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VCBC Sunday Life Group                                                              October – December 2021 
The Book of Revelation 
Lesson #6—Chs 12b-13 

Satan’s War against the Saints 
November 7, 2021 

Introduction 
 
We have covered the first part of chapter 12 last Sunday, which provides the historical context 
for the war waged against the saints in the last 42 months of the Great Tribulation.  Since the 
numbers of 42 months, 2,300 days and 3 ½ years are often mentioned during this time of Great 
Tribulation, perhaps some clarifications are in order. 
 
The Book of Daniel (9: 24-27) frames the redemption plan though Christ with a 70x7 time-table 
24 

“Seventy ‘sevens’[ care decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, 

to put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal 

up vision and prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy Place.[e] 

25 
“Know and understand this: From the time the word goes out to restore and 

rebuild Jerusalem until the Anointed One,[f] the ruler, comes, there will be seven ‘sevens,’ 

and sixty-two ‘sevens.’ It will be rebuilt with streets and a trench, but in times of 

trouble. 
26 

After the sixty-two ‘sevens,’ the Anointed One will be put to death and will have 

nothing.[g] The people of the ruler who will come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. 

The end will come like a flood: War will continue until the end, and desolations have been 

decreed. 
27 

He will confirm a covenant with many for one ‘seven.’[h] In the middle of the 

‘seven’[i] he will put an end to sacrifice and offering. And at the temple[j] he will set up an 

abomination that causes desolation, until the end that is decreed is poured out on him.” 
 
We know that this prophecy refers to the redemption plan through Christ because no other event 
and no one can “finish transgression and to put an end to sin.” 
 
I do side many more conservative scholars in interpreting the “seventy sevens” as “years” 
because while the 1,260 days or 42 months might be a round number, I personally incline to take 
it more literally, as Daniel are very specific with numbers many of which are not open to 
spiritualization like this precise timeframe concerning “the times of the Gentiles” as follows: 
“From the time that the daily sacrifice is abolished and the abomination that causes 
desolation is set up, there will be 1,290 days. Blessed is the one who waits for and reaches 
the end of the 1,335 days.” (Daniel 12:11-12) 
 
Such numbers thrown around by Daniel (or rather by the angel) do not appear to be arbitrary, 
and the fact that we can hardly nail down their exact meaning only serves to reinforce the 
likelihood of literal days the meaning of which can only be made clear upon its fulfillment, but I 
do not wish to “force’ its interpretation to fit any of the known period of history. 
 
As to the estimation of the first 69 “sevens”, I shall post the following notes as part of today’s 
lesson’s notes and you can digest it for yourself.  

It is true that if we take the time of the issuing of the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem 

(9:25) as the year of the return of Nehemiah to the city to begin the rebuilding work (which was 

445 B.C.) and the cutting of the Anointed One as the death of Jesus (which was 31/33 A.D**.), 

and take into consideration the difference between the lunar year (which the seventy sevens 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22013e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22014f
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22015g
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22016h
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22016i
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Daniel+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-22016j
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appear to apply) and the solar year (which world history dating is based on), you will find that it 

does jive with the 483 years denoted by the seven plus sixty-two “sevens”*. 

 In any case, a specified time-table is certainly meant, and it does point to a time not fully 

fulfilled by the rise and death of Antioch IV.   

*[69 x 7 x 360] is very close to [(445 + 31) x 365] 

**In general, it is believed that the actual year of the birth of Christ should be 1 or 2 B.C.) 

5-Year Devotional Guide, Year 2, Week 52 https://totalgrowth.bitbucket.io/totalgrowth 
 
But the division of the last 7 years into two halves, i.e. each half of 42 months is now being 
further elaborated by these visions in chapters 12 & 13 of Revelation following the blasting of 
the 7

th
 Trumpet. 

 
As I mentioned last time, the historical context for the final showdown between the “seed” of the 
woman and the dragon is set through the first part of chapter 12 (vv. 1-5).  Now the final 
showdown begins. 
 

a) The Final Showdown begins 
“6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might 
be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their 
place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, 
or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with 
him.” 
 
Introduction: 
This final showdown is being presented in this vision in a summary form, ending with the 
dragon, Satan, pursuing the “offspring” of the woman—“those who keep God’ commands and 
hold fast their testimony about Jesus” (v.17). The details of the war being waged by Satan are 
being shown in the visions in chapter 13 which follows. 
 
A. The Protection of the Woman: the 1

st
 half of the final 7

th
—1,260 days 

“6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might 
be taken care of for 1,260 days.” 
 
Perhaps the chart below which summarizes all the 42 months and equivalent so far mentioned 
will help show what might be happening during the first half of the final 7-year period in that the  
42 months mentioned in the measuring of the temple (inner court), the ministry of the two 
witnesses during the 1,260 days with no harms being able to be inflicted upon them (and hence, 
all believers) and now the same 1,260 days being mentioned as the period of time the woman is 
being taken care of—all tend to signify the same period of time where the attack of Satan (and 
his henchmen) is being restrained (more of the protection of the woman in vv. 13-14) 

 The place of protection, the wilderness, is likely a symbol in that the “wilderness” is 
often used by God in OT for the protection of His people, beginning from Exodus where 
God granted them miraculous protections and had taken care of (or nurtured, as some 
would translate) with manna and water and more.  Elijah, too, had been cared for by the 
Lord through ravens in the wilderness (I Ki. 17: 1ff) 

 

https://totalgrowth.bitbucket.io/totalgrowth
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Measuring of 
temple (Ch.7) 

Ministry of the two 
Witnesses (ch.11) 

The Woman 
(ch. 12:6) 

42 months 1,260 days 1,260 day & 3 ½ 
years 

Protect of inner 
court-worshippers 

Testifying, performing 
miracles, can’t be 
harmed 

Flown to 
wilderness to be 
taken care of 

Symbol for the 
protection of  
The Chosen 144,000 
in 7: 1-8 

A period of protection 
for all saints from 
persecution implied? 

Jive with the 
protection of the 
Chosen 144,000 

 
The war above: 
“7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and 
the dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their 
place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, 
or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with 
him.” 
 
While we are only aware or mindful of the war waged by Satan against God’s people on earth, 
the actual war is really being waged in heaven: 

o Just as it was revealed to Daniel that even in the time of exile, when God was in the 
course of honoring His promise of their return to Jerusalem in 70 years, one of Satan’s 
agents, called “the prince of the Persian Kingdom” (Dan. 10:13) had resisted the angel 
who was sent to Daniel in answer to his prayer, but  his trip was delayed  for “21 days”, 
but with the help of the Archangel Michael,  presumably the resistance was quelled 
(Dan. 10: 12-14); 

o Now the earthly pursuit of the woman is waged (behind the scene, so to speak) in heaven 
above by not just the dragon, but his angels.  Again, it is Michael and his angels would 
succeed in not only defeating Satan and his angel, but would also hurl them down from 
heaven to the earth. 

o What then will Satan and his angels do after being driven from heaven? 
o That is being partly addressed by a loud proclamation from heaven 
o Marking this important junction not only in salvation history, but also the final 

phase of the rebellion of Satan and his angels before Christ’s return which is 
absolutely imminent now! 
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B. The Proclamation in Heaven 
 
The driving of Satan out of heaven is no small matter, and it basically sends the END into its 
final phase, thus John hears this loud proclamation in heaven. Who the speaker is, again, invites 
many interpretations, but ultimately it is not important, but the message is: 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
 
Salvation has come: 
“Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God, 
and the authority of his Messiah. 
Reason: 
For the accuser of our brothers, 
who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down. 
We play a part in his demise: 
11 They triumphed over him 

o by the blood of the Lamb 
o and by the word of their testimony; 
o they did not love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

Heaven  rejoices: 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens 
and you who dwell in them! 
Earth’s woe 
But woe to the earth and the sea, 
because the devil has gone down to you! 
He is filled with fury, 
because he knows that his time is short.” 
 

o An important moment of history: the defeat of Satan in the heavenly realm: 
 The “now” accompanied by the  perfect “have come or have happened” signify 

that Satan is rendered powerless in the heavenly realm—there is absolutely no 
place of him in heaven 

 What he has been doing all along is accusing God’s people before God 
day and night 

 Of which the book of Job paints a very vivid picture 
 Now, no more can he enter the court of heaven 
 No more can he accuse any of us—the brothers (and sisters) of Christ 

 Why?  Because He has been hurled down, defeated, driven away from heaven 
o (Surprisingly?)We have contributed to Satan’s defeat 

 It is interesting note that we also play a part in this spiritual warfare in that 
 It is really no point for Satan to come before God to accuse us, which 

seems to be his ultimate goal in approaching God  
 in hurling insult to Him and mocking Him because of our failure 

(which no doubt, in Satan’s mind a reflection of God’s failure too 
since we are His creation) 

 But as brothers of Christ, washed in the righteousness of the blood 
of the Lamb 

 We are declared righteous—no room for Satan’s accusation before 
God—God wins, Satan loses 

 More than that, we are not only declared righteous before God, we are 
“overcomers” of Satan’s schemes of temptations, especially in the form of 
persecution, because 
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 We keep the word of our testimony (or witness) in not being 
disobedient to His word (as urged by the seven letters in chs. 2-3) 

 And also by being faithful till death (Rev. 2:10)—“they did not 
love their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

 Our faithfulness till death basically disables or disarms the power 
of Satan over us! 

o Great rejoicing in Heaven 
 As Satan is being driven out of heaven 
 It is only fitting that heaven should throw a party (Satan’s farewell party?) 

 “12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!” 
… 

o But what about the earth—the only place left for Satan and his angels? 
 Well, it is really bad news, as the voice continues to tell us 
 “But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! 
 He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 

 
The last words are really scary: “he knows that his time is short” 

o In other words, we can expect Satan’s last-ditch effort to rebel against God, to harm those 
who belong to Him on earth, and to destroy creation as well (he is after all no friend even 
to the people of the earth!) 

 
b) The Persecution (During the Great Tribulation) 

“13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who 
had given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, 
so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would be 
taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his 
mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away 
with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing 
the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at 
the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep 
God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus.” 
 
The protection of the woman of 3 ½ years 

o It appears the message of the protection of the woman on earth in v.6 for 1,260 is kind of 
interrupted by the revelation of the heavenly warfare being waged “behind the scene”, 
and some details of such a preservation are being resumed: 

o The description here depicts the woman before her flight to the wilderness and explains 
how she might be able to escape the dragon’s attack 

 Most believe that the two eagle wings are favorite symbols for God’s protection: 
 “(H)ow I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.” (Ex. 19:4; 

cf. Dt. 32:11; Isa. 40:31) 
 Perhaps, just as God used His mighty power to lead them from the harms in Egypt, 

He will do the same to protect the people of Israel at this time of attack by Satan. 
 In any case, during these 42 months, they will be kept safe by God. 

o However, it does not mean Satan would give up his attack on them so easily; in fact, 
“from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and 
sweep her away with the torrent” 

 Again, we believe it is symbolic of his last-ditch attempt to harm the people of 
Israel God has chosen to preserve! 

 The image of a flood like torrent signifies something that normally could be 
unstoppable—we all see the pictures of flash flood almost every year, and farms, 
properties, houses and animals could hardly escape 
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 But the imagery of the earth opening its mouth and swallowing the river shows 
that nothing is impossible with God—if God so chooses to protect us from the 
devil’s scheme, there is nothing he could do to harm us. 

 But the picture is one of relentless attack by Satan of the Chosen Ones (144,000, I 
believe) who are different from the “saints” described in ch.13. 

 
The persecution of the “offspring” of the woman 

o From the war being waged by the beast (an agent of Satan) against the “saint” in ch.13 
(note the wordings in 13:7: “He (the beast) was given power to make war against the 
saints to conquer them”) 

o It is safe to say the “offspring” (though in singular) does refer to the saints, the church 
that remains on earth during the time of Tribulation, and this is made plain here with 
these words (12:17) 

o “17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against 
the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their 
testimony about Jesus.” 

Summary note: 
As we seek to stick to a more orderly study of the visions 

o beginning with the seven seals as the “Precursors” of the END 
o followed by the seven trumpets as the actual inauguration of the END 

 which is still not a punctiliar moment but is marked by a series of events, and 
o with the sounding of the 7

th
 Trumpet, 

 the heavenly voices declare that time as we know is no more 
 Satan is defeated and is driven away from heaven 
 God’s reign has set in—He is no more the “who is to come”—He is here now to 
reign 

At the introduction of the 42 months, 1,260 days and the 3 ½ years numbers, which I believe 
is reference to Daniels first half of his last 7

th
 year of the 70 x 7 vision in Daniel 9:27 

But I wish to remind you one more point which is very important to a proper understanding of 
the visions of the book of Revelation, and that is 

o All the references to the 2
nd

 coming of Christ in other parts of the Scriptures are equally 
true 
 Except that they are not only in summary form, like the prophecies of Jesus’ 1

st
 

coming in the OT, one part of the prophesy is not necessarily followed 
immediately the other part(s) even in the same verse; 

o Often there is a huge gap (in terms of time) between them, but nonetheless, what 
is being predicted has accurately been fulfilled. 

o And so, as we read I Corinthians 15:52, we understand that our resurrection (the dead 
being raised) will happen when the “last trumpet” shall sound: or 

o The prophecy in I Thessalonians 4:13ff, we also understand that the 2
nd

 coming of Christ 
is accompanied by a loud command with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God and the raising of the dead etc. 

We need to understand that Paul is summarizing what will definitely happen during the END, 
but not all of these happen at a “punctiliar” moment, but likely as part of  a series of events 
o So, as far as “Trumpet” call is concerned, the blasting of the 7

th
 Trumpet is  the last one 

being mentioned in Revelation 
o No more mention of any “trumpet call” appears in any of the visions after this (Rev. 

11:15) 
o Therefore, if this is what Paul has in mind, as the “last trumpet”, then John is telling us 

that the sounding of this “last trumpet” has certainly ushered into the final phase of the 
END 

o But there will still be a series of events that lead to the actual descent of Christ and the 
raising of the dead etc.. 



7 

 

Chapter 13 
The Two End-time Henchmen of Satan 

The Two Beasts—Anti-Christ & the False Prophet 
 
This vision is preceded by these words of the last vision: 
12:17 “Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against the 
rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about 
Jesus.” 
 
What follows is the war so waged by Satan against the “saints” 
 

Satan’s first henchman: the Beast from the sea: 
“13 The dragon[a] stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. It 
had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns, and on each head a 
blasphemous name. 2 The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear 
and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and 
great authority. 3 One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the 
fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the 
beast. 4 People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they 
also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war against it?” 
 
5 The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise its 
authority for forty-two months. 6 It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his 
name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 7 It was given power to wage 
war against the saints and to conquer them. And it was given authority over every tribe, 
people, language and nation. 8 All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all 
whose names have not been written in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain 
from the creation of the world.[b] 
 
9 Whoever has ears, let them hear. 10 “If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity they 
will go. If anyone is to be killed[c] with the sword, with the sword they will be killed.”[d] 
This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people.” 
 
What we know about this beast: 
 

o It is being called up by the dragon (Satan) 
o The dragon, having failed to harm the “woman” (the 144,000) although after his 

relentless attempts, not stood on the “sand” of the sea, not that he has resigned to 
stop, but to summon his agent in the form of a brutal beast to go after the “seed” 
of the woman, the “saints” (v.7) 

o He is from the sea 
o While the sea in biblical prophecies is recognized to represent “the seething 

cauldron of national and social life, out of which the great historical movements 
of the world arise” (Swete) and is often associated with evil (Morris, 161), its true 
origin is being spelt out as this beast appears again in chapter 17 coming out of 
the “Abyss” (17:8) 

o He has “ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on its horns” 
o Its resemblance to its master, Satan is made plain with this appearance 
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 Beast from the sea 
(Rev.13) 

Dragon /Satan 
(Rev. 12) 

4
th

 Beast 
in Daniel 7 

Horns Ten Ten Ten 
Heads Seven Seven One 
crowns Ten Seven  
Appearance Like a leopard + 

Feet:= bear 
Mouth = lion 

Dragon 4 different beasts     
1

st
 = lion;                 

2
nd

 = bear;                
3

rd
 = leopard;           

4
th

 = beast terrifying, 
frightening & very 
powerful 

1.  
 The angel explains to the Daniel that these beasts represent “kingdoms that will rise from 

the earth” (Dan. 7:17) 
 We can safely interpret the beast also represents “kingdom” that will rise at the END and 

such is affirmed in Rev. 17 when this beast resurfaces there and the angel explains to 
John that “The seven heads are…seven kings…and the ten horns you saw are ten kings.”  
We shall consider these 10 horns and crowns and the seven heads more fully then. 

 For now, the Satanic origin of this beast from the sea is unmistakable. 
 While in Daniel 7, the four beasts represent successive kings, and in Revelation all the 

power, brutality , strength and rapid conquering are embodied by this one beast! 
 Some seek to explain why the beast in Revelation has 10 crowns, while Satan has seven.  

I have not found any satisfactory explanations so far and most commentators seem to 
settle with the fact that we simply do not know! 

 
o Each head has a blasphemous name 

 The readers in John’s time would immediately relate to the various names some 
of the Roman Emperor liked to call themselves, including “son of god”, “lord” 
and even “savior”—all trying to elevate themselves to the god’s. 

 But with this kingdom of the beast, all the kings within this bloc appear not to fear 
God and purposely choose names to blaspheme God openly! 

 
o He has been given Satan’s power and his throne and great authority. 

 This description of the beast remind us of 
 The time Satan tempted the Lord and offered Him the “kingdom of the world and 

their splendor” (Mat. 4:9)and 
 The city of Pergamum “where Satan has his throne” (Rev. 2:13) 

 And in the latter part of this vision, we shall see that Satan, through this 
beast has his throne not just over a city, but the entire earth for a time 

 And we shall also see how he flexes his power, not only over the entire 
world, but in the persecution of the saints. 

 But we read later on in 16:10 that the 5
th

 angel would pour one of God’s 
bowls of wrath on the throne of the beast, “and his kingdom was 
plunged into darkness.” 
 

His unusual charisma and power 
o One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound 

had been healed.  
 As this head is one of the seven kings, and in 13:14 is mentioned to have been 

fatally wounded by “the sword” 
 Perhaps, this is not talking the near extinction or collapse of a certain kingdom or 

power, but the very king being fatally wounded in battle (the wound of death)—
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kind of like the two witnesses perhaps—but his incredible healing seems to give 
credence to his miraculous power to the point that… 

o The whole world was filled with wonder and followed the beast.  
 This healing appears to be a turning point in consolidating his power, and 
 The “whole world”, which likely not an exaggeration is under his magic sway! 
 They do not only subject to his rule, but appear to do so wholeheartedly 

o People worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and  
 He is not only being hailed as Caesar of the world, 
 People recognize the source of his power and worship Satan 

o they also worshiped the beast and asked, “Who is like the beast? Who can wage war 
against it?” 

 The beast and Satan are now the Unholy Duo! 
 They have complete control of the world! 

 
His reign of 42 months (2

nd
 half of the last 7

th
) 

o The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise 
its authority for forty-two months. It opened its mouth to blaspheme God, and to 
slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven.  

 This emboldens the beast, as Daniel also prophesies, to “speak against the Most 
High and oppress his saints…” (Dan. 7:25) 

 Though, it is made more explicit about his blasphemy 
 Which certainly is directed first and foremost to God, as the mouthpiece of Satan 
 But also God’s dwelling place and those who dwells there in heaven 

 He is so arrogant that he fears no men and God! 
o It was given power to wage war against the saints and to conquer them.  

 And He begins his 42 months of terrorizing the saints—Christians who are living 
during the Great Tribulation 

 And unfortunately, he also “conquers” them! 
o And it was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. 8 All 

inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast—all whose names have not been written 
in the Lamb’s book of life, the Lamb who was slain from the creation of the world 

 The line is clearly drawn now 
 Those who follow and worship the beast and 
 Those who do not 

 There is no fence-sitters 
 The former who worship the beasts—their names are not in the 

Book of Life of the Lamb 
 The latter” their names are in the Book of the Life of the Lamb 

o “From the creation of the world”: appears to speak to 
“Election” 

 
Some of the saints would suffer imprisonment or martyrdom 
Upon reading  the sad news that the saints will be persecuted in the latter half of the last 7

th
, and 

that they will be conquered, we wonder why would God allow this to happen, and now comes 
the answer” 

o “If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity they will go.  
o If anyone is to be killed[c] with the sword, with the sword they will be killed.”[d] 
o This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of God’s people.” 

 
Yes, some will be put in prison, some would even be killed 

o And that is ordained by God 
o And this atrocity will test the patience of the saints 

o Both the ones imprisoned, and those are about to be killed and 
o In fact the whole church on earth at the time 
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 But the call is for “patient endurance” and 
 For “faithfulness” till death! 
 Because it is still only for a limited time—42 months 
 After which, the beast, Satan and all their followers will face their final 

judgment! 
 

Satan’s second henchman: the Beast from the earth 
 
“11 Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth. It had two horns like a lamb, but it 
spoke like a dragon. 12 It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and 
made the earth and its inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been 
healed. 13 And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the 
earth in full view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was given power to perform on 
behalf of the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up 
an image in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. 15 The second 
beast was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could 
speak and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.  
 
Who is the 2

nd
 beast: 

o False Prophet: 
 Perhaps, it is meaningful to point out that, the rest of the book of Revelation calls 

this 2
nd

 beast, the “false prophet” (16:13; 19:20; 20:10) and that appears to be who 
he is, and what his Satanic role is 

 To mislead the world, and if possible the saints into misunderstanding the Word 
of God and to turn to the devil and with prophetic power like OT false prophets! 

o “Then I saw a second beast, coming out of the earth” 
 “coming out of the earth” appears to symbolizes a less demonic origin, but just 

the same, he will do the bidding of Satan. 
o “It had two horns like a lamb, but it spoke like a dragon.” 

 Without “crown” on his horns , the two horns simply denote that he looks exactly 
like an ordinary lamb 

 While he looks like a lamb, he does not walks like a lamb, nor talks like a lamb 
 With the imagery of a lamb and as a false prophet 

 It likely serves to fool people to believe that he is a Christ-like character 
 But the image of a lamb points to gentleness, submission and meekness 

which is definitely Christ’s character 
 But he speaks like a dragon means his speech, his teaching (as a prophet) 

 Is that of arrogance, of revenge and hatred! 
 Gentleness, submission and meekness would never be his mark 
 And that calls for discernment on the part of the saints! 
 Any teachings that are void of the character of the Lamb should 

be rejected—always ask this question! (If you want to know what a 
true Lamb-like prophet is, read the several Servant songs from 
Isaiah 42ff) 

His role and functions 
 Helping the 1

st
 beasts to Usurp the role of Creator God 

12 It exercised all the authority of the first beast on its behalf, and made the earth and its 
inhabitants worship the first beast, whose fatal wound had been healed. 

o While the 1
st
 beast is the henchman of Satan, this beast is the henchman of the 1

st
 beast 

o The three are really the “unholy trinity” 
o His main role is to make all people on earth to “worship” the 1

st
 beast 

 Whether he is dictating the economy, the scholarship & learning, the culture & 
entertainment and the political & military powers of the entire earth (he, on behalf 
of the 1

st
 behalf seems to have complete control over), 
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 Ultimately, it is religious—who is their god—the 1
st
 beast! 

[NOTE: it is important to point out that the “mark” of the 1
st
 beast, as far as the people of the 

world are concerned is: 
 whose fatal wound had been healed (here in  13:12) 
 seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had 

been healed (13:3) 
 the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. (13:14) 

 How he is going to do it? 
“And it performed great signs, even causing fire to come down from heaven to the earth in 
full view of the people. 14 Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of 
the first beast, it deceived the inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image 
in honor of the beast who was wounded by the sword and yet lived. . 15 The second beast 
was given power to give breath to the image of the first beast, so that the image could speak 
and cause all who refused to worship the image to be killed.” 

 Performing Miracles: 
 Faking the power of prophets, being able to perform “great signs” 

 One of which is the causing of fire to come from the sky in “full view of 
the people”—again, likely televised around the world!—which 
undoubtedly would cause people to equate him with Elijah (II Kings 1) 

 It is not inconceivable that he could even duplicate what the magicians did 
before Pharaoh at the time of Exodus and many are deceived 

 If it is tough to be a Christian in our time, it will be almost impossible at 
that time! 

 Religious Persecution 
 He does all these, interestingly to draw people not so much to himself but to the 

beast 
 So he sets up an image in honor of the beast 

 Why would the people worship the image of the beast as god 
 Unlike the Emperor-worship in John’s time, this appears to be voluntary in 

that 
 The miraculous healing (or coming back to life) of the 1

st
 beast appears to 

be so convincing that he is not a mere human being (one wonders how 
such a so-called miracle happens or is like), plus 

 Now, the false prophet can breathe on to this image  that it can speak 
 With that, it is no more voluntary, but all who refuse to worship 

the image would be killed—and it appears many will be 
 I am only using my imagination, but also by reading what 

happened during Roman time when Emperor-worship was 
mandatory for a time and in some areas 

 Some Christians went into hiding; some “faked” their worship by 
bribing (and obtained a certificate) and some obliged, while the 
rest were killed! 

 
The Mark of the 1

st
 Beast 

16 It also forced all people, great and small, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark 
on their right hands or on their foreheads, 17 so that they could not buy or sell unless they 
had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of its name. 
 
18 This calls for wisdom. Let the person who has insight calculate the number of the beast, 
for it is the number of a man.[e] That number is 666. 
 
Who is that 1

st
 Beast—the Anti-Christ 
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It appears that, with the wide-spread population of the whole earth, the imposition of the worship 
of  the beast might not have worked as they hope for (likely with God’s intervention to protect at 
least some of the saints), another scheme is devised by the false prophet to force the world into 
submission and that is through 

 Trade sanction: but perhaps more than that, as it affects “all people, great and small, rich 
and poor, free and slave 

 So it basically means nations cannot trade, corporations cannot operate (legally), jobs 
cannot be obtained, (perhaps, schools cannot be enrolled, grants cannot be obtained) and 
even day-to-day grocery shopping is not permitted (not getting a cup of coffee) 

 With the mark of the beast 
o Which is “the name of the beast or the number of its name” 
o Which is to be marked on each one’s “right hand” or “forehead”. 

 
Before we address what this mark is, let me say this 

 This particular mark clearly signifies one’s worship of the beast who is the 
representation of Satan 

 The receiving of this mark, by Christians, means the worship of this beast. 
 
While commentators of old had a hard time understanding what this mark might possibly be 
on one’s hand or forehead, the modern Christians have no problems understanding how it 
might work 

 We already have facial recognition, iris scan and finger-pints as marks or markers for 
identification with the latter being developed as early as 1858 in India 

 And we also have had birth certificates, citizenship I.D. and passports for a long , long 
time without which we might not have the right to attend school, to get a job or to travel 

 And we have no problem with any of the above. 
 
Therefore having a mark on the right hand or on the forehead, in itself, is a convenient 
technological way for the beast to use.  The method itself is not necessarily evil, it is the 
purpose that is being used by the beast which is evil! 
 
So, the technology today we use for identifying whether we are fully vaccinated and the so-
called Vaccine Passport in itself is not evil, otherwise, you might object the use of Citizenship 
I.D. or Passport.  Does the use of Vaccine Passport mean that we worship Satan or Satanic 
power?  Absolutely not! 
 
Again, the method of identification in itself is not necessarily evil, it is the purpose that 
matters! 
 
So, what is this mark of the beast?  How might we identify him? 
 

1) First of all: do we need to identify him? 
The answer is no! 

 It is far more important to identify who the false prophet 
 To discern that his teaching and thus his authority is false and Satanic is far more 

important,  
o He is the one who deceives the world to worship the Beast! 
o He is the spirit of the Antichrist! And 

 Such “spirits” of the Antichrist are already here  
o “This is the spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming and even 

now is already in the world.” 
 These false prophets and false teachings need to be discerned by us! 
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2) What is the basis of discernment? 
 “for it is the number of a man” 

o Obviously, that number represents all that the human, carnal spirit is all about 
o Versus, that of the Spirit of God! 

 
“No verse in Revelation has received more attention than this one with its cryptic reference to the 
number of the beast” (NICNT. 261). 
“In Greek, the first nine letters of the alphabet were used for the units, the next for the tens and 
so on” (TNTC, 168). 
 Indeed, even in the 2nd century, prominent theologians like Irenaeus had sought to solve 
this riddle without any satisfactory results. Such attempts have continued to these days, and yet 
no names so calculated have any credence.  Even the one “most commonly accepted today is that 
666 is the numerical equivalent “Nero Caesar” (NICNT, 262) who was dead by the time of 
John’s Revelation, not to mention that “to get this result we must use the Greek form of the Latin 
name, transliterated into Hebrew characters, and with a variant spelling at that (the vowel letter y 
has to be omitted from qysr)” (TNTC, 169) which is clearly arbitrary. 
 Since in his vision, John was told to invite those who have wisdom to  solve this riddle, 
this should be solvable except that it is meant for the time when this character appears which 
certainly speaks to a time in the distant future, the time of the Great Tribulation.  I believe that 
when the time comes, it will become clear to ones who have “insight” (13:18).  However, one 
thing is clearly pointed out by the speaker, and that is “it is a man’s number” which is important 
for the readers of the vision of the 2nd beast in Revelation 13.  As much as this 2nd beast is such 
a deceiver and a performer of great miracles, forcing all inhabitants of the earth to worship the 
statue of the first beast and depriving the faithful of Jesus Christ who do not bear the mark of the 
beast the means to survive, he is after all a mere human!  Irrespective of how great and horrific 
his name might be, it cannot disguise the fact that he is only a human being whose time is 
numbered as well. 
 

3) Why then would John invite us to “calculate the number of the beast…His number is 
666”? 

 
 Well, he is only calling those who has “insight” and who has :wisdom” to do so 
 I have no insight, and such wisdom, I believe, it  has to come from the Holy Spirit 

o He either gives it to you or He does not! 
o Since He has not given it to me, I should keep my mouth shut, and 
o Not try to “calculate”! 

 
Again: it is far more important to discern the “spirits” of Antichrist in our time, than to “estimate” 
or “speculate” who this character is 

- And if we well trained in the Word to discern such “spirits” 
- Then when this character surfaces, we should be able to recognize him! 

 
One Final thought: 
 
The “gemetria” approach toward identifying who the Beast is based on “666” is certainly 
misguided, because if name and number could identify the Antichrist, then what about the name 
of Jesus which, in Greek is “888” (Mounce, 261).  
 
Perhaps, Lenksi is right when he emphasizes the significant symbolic meaning of some of the 
numbers used in Revelation, such as 12 and 7, and most would agree that 7, when used as a 
symbol is that of God and His perfection. 
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If such is the case, then to frame the Beast with the number “666” perhaps point to fact that he 
falls short of God’s perfection.  If such “is” the case, then it is quite a scary thought that he is 
“666” and not “555” or “444”, because in each of the digits, he is very close to “7”. 
 
But isn’t that the picture of chapter 13, in that, the false prophet, the lamb-like character is 
seeking to deceive the world to believe that the Beast is in fact god—and presumably he will do 
a very successful job and perhaps, in also deceiving the saints, if that were possible. 
 
That’s perhaps is why John urges us to use insight and wisdom, not so much to decipher the 
number of the Beast’s name, but to discern who he really is—a man who falls short of the glory 
and perfection of God in every digit—in every aspect! 
 
And such he is so close to 777, how much we need to exercise our biblical discernment, 
especially when it comes to spiritual phenomena and manifestations and teachings—anything 
that is a novel idea and teaching , no matter how charismatically moving, , we need to use good 
biblical discernment to see if they do jive with the fundamentals sound doctrine.  If it falls out 
even in one major part of it, we need to reject it as false! 
 
 
 
 

 


