babylon, city of power” (18:1) 
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Why is she called Babylon the Great? 

She sits on seven heads (which are explained to be seven kings by the angel) of the Scarlet Beast—i.e. the seven hills 

▪ Most commentators agree that given the time of John’s vision, John has to understand that as the famous seven 

hills of Rome, but we do not know for sure, it necessarily refers to the geographical location that she sits on 

▪ The further description of the seven kings as having five of them fallen (at John’s time) 

o Likely referring to world’s dominant powers already alluded to in Daniel’s vision, naming 

o Assyria, Babylon, Medes, Persia and Greece 

▪ And Rome is obviously the “one is” 

▪ Without venturing into speculation of the future ones, it appears that these six that we know with some certainty 

were world powers that 

o Were enemies of God’s people and were hostile to God 

o With such humanistic, anti-God spirit inherited or passed down by the spirit of the tower of Babel from 

which the name Babylon originated; 

o Geographically, covered the region of the old city of Babylon, together with its anti-God spirit, is thus 

called the “Great City of Babylon”. 

▪ In other words, the importance is not its geographical location, but the age-old anti-God, humanistic spirit that is 

Likely being expressed by this name, “Babylon the Great”. 

▪ It is important to note that she is not one of these kings, she only sits on them and 

▪ She is distinct from the 1st beast; in fact she will be hated by the beast and will end up being destroyed by it. 

 

▪ She is called the “Mother of Prostitutes (or harlots) 

o And “has made all the nations drink the maddening wine of her adulteries” (14:8) 

o “With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were 

intoxicated (or drunk) with the wine the wine of her adulteries” (v.2) 

o Here, the meaning of “adultery” or “prostitution” is a bit obvious given it is one of the most important sins 

rebuked by YHWY of the people of Israel. 

o However, turning away from God did not originate with the people of Israel, but it began with the Fall in 

the garden of Eden.  Since then, men would worship anything, demons, wood, stones, gold and silver, and 

other created beings including themselves except returning to the Creator God 
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o Any such actions, and any promotions of such spirits, in the eyes of God are nothing short of adulteries, 

prostitutions and as the “Mother”, Babylon the Great continues to fan such spirits and she herself entices 

the kings, the nations, the peoples into her cohorts  

 

▪ She is also the “Mother of the abominations of the earth” (v.5) 

o Again, the meaning of abomination is not too foreign in the OT 

o Abominable acts refer to the most heinous acts that can be imagined and Isaiah 66:3 cites the following 

examples as deeds of abomination: 

▪ The murder of a human being 

▪ The breaking of a dog’s neck 

▪ The offering of pig’s blood (as a sacrifice to the :Lord), and 

▪ The worship of idols 

o So, as the “Mother” of such heinous acts against God, she does not only commit such deeds herself, she 

promotes and enables the people of the earth to do so. 

 

▪ She also sits on 

o “Many water” (v.1) which are explained by the angel as “the people, multitudes, nations and tongues” 

(v.15), and 

o On the “scarlet beast” (v.3) which is explained further and identified as the 1st beast, the Antichrist 

▪ but the actually meaning of “sitting” is subject to interpretations  

▪ but I think it should become clearer as we gain a more complete understanding of this woman at the 

end. 

 

▪ She is “dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, precious stones and pearls” (v.4) which 

is repeated in 18:16 explained as representing “such great wealth”. (18:17) 

 

▪ She is described as having the insatiable appetite of killing people who belong to and remain faithful to God 

o “the woman was drunk with the blood of the saints, the blood of those who bore testimony to Jesus” 

(v.6) 
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o And that seems to extend to “saints, and apostles and prophets” as they are called to rejoice at the fall of 

the Great City because “God has judged her for the way she treated you.” (18:20) 

o Such is also affirmed at the end of ch.18: “In her was found the blood of prophets, and of the saints” 

(18:24) 

 

▪ While, God is ultimately the One who judges her, He seems to pour His judgment on her through the Beast and 

its (ten) kings: 

o “They will bring her to ruin and leave her naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire” 

(v.17) 

o In other words: 

▪ While the woman “sits” on the many waters and the Scarlet Beast 

▪ The latter likely sees her as its competition and hates her, and 

▪ Eventually brings about her fall, a rather graphic picture of her horrific fate and the hatred shown 

• Bring her to ruin—a contrast to her great wealth 

• Leave her naked—a fitting judgment of a harlot! 

• Eat her flesh—depicting deep, deep enmity and hatred, and 

• burn her with fire—of course, she is not so much a person, but such depicts her utter 

destruction—in the hands of the beast and its ally! 

o She is not likely a person is also reflected by her fate in that she is not being thrown by God into the 

eternal fire which is the fate of the  three “unholy trinity”. 

 

▪ However, she “rules over the kings of the earth” (v.18) 

o Based on all the above descriptions about her, and the dirge (song of lament) in the entire ch.18 for her,  

o It appears that she does not so much rule by military power over the nations (no mention of her having 

any army of any kind), but by having tremendous influences over basically the entire world 

▪ By intoxicating them with “maddening wine of adulteries” (14:8, 18:3) 

• In fact, she herself “committed adultery with their kings” (17:2; 18:3) 

▪ Also, not just the “merchants of the earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries” (18:3) 
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▪ Basically all “seas captains” (referring business of all kinds), “musicians”, “workers”, 

“millstones” (industries)—around the whole, all depend on her for their good fortune (18: 11-23) 

• So it is not so much a military power, but a powerful influence that promotes some kind of 

bonding and interdependency that drives the global economy, trades, entertainment and 

perhaps solving world problems as well, as their “mother” 

o No wonder she becomes a hated competitor of the 1st beast, the Antichrist! 

• But the spirit behind her is a Babylonian spirit that tears people away from the fear of 

YHWH and promotes and encourages all kinds of abominable actions against God and the 

saints. 

 
In sum, the Great Babylon (the woman) has always been the power that 

- Leads people astray, in terms of “prostitution” and “abominable acts” in the spirit of the Tower of Babel 

- Sheds the blood of the godly—the saints, the apostles and the prophets—obviously ant-Christians or with 

ant-Christian agenda 

- Enjoys extreme luxury and wealth—getting and having whatever she wants (having astronomical budget 

and reserves?) 

- Presumably has no army of her own or any military power 

- But exerts tremendous influence on global affairs—trades, economy, entertainment and culture to the 

point that the nations and the people of the earth depend on her for their own prosperities and stability 

- Ultimately she is in direct competition with Antichrist and its ally and would end up being destroyed by 

them, completely! 

Who or what might that be? 

▪ Calvin and other early reformers thought she was the papacy—the Roman Catholic Church 

▪ But her power and influence had long gone and 

▪ To a certain extent, being hated by some of the nations 

▪ Of course, unless there is a miraculous revival of sort—which might not be too likely. 

o Then who or what might she be? 

 
Final thought: If I lived in Calvin’s era and looked through the lens of 16th C., I would probably have agreed with Calvin.  Therefore, 

we should recognize that we are looking at “Babylon the Great” from our 21st C. lens (really the beginning of the 21st C.) and who 

knows how our view would be changed should we live till the end of the Century.  In any case, when this “mystery” is finally 

revealed, I will more than likely be very astonished, just as John was when he was first shown of the vision of this “mystery”. 
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