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VCBC Sunday Life Group         October – December 2021 

The Book of Revelation 

Lesson #7—Chs. 14-15 

Prelude to the (Final) Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath 

November 14, 2021 

I. Introduction 

Before we proceed to study the Seven bowls of God’s wrath which are labelled “the Seven Last Plagues—last because 

with them God’s wrath is complete” (15:1), I wish to summarize the foregoing 13 chapters to recap: 

(1) The Presumed Timeline that we have been considering via the chart below in that 

(2) The Pattern of how each important phase of is being revealed to John  

 

A. The Opening of the Scroll—Prelude I 

A.1— 4: 1-11The revealing of the Heavenly Court 

• Significance:  

o God is totally in charge in spite of the End-time warning to the seven churches 

o Heavenly Worship 

▪ God is Holy, Lord God Almighty, Who was, Who is, & is to come! 

▪ God created all things—worthy to receive glory, honor & power! 

A.2— 5: 1-14 The Lamb worthy to open the scroll 

• Significance: 

o Christ fulfilled OT prophecies—the Lion of Judah and Root of David 

o Heavenly Worship 

▪ Worthy is the Lamb that was slain 

▪ With His blood purchased men from God 

▪ Worthy to receive honor & glory and will reign on earth! 
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B. The Opening of seals as Precursors to the END 

B.1—6: 1-17 Opening of 6 seals 

B.2—7: 1-17 Prelude II to 7th seal: Introducing two important groups present at the Great Tribulation 

• The protected 144,000 from all 12 tribes of Israel 

• The Great Multitude who have come out of the Great Tribulation (as a preview) 

 

 

C. The Opening of 7th Seal = the 7 Trumpets 

C.1—8: 1-5—Prelude III 

o Silence & angel with incense: 

▪ Significance: 

• Calm before the storm—seriousness of God’s judgments 

• In answer to prayers of the saints! 

C.2—8:6 – 9:21—The blasting of the 6 trumpets— 

▪ Significance: The END has begun! 

 

 

D. The Blasting of the 7th Trumpet 

D.1—10:1—11:13—Prelude IV-A 

o 10:1 – 10:11—John to eat a small scroll 

o John’s participation in prophesying at this particular vision 

o 11:1 -14—The two witnesses 

o Significance: 

▪ God gives the people of the earth yet another chance to repent 

▪ Introducing the 1,260 day-period within which God’s people are protected 

likely because of the two witnesses 
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D.2—11:15-19— Prelude IV-B 

o Heavenly Worship 

o Significance 

▪ Kingdom of world has become Kingdom of our Lord 

▪ Lord God Almighty is the One who is and Who was, but now begun to 

reign! 

 

 

D.3—Chs. 12-15—PreludeV to the “Last Seven Plagues—Seven Bowls of God’s Wrath” 

o Ch.12—Introducing the “woman”—protected by God for 42 months—leading to Satan’s 

persecution of the remaining “saints” to be elaborated in chapter 13. 

o Ch. 13—Introducing Satan’s two beast he uses to persecute the saints—the remaining 42 

months 

o Chs. 14-15—to be covered in today’s lesson—probing into again, its Significance as Prelude! 
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PRESUMED TIMELINE OF THE END 
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Chapter 14 

In the “Midst” of the Great Tribulation 

1st Vision 

“Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who had his 

name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads. 2 And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of 

rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps. 3 

And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one could 

learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth. 4 These are those who did not defile 

themselves with women, for they remained virgins. They follow the Lamb wherever he goes. They were 

purchased from among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb. 5 No lie was found in their 

mouths; they are blameless.” 

Understanding the Message—The “Inclusio” 

• After the introduction of the 1st beast (the Antichrist) and the message of ordained sufferings: 

“This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints.” (13: 10b) 

• After the vision of 144,000 again and message of the three angels 

“This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain 

faithful to Jesus.” (14:12) 

Therefore, it appears that with this “Inclusio” this vision of 144,000  together with the visions of the three angels that 

follow seek to encourage the saints to endure the immense hardship and sufferings during the Great Tribulation 

(especially during the latter 42 months?) 

Few doubt that these 144,000 are the same as the 144,000 whom John saw after the opening of the six seals and before 

the opening of the 7th seal.  Their Jewishness is obvious by 

▪ Listing of each tribe from which 12,000 were chosen—the mystery of the missing tribe of Dan and the unusual 

order of the listing only serve to highlight  reasons that only tied to the people of Israel 

▪ Their redemption while not caused by, but 

o Does enable them to remain “virgins” by not defiling themselves with women 
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o To follow the Lamb wherever He goes, and 

o Is marked by being purchased from among mankind and offered as firstfruits to God and the Lamb, and 

o By being blameless as no lies are in their mouths! 

▪ All these are distinctive marks used of  the Redeemed of Israel 

o “I will build you up again, and you, Virgin Israel, will be rebuilt” (Jere. 31:4) 

o “’Israel was holy to the Lord, the first fruits of His harvest; all who devoured her were held guilty and 

disaster overtook them,’ declares the Lord.” (Jere. 2:3) 

o “They will do no wrong; they tell no lies.  Deceitful tongues will not be found in their mouths.  They will 

eat and lie down and no one will make them afraid.” (Zeph. 3:13) 

o All these are now made possible, as they follow the Lamb wherever He goes—a mark of their faith and 

allegiance to the Lamb, during this period of Great Tribulation! 

While 144,000 is definitely not an actual number, it seeks to confirm what Paul says about “(U)ntil the full number of 

the Gentiles has come in.  And so all Israel will be saved as it is written, ‘The deliverer will come from Zion; He will 

turn godlessness away from Jacob.  And this is my covenant with them when I take away their sins.” (Romans 11: 

25-27) 

How would this vision be a comfort and encouragement to those under the persecution of the 1st beast (the Antichrist)? 

1. “Then I looked, and there before me was the Lamb, standing on Mount Zion, and with him 144,000 who 

had his name and his Father’s name written on their foreheads.” 

o Just as John was looking at the ruthless rule of the Antichrist, the deception by the False Prophet and the 

persecution of the saints 

o Suddenly, John sees the Lamb standing on Mount Zion, the sacred place that Satan has sought to 

desecrate through his agents and presumably succeeds in so doing—but at the appropriate time, the Lamb 

will come and reclaim this city of His 

o Would it be the fulfillment of Zech. 14:4 “On that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives, east 

of Jerusalem”? 
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o Location-wise, the two are different, but I believe, this vision draws John’s attention (and thus ours, 

especially those going through the Great Tribulation) to the fact of Christ’s ultimate victory over Satan 

and his agents—Mount Zion is His city, Israel His people! 

2. And I heard a sound from heaven like the roar of rushing waters and like a loud peal of thunder. The 

sound I heard was like that of harpists playing their harps.  

o With the mentioning of roaring sound, peal of thunder etc. from heaven, it proves that it is an earthly 

scene depicting Christ’s victory on earth fulfilling His promise to Israel, and 

o What should be terrifying sounds now turn into the sound of music instead—that of music played by 

harps! 

o Yes, to those who belong to God, even the great majesty and power displayed as part of God’s character 

are not to be feared—but music to our ears! 

3. And they sang a new song before the throne and before the four living creatures and the elders. No one 

could learn the song except the 144,000 who had been redeemed from the earth 

o Personally, as I believe the 144,000 represents “all Israel” being saved during the Great Tribulation, 

such a new song could only be sung by them, not Gentile believers! 

In the “Midst” of the Great Tribulation 

The Three Angels 

2nd Vision 

“6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the 

earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, 

because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 

springs of water.” 

 

8 A second angel followed and said, “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’[a] which made all the nations drink 

the maddening wine of her adulteries.” 

 

9 A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives 

its mark on their forehead or on their hand, 10 they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury, which has been 

poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the 
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holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest 

day or night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.” 12 

This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain faithful to 

Jesus. 

 

13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” 

“Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” 

John is now shown a vision of three angels, the call to patient endurance is repeated in v.12. 

1st Angel: 

“(H)e had the eternal gospel to proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and 

people. 7 He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. 

Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

▪ Obviously, just like all other angels, including the riders of the four horses in the first seals, they are not the one 

doing the actual deeds, but they point to the work of God that will be done through whatever means He has 

chosen 

▪ And in this case, before the “last plagues” that completes the wrath of God (15:1), it appears that God is giving 

this rebellious mankind one more chance, with the “eternal gospel” being proclaimed basically to all who live on 

earth 

o The emphasis is unmistakable: “to every nation, tribe, language and people” 

▪ But how is He going to do it? 

o As I said, not likely really having an angel flying all over the earth—which will be contrary to all the 

visions that have been shown so far 

o But likely, through a final concerted effort of the saints—yes, the suffering saints! 

o Isn’t that amazing, even in the midst of persecution, the saints are not depicted as losers 

o They are conquerors just as 12:11 says of the saints, “They triumphed over him (Satan) by the blood of 

the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much to shrink from 

death.” 
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o This perhaps, in my opinion, is what Jesus is talking about after He has foretold the coming of severe 

persecution (Mat. 24: 9-13) and then says, “but he who stands firm to the end will be saved.  And this 

gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations and then the 

END will come.” (Mat. 24:13b-15)  The language in both places ae extremely similar! 

What is the message of the gospel? 

▪ “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his judgment has come. Worship him who made the 

heavens, the earth, the sea and the springs of water.” 

▪ What is the message we are sharing with the world today? 

▪ Shouldn’t this be our message?  Why or why not! 

2nd Angel: 

“A second angel followed and said, ‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great,’ which made all the nations drink the 

maddening wine of her adulteries.’” 

After this likely the last chance given to the people of the world, judgment finally comes, beginning with “Babylon the 

Great”—allow me to ask you to hold your thoughts at this point, except that I would like to point out that it is a 

pronouncement, the contents of which are detailed in ch.18 

▪ Suffice to say that the judgment of this “Babylon the Great” is different from the judgment of the 1st beast (the 

Antichrist), because it would be the 1st Beast that will bring “Babylon the Great” to ruin (17:16) 

▪ The distinctive mark of the “Babylon the Great” is her “adulteries”—a term that is used exclusively in the OT 

for unfaithfulness to YHWH! 

3rd Angel: 

“A third angel followed them and said in a loud voice: “If anyone worships the beast and its image and receives 

its mark on their forehead or on their hand, 10 they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury, which has been 

poured full strength into the cup of his wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the 

holy angels and of the Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest 

day or night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its name.” 
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▪ This, again, is not the judgment of the Beast, but the people on earth who 

o “worships the beast and its image and receives its mark on their forehead or on their hand” 

• Which basically include all the people of the world at the time, except the saints 

▪ What will their judgment be? 

o “they, too, will drink the wine of God’s fury, which has been poured full strength into the cup of his 

wrath. They will be tormented with burning sulfur in the presence of the holy angels and of the 

Lamb. 11 And the smoke of their torment will rise for ever and ever. There will be no rest day or 

night for those who worship the beast and its image, or for anyone who receives the mark of its 

name.” 

o The judgment appears to be of two folds 

• They will drink of the wine of God’s fury which presumably refers to the seven bowls that would 

be pouring out by the seven angels in ch. 16, and 

• They will be tormented with burning sulfur with smoke of their torment rising for ever and ever 

and this is definitely referring to the “lake of fire” described in more details in ch.20 upon the 2nd 

resurrection of the dead! 

• Irrespective how one sees the place of hell—it is definitely a place of eternal torment and a place of 

“no rest”! 

• That is the price for worshipping the beast, the kneeling down before his image and the yielding to 

his tyranny in open rejection to the Lamb that was slain! 

Words of Encouragement and Comfort: 

“12 This calls for patient endurance on the part of the people of God who keep his commands and remain 

faithful to Jesus. 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven say, “Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord 

from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” 

1st: The standing of the Lamb on Mount Zion (which is always used to represent the City of God) with the preserved 

144,000 (“All Israel”), the one-last-preaching of the gospel, the fall of Babylon the Great, and the horrific judgment of 

all those who reject the Lamb and worship the Beast—combined to call the suffering saints one more time 

▪ To “patient endurance” 

▪ To keep God’s commands and 

▪ To remain faithful to Jesus! 
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o Should it be any comfort to them (and to you)? 

But one more word of encouragement: 

“Write this: Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “they will rest from 

their labor, for their deeds will follow them.” 

▪ “From now on”: given the context of the vision, this is a special promise to the suffering saints at the time 

▪ And the promise (and implication) is 

o You may die during this Great Tribulation 

o But since you are dying in (and for) the Lord 

▪ You will rest from your labor (the extreme hardship—I know—Yes!) 

▪ But their “deeds”, i.e. their faithfulness till death—will not be forgotten 

▪ As much as there will be punishment for those who persecute them 

▪ There are rewards awaiting them in heaven! 

Note the pattern: 

- All these are short pronouncements the details of which are to be revealed in the visions to come 

- This pattern, as a result, continues with the vision of the harvest that immediately follows 

- The details of which will be repeated (and elaborated in chapter 19) 

 

Chapter 14: 14-20 

The Final Harvest (pre) announced! 

“14 I looked, and there before me was a white cloud, and seated on the cloud was one like a son of man[b] with a 

crown of gold on his head and a sharp sickle in his hand. 15 Then another angel came out of the temple and 

called in a loud voice to him who was sitting on the cloud, “Take your sickle and reap, because the time to reap 

has come, for the harvest of the earth is ripe.” 16 So he who was seated on the cloud swung his sickle over the 

earth, and the earth was harvested. 

17 Another angel came out of the temple in heaven, and he too had a sharp sickle. 18 Still another angel, who 

had charge of the fire, came from the altar and called in a loud voice to him who had the sharp sickle, “Take 

your sharp sickle and gather the clusters of grapes from the earth’s vine, because its grapes are ripe.” 19 The 

angel swung his sickle on the earth, gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath. 

20 They were trampled in the winepress outside the city, and blood flowed out of the press, rising as high as the 

horses’ bridles for a distance of 1,600 stadia (180 miles)” 
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Two characters are seen here, both are given a “sharp sickle” to harvest the earth: 

• The first is one  

o “seated on the cloud…like the son of man 

▪ “Like the Son of Man” is the exact description of Christ back in chapter 1 when John turned 

around and saw someone “like the Son of Man” (1:13)—word for word the same in the original 

Greek as well.   

▪ This is also an obvious allusion to the “Son of Man coming with the clouds of heaven” in Daniel 

7:13 

▪ This was affirmed by Jesus Himself saying, “You will see the Son of Man sitting at the right 

hand of the Mighty One and coming on the clouds of heaven.” (Mat. 26:64; Mark 14:62) 

o “With a crown of gold” 

▪ As the “Son of Man” in Revelation as in Daniel is reserved for Christ, the wearing of the crown of 

gold would befit his authority to act in judgment and He is “none other than the risen Christ” 

(Mounce, 277) 

• The other one is an angel which is quite plain. 

 

To harvest with a sickle: 

 The image is exactly the one used by Joel in depicting the judgment of the “nations” on the “Day of the Lord”: 

o “Swing the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come trample the grapes for the winepress is full and the 

vats overflow—so great is their wickedness” (Joel 3:13) 

o Some see two different harvests here—one the harvest of the wicked, the other of the righteous 

o Most commentators see both as the harvest of the wicked, as “there is nothing in the context to show the 

righteous are in view” (Morris, 179) 

o As the harvest scene is depicted again (and elaborated) in chapter 19, we would come to understand that 

Christ is coming together with the “armies of heaven” and He “treads the winepress of the fury of the 

wrath of God.” (Rev. 19:15) 

o As far as the vision is concerned, the Son of Man appears to be the main one doing the swinging of the 

sickle, while the angel “gathered its grapes and threw them into the great winepress of God’s wrath” 

to be trampled! 
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The Call of the angels: 

 It is worth-noting that in both cases, the swinging of the sharp sickle is preceded by the call of another angel 

o The 1st one “came out of the temple” 

o While the 2ndone “who had charge of the fire, came from the altar” 

o One appears to signify the authority has come from God, and 

o The other one appears to signify the fiery wrath that comes straight from the altar of the temple! 

 

The severity of the Judgment: 

o Here it is highlighted by the “blood (which) flowed out of the press, rising as high as the horses’ bridles for a 

distance of 1,600 stadia (or 180 miles)” and 

o In 19:17ff , it is expressed by the call of an angel to “all birds flying in midair: ‘come, gather together for the 

great supper of God,’ so that they eat the flesh of kings, generals, and mighty men of horse and their 

riders, and the flesh of all people, free and slave, small and great!” 

 

With these pre-announcements of the Final Judgment (on the nations, the people, the adulterous Babylon the Great), the 

details are being revealed through the last seven plagues represented by the pouring of the Seven Bowls of God’s wrath, 

beginning with chapter 15. 

 

Chapter 15 

Introducing the Last Plagues 

15: 1-4 

“I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last, because with 

them God’s wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing with fire and, standing 

beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the number of its name. 

They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: 

“Great and marvelous are your deeds, 

Lord God Almighty. 

Just and true are your ways, 

King of the nations.[a] 
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4 Who will not fear you, Lord, 

and bring glory to your name? 

For you alone are holy. 

All nations will come 

and worship before you, 

for your righteous acts have been revealed.” 

 

The sounding of the 7th Trumpet (12:15) has in essence brought about the “3rd Woe” that ushers into the final phase of 

God’s judgment now revealed by the “Last plagues” to be ministered by seven angels pouring down the “seven bowls 

of God’s wrath” upon the earth.  The following marks are being highlighted: 

1) John calls it a “great and marvelous (or wonderful) sign 

▪ Throughout the book of Revelation, only three times does John use “sign” to describe the vision He sees 

▪ 12:1—the vision of the “woman” giving birth the Christ Child—as a sign, it appoints to the reality of 

Jesus, the Son of God , being born via the genealogy of Abraham and David (Mat. 1) 

▪ 12:3—the vision of the “dragon” which clearly points to Satan 

▪ The two signs combined provide the historical context for the final showdown between God and Satan in 

the End-time. 

▪ Now in 15:1—John appears to use the word, “sign” to point to the most significant of all visions 

concerning the finality of God’s judgment ending with these words before the pouring of the seven bowls: 

“(N)o one could enter the temple until the seven plagues were completed.” (15:8) 

2) The finality of the seven plagues in that they are the “last because with them God’s wrath is completed”  

▪ However, again, as “final” as the judgment is, it is still represented by a series of seven judgements—an 

important reminder to us in trying squeeze End-time prophecies into a punctiliar moment. 

3) The praise & adoration in the heavenly court—a scene very similar to the 1st heavenly court scene in chapter 4, 

except the transparent see (of glass) is mixed with fire marking the theme of judgment (punitive 

providence/Lenski) 

▪ Except that this is sung by “those who had been victorious over the beast and its image and over the 

number of its name” 
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▪ The specific mention of their victory over the beast puts them within the time of the Great Tribulation, 

and so they would be the same group introduced earlier in chapter 7 as distinguished from the 144,000 as  

those “who have come out of the Great Tribulation.” (7:14) 

▪ And previously commented, their victory comes from keeping the commands of the Lamb and by 

remaining faithful even till death, and here more specifically referred to as having been victorious 

• Over the beast—who oppresses them with violence and death 

• Over its image—refusing to worship the beast by bowing to its image, and 

• Over the number of its name—refusing to have its number affixed to the right hand or forehead—

which undoubtedly means plunging themselves into extreme hardship economically (poverty), 

socially (isolation) and religiously (underground churches?) 

▪ The song or song(s) 

• Grammatically, it should be two different songs, but the lyrics indicate that “we have only one song” 

(Lenski)—and the contents really lack the words and main motif of the Song of Moses in Exodus 

15. 

o Most commentators opine that this is essentially one song—signifying that the deliverance of 

Israel out of slavery in Egypt which foreshows (or is a type of) the deliverance by the Lamb 

of God of all mankind out of slavery of sin has come to its final consummation. 

o The OT motif is unmistakable as “Practically every phrase of the hymn is taken from the rich 

vocabulary of the OT” to the point that “In the Nestle-Aland text almost 80% of the words in 

the hymn (38 of 48) are italicized to show that they have been taken form the OT (LXX).” 

(Mounce, 286)—what have been said of God as the “Lord God Almighty, King of the 

nations, and alone are holy” have clearly been demonstrated now through His final 

judgment—“Great and wonderful deeds, just and true ways and acts of righteousness”, 

resulting in “Who will not fear you and bring glory tot your name…All nations will 

come and worship you (whether they like it or not!)” 

• Worth-noting is that--not just harps being the “standard musical instruments” in heaven, but as 

Mounce would translate, “given by God”—indeed, in the midst of the most terrible and terrifying 

time in history perhaps, God still gives us a “song”! 
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One last thought: does this “sign” signify that this is the moment these suffering saints are being taken out the Great 

Tribulation: 

- Personally I do not think so 

o For one, their worship before the throne of God has already been pre-figured in the very beginning, even 

before the opening of the seals (in ch.7), and 

o The use of the word “sign” for this particular vision perhaps has less to do with the “timing” but as an 

added encouragement to the sufferings saints, urging them to have patient endurance (14:12), because 

they will be “victorious over the beast, its image and the number of its name”. 

 

Chapter 15 

Introducing the Seven Angels of Wrath 

15: 5-8 

5 After this I looked, and I saw in heaven the temple—that is, the tabernacle of the Testimony—and it was 

opened. 6 Out of the temple came the seven angels with the seven plagues. They were dressed in clean, shining 

linen and wore golden sashes around their chests. 7 Then one of the four living creatures gave to the seven 

angels seven golden bowls filled with the wrath of God, who lives for ever and ever. 8 And the temple was filled 

with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one could enter the temple until the seven plagues 

of the seven angels were completed. 

 

The preparation phase of the Last Plagues continues with a scene loaded with meanings in that 

1) The temple in heaven is described as the “Tabernacle of the Testimony” 

▪  A rather unusual term that refers specifically the temple built by Moses as a tent within which was placed 

the Ten Commandments, hence some would translate the “covenant of the law” 

▪ That directly links the coming last plagues as the fulfillment of God’s covenant with Israel 

▪ [Personally, the unmistakable Jewish (or OT) which colors permeated throughout the visions and 

messages of the Book of Revelation, on the one hand—point to the ultimate fulfillment of God’s covenant 

through His Lamb not just for redemption of Israel, but for all peoples, tribes, nations and tongues of the 

earth; however, on the other hand—I believe that God is not One who would sidestep His explicit  

promises to Israel just because the ultimate fulfillment is for all the entire world.  As a result, all the 

sufferings of Israel in the hands of the nations (although self-inflicted for the most part) will not be 
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forgotten.  The judgments that come are not just for the sake of Gentile saints, but also for the sake of the 

original chosen people of God.] 

2) The seven angels are “dressed in clean, shining linen and wore golden sashes around their chests” 

▪ As these seven angels have come “out of the temple”, their golden sashes indicate that they are now 

taking on the role of the priests—“Golden girdles are symbolic nature of their office (cf. Ezek. 9:2; Dan 

10:5)” (Mounce, 288); their pure right linen speaks to the fact that they are qualified to pour the judgment 

on the unrighteous as they themselves are righteous. 

▪ In short, as priests, they are acting on God’s behalf! 

3) The final scene of “the temple filled with smoke from the glory of God and from his power, and no one 

could enter the temple until the seven plagues of the seven angels were completed.” 

▪ It remind us of the scene at the completion of the Tabernacle of Testimony at end of the Book of Exodus 

when “Moses could not enter the Tent of Meeting because the cloud had settled upon it, and the 

glory of the Lord filled the Tabernacle.”(Ex. 40;35) 

▪ That signifies powerfully that God has tabernacle (dwelled) among them as their God—“Immanuel”—

“God with us” 

▪ Here, the emphasis (or message) is different 

• As much as the wrath of God on us has been satisfied by the crushing death of His Son on the cross 

as our “guilt offering” (Isa. 53: 10) 

o Such is only imputed upon those who would believe in Him 

• But for those who have chosen to reject the Lamb of God 

o They have chosen to face the wrath of God themselves and 

o Thus their judgment, together with that of the beast, the false prophet and the dragon (Satan) 

will have to be completed, before the ushering into eternity of “a New Heaven and a New 

Earth where righteousness dwells.” (2 Peter 3:13) 


