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Introduction 
 
Upon the sounding of the six trumpets, the Apostle John was invited to participate in a short 
prophetic vision before the sounding of the Last Trumpet. 
His participation is in the form of eating a small scroll after which he is told: 

“you may prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.” (10:11) 
 
As shall we learn, his short message will be from 11: 1-13, concerning the Two Witnesses after 
which the prophesies will be taken over once again by another angel, the angle who shall sound 
the 7th and Last Trumpet. 
 
As we seek to understand each passage (or vision) within the given context, the context of this 
short prophetic words of John are “about many peoples, nations, languages and kings which, in 
the book of Revelation, refers to the general inhabitants of the earth, not so much for the people 
of God. 
 

 
Chapter 11 

Vv. 1-13 
“I was given a reed like a measuring rod and was told, “Go and measure the temple of God 
and the altar, with its worshipers. 2 But exclude the outer court; do not measure it, because 
it has been given to the Gentiles. They will trample on the holy city for 42 months. 3 And I 
will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth.” 
4 They are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand before the Lord 
of the earth.”[a] 5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours 
their enemies. This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 6 They have power to 
shut up the heavens so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they 
have power to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague 
as often as they want. 
 
11: 1-2: The measuring of the temple of God 
 

A. The purpose or meaning of measuring: 
▪ While the use of a measuring device was obviously for the building or repair of a 

building or structure 
▪ But in various references (and visions) in the OT, the act of measuring is either 

for the justification of God’s judgment (finding the people wanting) or for the 
sake of protection or restoration (see Jere.31:39; Lam. 2:8; Eze. 40-42 & Zech 
1:16; 2:1) 

▪ In this case, the purpose is clearly for protection. 
B. The objects of protection: they include 

▪ The temple of God 
❖ While the use of “naos” indicates the “sanctuary” in a narrow sense, 

which includes the Holy Place and the Holy of Holies, but the term is 
sometimes used to refer to the entire temple, hence the translation by NIV. 
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❖ Since this is vision of the earthly temple (versus the heavenly temple the 
reference to which is always made plain as the “temple in heaven”), the 
Solomon temple had two courtyards (I Kin. 6:36), while the Herod’s 
temple had three (some say four) courtyards, namely 

(1) The court of the women, the court of the Israelites and the court of 
the priests) 

(2) Plus the court of the Gentiles which was separated from the former 
by” a barrier with the inscriptions threatening death to any Gentile 
who would pass beyond.” (Mounce, 214) 

❖ In any case, the protection is meant to include all the areas of the temple, 
except the Outer Court—the Court of the Gentiles 

▪ The altar 
❖ In the visions of Revelation, it appears that if the altar of incense is in sight, 

it will be so mentioned, otherwise, the altar for sacrifice, as most 
commentators opine, is being referred to. 

❖ That might mean that such protection extends to the ability to continue to 
worship God irrespective of the events of the world and the attacks by 
nations. 

▪ Its worshippers 
❖ Obviously, the protection is meant for those who genuinely belong to God 

during this period of the Great Tribulation.  The questions will be: 
(1) Whether they are only those mentioned earlier being specially 

marked in ch.6 (i.e. the 144,000) or all believers? and 
(2) What kind of protection is meant here? 

 
C. The Outer Court is not to be measured “because it has been given to the Gentiles. They 

will trample on the holy city for 42 months.” 
▪ While the measuring is symbolic, the message is quite clear 
▪ There will a time, spelled out here as a period of 42 months that 
▪ The holy city, which cannot mean any other thing or place than Jerusalem, will be 

trampled 
❖ That Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles are words that our Lord has 

already spoken about in Luke 21:24 
❖ “Jerusalem will be trampled by the Gentiles until the time of the Gentiles 

are fulfilled.” 
▪ It is worth-noting that while many OT prophecies also refer to the trampling by 

the Gentiles, they appear to refer to the trampling of the Sanctuary itself, which, at 
this period of the 24 months, are protected against such trampling. 

❖ Thus the prophecy of Dan. 8: 9-14  does not appear to be referred to, nor 
the desecration of the sanctuary, including the altar by Antiochus 
Epiphanes in 167 B.C 

▪ That means, during these 42 months, while the holy city, Jerusalem is under 
attacked by the Gentiles, somehow God grants protection to the sacred areas of 
the temple and those who worship in it. 

 
The most controversial issue is: apart from the attack by the Gentiles (i.e. the world that is hostile 
to God and His people) for a specified period of time, should we interpret the rest symbolically 
or a bit more literally? 

o First, the earthly temple has not existed since A.D. 70 at the destruction of Jerusalem in 
the hands of Titus 

o To interpret it literally, we have to assume that somehow a temple will be built and that 
sacrifices are being offered in its altar 
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o If such were the case, its worshippers cannot be follower of Christ, because no earthly 
altar is needed anymore because Christ has offered Himself as the Ultimate sacrifice 
needed to atonement of our sins and by His merit, we now can gain direct access to God. 

o In other words, no earthly temple is needed for those who truly worship God and His 
Christ. 

 
Therefore, I incline to believe that 

o There will be a time, very likely a more literal 42-month period (the reasoning of which 
will be dealt with later in the many 42 months, 3 ½ years or 1,260 days etc. being 
mentioned) that protection is granted to those who belong to God from both the wrath of 
God to come upon the sounding of the Last Trumpet, and against persecution by “the 
peoples, nations, languages and kings” of the earth (10:11) 

o To the extent that their worship of God (as symbolized by the temple and the altar in the 
vision) will be allowed to continue unaffected within this period of time.  This appears to 
jive with what Daniel prophesies about the 1st half of the last 7th of the “70x7) when 
“sacrifices and offerings” are still permitted (Dan. 9:27), and 

o More about what will happen during this specific period of time is now being revealed. 
 
11: 3-6: The Ministry of the Two Witnesses 

A. Who they are: 
3 And I will appoint my two witnesses, and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed in 

sackcloth.” 4 They are “the two olive trees” and the two lampstands, and “they stand 
before the Lord of the earth.” 

o They are called the two witnesses of God—“my two witnesses” 
o Meaning, they are especially sent by God for the sake of testifying for Him in 

calling the world to repentance 
o Which clothing in sackcloth is a clear indication, and 
o This is amazing: while with all the wrath of God poured down through the six 

trumpets’ woes, and the people of the earth, kings and peasants, still refuse to 
repent, God still gives them yet another chance to repent 

o And this time, through clear proclamations that being preached by the two 
witnesses 

o If they did not know the meaning of all the God-given woes 
o Now, they would be told in no uncertain terms! 

o Why 1,260 days being mentioned? 
o Like the Chinese lunar calculation, the Jewish months are based on a 30-day 

calculation as well 
o So 1,260 days would be exactly 42 months 
o I believe the message is quite clear and that is by so doing, the Lord is telling us 

that such numbers are not arbitrary and are to be taken seriously, just as numbers 
are bring “thrown around” in Daniel’s visions and he seems to wonder if such are 
to be taken seriously, this is what he is being told 

o “The vision of the evenings and mornings (referring to the 2,300 evenings 
and mornings in 8:14) that has been given to you is true!” (Dan. 8:26) 

o They are the two olive trees and the two lampstands and they stand before the Lord of the 
earth 

o It is worth-noting that in introducing the two witnesses, the “presence of the 
definite article apparently indicates that the readers were already familiar with 
the two witnesses” (Aune, 610) and this finds substantial support from 
commentators in general and such is made plain in v.3 

o “They are the two olive trees and the two lampstands 
o The believers of the 1st century, especially those of  Jewish origin would right 

away understand that the Lord is referring to vision of Zechariah in Zech. 4 
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▪ 2“I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lamps 
on it, with seven channels to the lamps. 3 Also there are two olive trees 
by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left. 

▪ 11Then I asked the angel, “What are these two olive trees on the right 
and the left of the lampstand…14 So he said, “These are the two who 
are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.” 

▪ This is vision with which the Lord encouraged Joshua, the high priest, and 
Zerubbabel, the governor not to fear opposition that sought to stop the 
building of God’s temple the construction of which has faced delay after 
delay upon the return of the exiles from Babylon with these words, “’Not 
by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit.’ Says the Lord Almighty.” 
(4:6) 

▪ To illustrate this point, Joshua was given the vision of the Lampstand and 
the two olive trees 

▪ To show him that he and the governor were kind of like the golden 
lampstand that will bring glory to God in completing the building of the 
temple as enabled by two olive trees that would supply the power of God 
to them (for their sake, if two lampstands are shown would be rather 
confusing). 

▪ While in this original vision, 
❖ Joshua and Zerubbabel were the lampstand(s) as one 
❖ The enabling power comes from the two olive trees! 

▪ Here, the two witnesses are both 
❖ And they actually fulfill the prophecy of Zech.4 in that 

▪ They now “are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the 
earth.” 

❖ Note the exact wordings underlined in both passages! 
▪ But who exactly are they?  We shall come to that in a minute! 

 
B. Their ministry: 

5 If anyone tries to harm them, fire comes from their mouths and devours their enemies. 
This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die. 6 They have power to shut up the 
heavens so that it will not rain during the time they are prophesying; and they have power 
to turn the waters into blood and to strike the earth with every kind of plague as often as 
they want. 

o During their 42-month of ministry (with their doom-and-gloom message which should 
not be popular at all) 

o They are able to perform great miracles both for their own protection, but also for 
validation of their message, no doubt 

o There will be enemies to the gospel who seek to harm them 
o But like Elijah, they could send fire (and in their case from their mouths) to kill 

their enemies (2 Ki. 1) 
▪ “This is how anyone who wants to harm them must die” 

o Also, like Elijah, as they prophesy (i.e. preach), they would cause the sky not to 
rain (1 Ki. 17) 

o But like Moses, they would also turn water into blood and strike the earth with 
every kind of plague (see the ten plagues in Exodus) 

▪ The implication is: their message is not likely welcomed and such 
miraculous powers seek not so much to punish, but to allow them to finish 
their all-important ministry in calling a world, a people so close to the 
unbearable wrath of God to repent, lest it is too late! 

Obviously, with miracles performed like Elijah and Moses, many throughout the last 2,000 years 
have identified the two witnessed as Moses and Elijah 
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o But if they were, John would have recognized them (he saw them during Jesus’ 
transfiguration (Mat. 17:1ff; Mk. 9: 2ff; Luke 28ff) 

o And the vision itself does not name them. 
o And many other names are being suggested as their identities (see note below) 
o I believe, if they are two real persons, what their names are is not important, because 

ultimately, like all servants of the Lord, they are merely servants who “serve the Lord of 
all the earth.” 

 
Most modern commentators see the two as symbols for the church during the END, and the 
number “two” may signify the church that comprises of Jewish and Gentile believers 

o I side with more ancient commentators to see them as two individuals, in that it is far 
more problematic to interpret as the church in that 

o While we can say that the fire from their mouths could mean the Word of God 
o But at this stage of wanting to call the nations to repentance 
o The Word of God would still seek to convict and convince and not to cause harm 

and death 
o While the miracles seek to validate the message. 

 
Again, this is a section that “is extraordinarily difficult to interpret and the most diverse solutions 
have been proposed. “ (Morris, 140).  So, I do not dare to claim my interpretation to be the most 
accurate, but would urge to read up on various conservative commentaries and weigh their 
interpretations in light of the points I raised above. 
 
[Note; Other identification of the two witnesses include: Enoch & Elijah, Elijah & Jeremiah, 
Peter & Paul, Stephen & James, James & John—son of Zebedee, John the Baptist & Jesus, 
James the Just & James—son of Zebedee and many more.] 
 

C. Their Fate 
7 Now when they have finished their testimony, the beast that comes up from the Abyss will 
attack them, and overpower and kill them. 8 Their bodies will lie in the public square of the 
great city—which is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt—where also their Lord was 
crucified. 9 For three and a half days some from every people, tribe, language and nation 
will gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial. 10 The inhabitants of the earth will gloat 
over them and will celebrate by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had 
tormented those who live on the earth. 
11 But after the three and a half days the breath[b] of life from God entered them, and they 
stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 12 Then they heard a loud voice 
from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to heaven in a cloud, while 
their enemies looked on. 13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of 
the city collapsed. Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors 
were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.” 
 

o Their witness comes to an end, their ministry fulfilled, likely at the end of the 1,260-day 
period. 

▪ They were killed by the “beast that comes up from the Abyss” 
▪ This is the first time, this beast is being introduced and more will be 

known about this beast, especially in chapter 18. 
▪ For now, it appears that this beast visibly shows himself in attacking (the 

word is to make war against) them and eventually killed them. 
▪ Their bodies will lie in the public square of the great city 

▪ The city has three descriptions 
• The great city 

o Many opine that it has to be Rome which was a great city at 
the time 
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o But Jerusalem has also been called the great city in OT 
(Jere.22:8) 

• It is figuratively called Sodom and Egypt 
o Sodom is known for its wickedness and the rulers of Judah 

are likened to those in Sodom (Isa. 1:10) and Jerusalem is 
compared to her sisters, Samaria and Sodom (Ez. 16:46ff) 

o Egypt  is a symbol of oppression and an enemy of God’s 
people. 

• It is the city where also their Lord was crucified 
o It is the clearest indication of what this great city is and 
o To allegorically explain it away is just a bit too convenient! 

▪ The exposing the body without burial is definitely a sign of humiliation 
and a demonstration of the beast’s victory over such a couple of “revered” 
witnesses of God whom the people of the world definitely resented, if not 
hated. 

▪ Indeed, for 3 ½ days, “some from every people, tribe, language and nation will 
gaze on their bodies and refuse them burial” 

▪ It appears that it is such a global event that people from all around the 
world will travel to confirm their death and defeat—beyond a doubt, their 
death tends to signify that whatever they have proclaimed is not to be 
taken seriously—the salvation being offered through Christ and the 
impending judgment of God, even though by the world has seen 
unprecedented natural catastrophes and been ravaged by warfare 
(W.W.III???) 

▪ What’s more, we are told that 
▪ “The inhabitants of the earth will gloat over them and will celebrate 

by sending each other gifts, because these two prophets had 
tormented those who live on the earth.” 

• Yes, in order to call them to repentance, the two witnesses (now 
called prophets) have performed miracles that “tormented” them 
(and if the two were the church, it is kind of hard to interpret)—
meaning the last 42 months had been a time that the entire world 
(it seems) has been confronted with both the gospel message and 
the prophetic words of impending judgment, and they were forced 
to face the truth of God’s word in the face of the miracles 
performed by the two prophets—no rain and water turning into 
blood at their command! 

• Now they are dead—they are so overjoyed that they celebrate with 
exchanging gifts, perhaps as a mocking gesture against Christmas 
or the Jewish feast of Purim where gifts were exchanged! 

o One final act of testimony and mercy” 
11 But after the three and a half days the breath of life from God entered them, and 
they stood on their feet, and terror struck those who saw them. 12 Then they heard 
a loud voice from heaven saying to them, “Come up here.” And they went up to 
heaven in a cloud, while their enemies looked on.” 

▪ This is not the “1st” resurrection at the very end of time (Rev. 20:5-6) and should 
not be taken as such 

❖ Even if these two witnessed are believed to be the church, this is not the 
rapture of I Thess. 4 as the Lord has yet to descend from heaven, the Last 
Trumpet has yet to blast. 

▪ This coming back to life is described in a very vivid fashion: 
❖ It is after 3 ½ days which shouldn’t have much to do with the resurrection 

of the Lord “in three days” 
• But likely means that before their bodies begin to rot 
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❖ The breath of life from God entered them and they stood on their feet 
(kind of like the prophecy of the dry bones in Eze. 37 when the breath of 
God entered to revive the dry bones).  But more than that: 

❖ And a loud voice from heaven called them up 
❖ And they went up to heaven in a cloud 

• It must have come at a shock to those who came a long way to 
witness their death 

• And celebrated on the street, and if none of these are symbolic, we 
can imagine that the whole thing will be televised globally! 

▪ No wonder: terror struck “their enemies: certainly not just the onlookers, because 
it is not only a condemnation of their celebration, but an affirmation that all their 
words and prophesies in the last 42 months are true 

D. The Fruit of their ministry 
“13 At that very hour there was a severe earthquake and a tenth of the city collapsed. 
Seven thousand people were killed in the earthquake, and the survivors were terrified and 
gave glory to the God of heaven.” 

o The severe earthquake strikes at that very hour indicates that it is no accident, but a 
divine testimony 

▪ And 1/10th of the city collapsed: logically affirms that it is a localized event 
together with the number of people killed being 7,000 

▪ “Another argument for identifying ‘the great city’ of v.8 with Jerusalem and not 
Rome is the great disparity in population; the population of Rome during the mid-
first century A.D. was ca. 500,000 (Allo, 155)” as quoted in Aune’s 628. 

o As much as the people of the earth hated and resisted the ministry and proclamation of 
the two witnesses, now they appeared to show sign of repentance in that “the survivors 
were terrified and gave glory to the God of heaven.” 

o It is a marked difference from the response of the people to the disasters fallen upon them 
at the 2nd woe (i.e. the 6th Trumpet).  The reason?  It is quite obvious that the ministry of 
the two witnesses will bear fruit 

o Although it seems to confine to “the survivors”, i.e. the 9/10th of the people of the city (of 
Jerusalem)! 

o Not all is lost! 
o And this final act of testimony is logically being spread of all over the world, given even 

today’s technology! 
o And that sets the stage for the last of the three woes and that is the 7th and Last Trumpet! 

 
 

Chapter 11:13-19 
The7th Trumpet Call (3rd Woe) 

“14 The second woe has passed; the third woe is coming soon. 
15 The seventh angel sounded his trumpet, and there were loud voices in heaven, which 
said: 

“The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 

and he will reign for ever and ever.” 
16 And the twenty-four elders, who were seated on their thrones before God, fell on their 
faces and worshiped God, 17 saying: 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
the One who is and who was, 

because you have taken your great power 
and have begun to reign. 

18 The nations were angry, 
and your wrath has come. 

The time has come for judging the dead, 
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and for rewarding your servants the prophets 
and your people who revere your name, 

both great and small— 
and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 

19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his 
covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake 
and a severe hailstorm. 
 
Introduction: 
Two horrible woes have passed: 

o Implying successive timing which we shall continue to rely on in our interpretation of the 
visions, unless otherwise stated or implied within the context 

o And the words “coming soon” prepare us to expect even at the blasting of the 7th trumpet 
to be a process or a series of events that mark the END, and not a punctiliar moment! 

 
A. The Response from Heaven at the sounding he the 7th Trumpet: 
1) The Angelic response: and there were loud voices in heaven, which said: 

“The kingdom of the world has become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 

and he will reign for ever and ever.” 
▪ The voices could be that of the Four Living Ones or those of the other angelic beings 
▪ But their response is significant in  telling us what the sounding of the 7th trumpet 

represents 
▪ It represents that 

o The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and of 
his Messiah, 

o The world’s power (as symbolized by the Tower of Babel) has completely 
been defeated—all anti-God humanistic power has succumbed to God’s 
power 

o The control of this earth has now reverted or transferred back to its Creator 
o God’s reign is complete 

❖ From now on it will be under the reign of both “our Lord and His 
Messiah” 

❖ “The singular (‘He will reign’) emphasizes the unity of the joint 
sovereignty” (Mounce, 225) 

▪ The heavenly angels have been waiting eagerly for this moment, and so at the 
blast of the 7th Trumpet they couldn’t help burst into this triumphant declaration 

▪ In a romantic way, I can imagine Handel’s Messiah being sung! 
2) The 24 Elders immediately chime in with a very meaningful chorus: 

“We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, 
the One who is and who was, 

because you have taken your great power 
and have begun to reign. 

18 The nations were angry, 
and your wrath has come. 

The time has come for judging the dead, 
and for rewarding your servants the prophets 

and your people who revere your name, 
both great and small— 

and for destroying those who destroy the earth.” 
 

▪ First, they address the Lord God Almighty, a name that is most fitting as the 
unmatchable Creator and Sovereign Lord of All 
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▪ But the connotation of Lord God Almighty is being described a bit differently 
from before 

o “the One who is and who was” 
o Without calling Him “and who is to come” as before (Rev. 1:4, 8; 4:8) 
o And it is explained: “because you have taken your great power and 

have begun to reign. 
o Indeed, He HAS come! 
o The time of waiting is over, at the blast of the 7th Trumpet! 
o Although, it is still a series of events that are to come 
o But it is, for all intents and purposes, a done deal 

❖ The world’ s power has come to an end 
❖ Satan is defeated and his fate is sealed 
❖ God’s complete reign has begun! 

▪ So it is time for 
o The judgment of the nations, often with their rulers and kings as 

representatives: echoing the words of Psalm 2:  
❖ But the nations’ rage was nothing compared to the wrath of God 

that has come! 
❖ Indeed “He terrifies them in His wrath.” (Ps. 2:5) 

o The dead: I incline to think it refers to all whose names are not in the Book 
of Life (Rev.20:11ff), 

❖  because judgment is now contrasted with “reward” 
o The rewarding of God’s people 

❖ Apart from all the rewards promised to the “overcomers” of the 7 
churches which will be common to all who are faithful 

❖ The sheer joy and bliss in having a share in the New Jerusalem is 
unimaginable rewards (Rev. 21-22) and that will be extended to all 
His servants, prophets, great and small who revere His name! 

o The destruction of the destroyers of the earth 
Since the above basically cover all human kind, I think this 
judgment is reserved for Satan and his fellow evil spirits (Rev. 20). 

 
B. The Opening of the Heavenly Temple 

“19 Then God’s temple in heaven was opened, and within his temple was seen the ark of his 
covenant. And there came flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder, an earthquake 
and a severe hailstorm. 

▪ The “flashes of lightning, rumblings, peals of thunder” appear 
o At the first heavenly scene when God reveals Himself at His throne 
o The same happens at the opening of last seal, marking the opening of the 

entire scroll which is accompanied by an earthquake as well 
o Hail or hailstorm accompanies the 1st trumpet and the last bowl of wrath 
o So fittingly, a similar demonstration of God awesome presence and the 

impending final series of judgment is being portrayed 
▪ , However, such awesome display of God’s power is precede by the scene which 

includes 
o An open Heavenly Temple of God and 
o The appearance of the Ark of His covenant 

❖ An open temple in heaven likely signifies access to God’s presence 
• Though already a reality to all who have been saved 

through Jesus Christ 
• But to be in His temple—the New Jerusalem—to be with 

Him forever 
• What once was impossible, now a reality! 

❖ The appearance of the Ark of His covenant 
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• Not just the “ark of covenant” 
• But the “Ark of His covenant” 

o Which does not only remind us of His presence 
which was veiled before as the ark was not visible 
to all, except to the high priest once a year 

o But that this ark contains His covenant—the one 
that has been missing from Israel for who knows 
how long 

o Now, it is found (of course, it is not the one made 
by human hands, but a heavenly one), and by 
appearing at this time, it shows that God has 
fulfilled His promise to His people, not just the 
people of Israel, but all people of the Real, spiritual 
Israel! 

 
With the appearance of the Open Heavenly Temple and the Ark of His covenant, you and I 
would have expected the 3rd and final woe to befall the nations and all the enemies of God 
immediately.  However, it spears that before such a woe is to be revealed to us, a certain 
historical context (12: 1-5) is in order, and that is being shown to John in a “great and wondrous 
sign” that marks the beginning of the next chapter. 

 
 

Chapter 12 
Vv. 1-5 

The Woman & the Red Dragon 
I A great and wondrous sign appeared in heaven: a woman clothed with the sun, with the 
moon under her feet and a crown of twelve stars on her head. 2 She was pregnant and cried 
out in pain as she was about to give birth. 3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an 
enormous red dragon with seven heads and ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its 
tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood 
in front of the woman who was about to give birth, so that it might devour her child the 
moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, a male child, who “will rule all the nations 
with an iron scepter.”[a] And her child was snatched up to God and to his throne.  
 

A. The Historical Context 
 
This vision begins with a “great and wondrous sign”, although most translations stick to the 
original Greek and state that it is just a “great sign”.  Nonetheless, it is not just a sign, but a very 
unusual and great sign. 

- Again, we need to recognize the first 5 verse which spell out the historical context that is 
readily recognized by students of the Bible, from the rest of the vision which depicts what 
happens during this END. 

 
The characters revealed in this sign include 

▪ A Woman: who she is of course, is subject to many different interpretations 
▪ Her child, a son: He is Jesus Christ and this has the overwhelming consensus 
▪ The red dragon: no interpretation is needed, because the vision makes it clear that “he is 

the ancient serpent, called the devil or Satan” (v.8) 
 

(1) The Woman: 
o In her appearance, she was clothed (or wrapped) with the sun, with the moon 

under her feet, and a crown of 12 stars on her heads 
o Although the modern Roman Catholic Marian interpretation is quick to seize the 

image as representing Mary, the Queen of Heaven with rather ancient root dating 
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back to the “patristic and medieval periods” (Aune, 680), and some see her as 
representing the church or the bride of heaven; others see her as the persecuted 
people of God from whom the Messiah comes. Fanciful interpretations include 
that of an astrological figure and even the Egyptian Isis, the queen of heaven. 

o Allow me to quote from Morris in this respect as he concludes that “Here the 
woman is undoubtedly Israel who gives birth to the Messiah” and he precedes his 
conclusion with the following analysis: 
In this symbolism we must discern Israel, the chosen people of God. ‘She comes 
standing upon the OT revelation of reflected light and clothed with the NT 
revelation which is as the sun shining in his strength’ (Torrance). The twelve stars 
will be the twelve patriarchs or the tribes which descended from them. The 
symbolism is that of Joseph’s dream (Gn. 37:9; cf. also Test. Naph. 5:3-4). In 
view of this OT symbolism it is unnecessary to see a refe4rence to pagan 
mythology. 
This figure of Israel as a travailing woman is found several times (Is. 66: 7-8; Mi. 
4:10; 5:3; etc.).  Especially important are the words of Isaiah 26: 17-18 

As a pregnant woman about to give birth 
writhes and cries out in her pain, 

so were we in your presence, Lord. 
18 We were with child, we writhed in labor, 

but we gave birth to wind. 
We have not brought salvation to the earth, 

and the people of the world have not come to life. 
The old Israel could not bring ‘salvation to the earth’.  That was accomplished 
only by the Son of God (which John saw in this vision, providing the historical 
context to the main message of this vision—Italics, mine) 
 

(2) The son born: 
o This is undoubtedly referring to Jesus who “will rule all the nations with an 

iron scepter”—a frequent reference to Psalm 2 in the visions of the book of 
Revelation. 

o He “was snatched up to God and to His throne” obviously refers to His 
resurrection and ascension to heaven (Acts 1:9-11) 

(3) The dragon: 
“3 Then another sign appeared in heaven: an enormous red dragon with seven heads and 
ten horns and seven crowns on its heads. 4 Its tail swept a third of the stars out of the sky 
and flung them to the earth. The dragon stood in front of the woman who was about to give 
birth, so that it might devour her child the moment he was born. 5 She gave birth to a son, 
a male child, who “will rule all the nations with an iron scepter.”[a] And her child was 
snatched up to God and to his throne.” 

o A bit more information is provided about this historical event of the incarnation of the 
Son of God in that 

o The dragon, meaning Satan, sought to devour the child at the moment of his birth, and 
that reminds us of the murderous attempt by Herod on the Christ Child (Matthew 2) 

o He is described as a “red” dragon: in Revelation, it appears the color red is often 
associated with fire, anger and destruction which fit the character of Satan well. 

o He appears here with 7 heads, 10 horns and 7 crowns in heaven:  this jives with our 
understanding he was originally an angel in heaven, a fairly mighty and honored angel; 
and the number of heads, horns and crowns are seen in the vision of the beast in Daniel 7 
and later in the beast in Revelation 13 & 17.  While Herod is not Satan, the beast in 
Daniel 7 and the one in Revelation 13 & 17 are not Satan himself, it shows that all along 
in human history, Satan always uses his own agents (henchmen) to oppose God and His 
people.  Indeed, ultimately we are not fighting “against flesh and blood, but against the 
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rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces.” (Eph. 6:12) 

o The listing of these “forces” perhaps explain the sweeping of 1/3rd of the stars out of the 
sky and flung them to the earth” which appears to imply that Satan was able to gain the 
following of some of the rulers, authorities, powers and spiritual forces. 

 
Thus, the historical context is set for the final showdown between the “seed” of the woman 
and the dragon—this, we shall study in the next lesson 
 
******************************************************************************
******************************************************************************
************************** 
 
 

B. The Final Showdown begins 
 
6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might 
be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their 
place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, 
or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with 
him. 
 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
 

“Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God, 

and the authority of his Messiah. 
For the accuser of our brothers, 

who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down. 

11 They triumphed over him 
by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much 

as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens 

and you who dwell in them! 
But woe to the earth and the sea, 

because the devil has gone down to you! 
He is filled with fury, 

because he knows that his time is short.” 
 
13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who 
had given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, 
so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would be 
taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his 
mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away 
with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing 
the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at 
the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep 
God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus. 
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Introduction: 
This final showdown is being presented in this vision in a summary form, ending with the 
dragon, Satan, pursuing the “offspring” of the woman—“those who keep God’ commands and 
hold fast their testimony about Jesus” (v.17). The details of the war being waged by Satan are 
being shown in the visions in chapter 13 which follows. 
 
A. The Protection of the Woman 

“6 The woman fled into the wilderness to a place prepared for her by God, where she might 
be taken care of for 1,260 days. 
7 Then war broke out in heaven. Michael and his angels fought against the dragon, and the 
dragon and his angels fought back. 8 But he was not strong enough, and they lost their 
place in heaven. 9 The great dragon was hurled down—that ancient serpent called the devil, 
or Satan, who leads the whole world astray. He was hurled to the earth, and his angels with 
him.” 
 
The war below: 
We are part of this historical context after the resurrection and Ascension of Jesus (i.e. the 
snatching up of this son to heaven) , leaving us as His continued witness from Jerusalem to the 
ends of the earth (Acts 1:8) 
 
Now, at the sounding of the 7th Trumpet, the woman (not her son) had to flee into the wilderness 
to a place where she might be taken care of for 1,260 days 

o If our interpretation above is correct, the woman which represents the twelve tribes (the 
chosen group)of Israel receives protection from the attack of Satan (through his agents as 
we shall see) 

o For a period of 1,260 which coincides with the period of time of the two witnesses’ 
ministry (11:3) 

o The place of protection, the wilderness, is likely a symbol in that the “wilderness” is 
often used by God in OT for the protection of His people, beginning from Exodus where 
God granted them miraculous protections and had taken care of (or nurtured, as many 
would translate) with manna and water and more.  Elijah, too, had been cared for by the 
Lord through ravens in the wilderness (I Ki. 17: 1ff) 

o This waging of war again the woman on earth will be picked up again in v.13 and we 
shall look at it again then. 

 
The war above: 
But here, what is being highlighted is, while war is being raged on earth, the actual war is really 
being waged in heaven: 

o Just as it was revealed to Daniel that even in the time of exile, when God was in the 
course of honoring His promise of their return to Jerusalem in 70 years, one of Satan’s 
agents, called “the prince of the Persian Kingdom” (Dan. 10:13) had resisted the angel 
who was supposed to come to Daniel in answer to his prayer, and did delay his trip for 
“21 days”, but with the help of the Archangel Michael,  presumably the resistance was 
quelled (Dan. 10: 12-14); 

o Now the earthly pursuit of the woman is waged (behind the scene, so to speak) in heaven 
above by not just the dragon, but his angels.  Again, it is Michael and his angels would 
succeed in not only defeating Satan and his angel, but also hurling them down from 
heaven to the earth. 

o What then will Satan and his angels do after being driven from heaven? 
o That is being partly addressed by a loud proclamation from heaven 
o Marking this important junction not only in history, but also the final phase of the 

rebellion of Satan and his angels before Christ’s return which is absolutely 
imminent now! 
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B. The Proclamation in Heaven 
 
The driving of Satan out of heaven is not small matter, and it basically sends the END into its 
final phase, thus John hears this loud proclamation in heaven. Who the speaker is, again, invites 
many interpretations, but ultimately it is not important, but the message is: 
10 Then I heard a loud voice in heaven say: 
 

“Now have come the salvation and the power 
and the kingdom of our God, 

and the authority of his Messiah. 
For the accuser of our brothers, 

who accuses them before our God day and night, 
has been hurled down. 

11 They triumphed over him 
by the blood of the Lamb 

and by the word of their testimony; 
they did not love their lives so much 

as to shrink from death. 
12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens 

and you who dwell in them! 
But woe to the earth and the sea, 

because the devil has gone down to you! 
He is filled with fury, 

because he knows that his time is short.” 
 

o An important moment of history: the defeat of Satan in the heavenly realm: 
• The “now” accompanied by the  perfect “have come or have happened” signified 

that Satan is rendered powerless in the heavenly realm—there is absolutely no 
place of him in heaven 

▪ What he has been doing all along is accusing God’s people before God 
day and night 

▪ Of which the book of Job paints a very vivid picture 
▪ Now, no more can he enter the court of heaven 
▪ No more can he accuse any of us—the brothers (and sisters) of Christ 

• Why?  Because He has been hurled down, defeated, driven away from heaven 
o We have contributed to Satan’s defeat 

• It is interesting note that we also play a part in this spiritual warfare in that 
▪ It is really no point for Satan to come before God to accuse us, which 

seems to be his ultimate goal in approaching God , in hurling insult to Him 
and mocking Him because of our failure (which no doubt, in Satan’s mind 
a reflection of God’s failure too since we are His creation) 

• But as brothers of Christ, washed in the righteousness of the blood 
of the Lamb 

• We are declared righteous—no room for Satan’s accusation before 
God—God wins, Satan loses 

▪ More than that, we are not only declared righteous before God, we are 
“overcomers” of Satan’s schemes of temptations, especially in the form of 
persecution, because 

• We keep the word of our testimony (or witness) in not being 
disobedient to His word (as urged by the seven letters in chs. 2-3) 

• And by being faithful till death (Rev. 2:10)—“they did not love 
their lives so much as to shrink from death. 

• Our faithfulness till death basically disables or disarms the power 
of Satan over us! 
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o Great rejoicing in Heaven 
• As Satan is being driven out of heaven 
• It is only fitting that heaven should throw a party (Satan’s farewell party?) 

▪ “12 Therefore rejoice, you heavens and you who dwell in them!” 
… 

o But what about the earth—the only place left for Satan and his angels? 
▪ Well, it is really bad news, as the voice continues to tell us 
▪ “But woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down to you! 
▪ He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is short.” 

 
The last words are really scary: “he knows that his time is short” 

D. In other words, we can expect Satan’s last-ditch effort to rebel against God, to harm those 
who belong to Him on earth, and to destroy creation as well! 

 
C. The Persecution 

 
13 When the dragon saw that he had been hurled to the earth, he pursued the woman who 
had given birth to the male child. 14 The woman was given the two wings of a great eagle, 
so that she might fly to the place prepared for her in the wilderness, where she would be 
taken care of for a time, times and half a time, out of the serpent’s reach. 15 Then from his 
mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and sweep her away 
with the torrent. 16 But the earth helped the woman by opening its mouth and swallowing 
the river that the dragon had spewed out of his mouth. 17 Then the dragon was enraged at 
the woman and went off to wage war against the rest of her offspring—those who keep 
God’s commands and hold fast their testimony about Jesus. 
 
The protection of the woman of 3 ½ years 

E. It appears the message of the protection of the woman on earth in v.6 for 1,260 is kind of 
interrupted by the revelation of the heavenly warfare being waged “behind the scene”, 
and some details of such a preservation are being resumed: 

F. The description here depicts the woman before his flight to the wilderness and explains 
how she might be able to escape the dragon’s attack 

▪ Most believe that the two eagle wings are favorite symbols for God’s protection: 
▪ “(H)ow I carried you on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself.” (Ex. 19:4; 

cf. Dt. 32:11; Isa. 40:31) 
▪ Perhaps, just as God used His mighty power to lead them from the harms in Egypt, 

He will do the same to protect the people of Israel at this time of attack by Satan. 
▪ In any case, during these 42 months, they will be kept safe by God. 

G. However, it does not mean Satan would give up his attack on them so easily; in fact, 
“from his mouth the serpent spewed water like a river, to overtake the woman and 
sweep her away with the torrent” 

▪ Again, we believe it is symbolic of his last-ditch attempt to harm the people of 
Israel God has chosen to preserve! 

▪ The image of a flood like torrent signifies something that normally could be 
unstoppable—we all see the pictures of flash flood almost every year, that farms, 
properties, houses and animals could hardly escape 

▪ But the imagery of the earth opening its mouth and swallowing the river shows 
that nothing is impossible with God—if God so chooses to protect us from the 
devil’s scheme, there is nothing he could do to harm us. 

 
The persecution of the “offspring” of the woman 

o From the war being waged by the beast (an agent of Satan) against the “saint” in ch.13 
(note the wordings in 13:7: “He (the beast) was given power to make war against the 
saints to conquer them”) 
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o It is safe to say the “offspring” (though in singular) does refer to the saints, the church 
that remains on earth during the time of Tribulation, and this is made plain here with 
these words 

o “17 Then the dragon was enraged at the woman and went off to wage war against 
the rest of her offspring—those who keep God’s commands and hold fast their 
testimony about Jesus.” 

 

Measuring of 
temple 

Ministry of 2 
Witnesses 

The Woman 

42 months 1,260 days 1,260 day & 3 ½ 
years 

Protect of inner 
court-worshippers 

Testifying, performing 
miracles, can’t be 
harmed 

Flown to wilderness 
to be taken care of 

Symbolic of 
protection of Jewish 
Christians? 

(144,000?) 

A period of protection 
for all saints from 
persecution implied? 

Symbolic of 
protection of Jewish 
Christians? 

(144,000?) 

 
 

Summary note: 
As we seek to stick to a more orderly study of the visions 

o beginning with the seven seals as the “Precursors” of the END 
o followed by the seven trumpets as the actual inauguration of the END 

o which is still not a punctiliar moment but is marked by a series of events, and 
o with the sounding of the 7th Trumpet, 

o the heavenly voices declare that time as we know is no more 
o Satan is defeated and is driven away from heaven 
o God’s reign has set in—He is no more the “who is to come”—He is here now to 

reign 
At the introduction of the 42 months, 1,260 days and the 3 ½ years numbers, which I believe is 
reference to Daniels first half of his last 7th year of the 70 x 7 vision in Daniel 9:27 

o While I really hesitate to inject such a timeline at this point by referencing sources 
outside of Revelation, but I believe many of you have already been wondering about this 
issue, so I venture a bit prematurely to give you my take of this timeline. 

But I wish to remind you one more point which is very important to a proper understanding of 
the visions of the book of Revelation, and that is 
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o All the references to the 2nd coming of Christ in other parts of the Scriptures are 
absolutely true 

o Except that they are not only in summary form, but like the prophecies of Jesus’ 
1st coming in the OT, one part of the prophesy is not necessarily followed 
immediately the other part(s) even in the same verse; 

o Often there is a huge gap (in terms of time) between them, but nonetheless, what 
is being predicted will accurately be fulfilled. 

o And so, as we read I Corinthians 15:52, we understand that our resurrection (the dead 
being raised) will happen when the “last trumpet” shall sound: or 

o The prophecy in I Thessalonians 4:13ff, we also understand that the 2nd coming of Christ 
is accompanied by a loud command with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet 
call of God and the raising of the dead etc. 

o We need to understand that Paul is summarizing what will definitely happen 
during the END, but not all of these happen at a “punctiliar” moment, but 
likely as a series of events 

o So, as far as “Trumpet” call is concerned, the blasting of the 7th Trumpet is the last one 
being mentioned in Revelation 

o No more mention of any “trumpet call” appears in any of the visions after this (Rev. 
11:15) 

o Therefore, if this is what Paul has in mind, as the “last trumpet”, then John is telling us 
that the sounding of this “last trumpet” has certainly ushered into the final phase of the 
END 

o But there will still be a series of events that lead to the actual descent of Christ and the 
raising of the dead etc.. 

 


