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I. Introduction 

 
Last Sunday, we looked at the awesome scene of the opening of the 7

th
 seal which 

marks the final chapter of human history and the consummation of God’s great plan 
of redemption. 
I purposely avoided addressing if these seven trumpet calls and the “last trumpet” in I 
Cor. 15:52, and trumpet call of Matthew 24: 31 and I Thess. 4:16 are related.  I hope 
by having studied in an orderly fashion the totality of John’s visions, we can gain a 
much clearer picture of their relationship and perhaps where to place them eventually. 
 
In any case, the intensity and severity of the first four trumpets definitely far exceed 
that of the “Precursors” However, in seeking to understand these visions more 
properly, I follow Lenski’s suggestion to divide each vision into three categories: 
(1) The Agents or Agencies: based on the descriptions written down by John, we use 

common sense (and the best of our modern knowledge) to determine if it is 
symbolic or actual: 

a. 1
st
 Trumpet: Thus the hails mixed with fire may be factual, but the “blood” 

could mean the color, but John might actually witness blood which could 
be symbolic of the harmful nature of this catastrophe. 

b. 2
nd

 trumpet: The scene of a huge mountain set ablaze could be factual in 
that such a volcanic eruption that levels an entire mountain is not far-
fetched.  However, one huge volcanic eruption that turned 1/3

rd
 of ocean 

into blood is either symbolic, but could be God’s supernatural act, not 
unlike the plague turning the Nile into blood in Exodus. 

c. 3
rd

 trumpet: Again a huge star entering the earth’s atmosphere causing it to 
become a burning torch is not far-fetched, except that one such occurrence 
that turned 1/3

rd
 of world’s source of drinking water into bitter is either 

symbolic of its harmful nature, but also can be factual because it is God’s 
supernatural action. 

d. 4
th

 trumpet: the striking of 1/3
rd

 of sun, moon and stars could be factual 
but could be symbolic. 
 

(2) Devastations: all the devastations depicted by John are credibly real; the only 
question is whether the extent of 1/3

rd
 is symbolic of its vast impact or literal. 

(3) Consequences: as I mentioned last time, the consequences are the  areas that we 
should focus on, because here lies the main message of the visions in that the 
wrath of God, even at the unveiling of the final chapter is a process that reveals 

a. An escalation of  the severity of punishment in progression: 1
st
 the land 

ravaged by wildfire, 2
nd

 the destruction of marine lives and fleets 
(commercial activities), 3

rd
 the contamination of drinking water leading to 

death and 4
th

 the horrific darkening of 1/3
rd

 of day and night, bringing not 
so much damage and death, but extreme horror; and 

b. Even in the ushering of this final chapter of God’s wrath, the repeated 
emphasis on 1/3

rd
 clearly shows God’s restraint, which could only mean 

that such judgments are still meant to draw “the inhabitants of the earth” 
to repentance. 
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But even God’s restraint appears to have a limit, and thus the sounding of the remaining trumpets 
(5

th
-7

th
) is now preceded with the warning of a flying eagle (which is definitely symbolic) in a 

loud voice, saying” Woe! Woe! Woe!” 
So, let’s look at the events ushered by these three remaining trumpets 

- Still dividing them into the above three categories, and 
- Noting again, what the ultimate message is in each of these calamites. 

 
As the 5

th
 and 6

th
 Trumpets are almost invariably attributed to demonic beings by the great 

majority of commentators, I want you to wrestle with these questions as we read the details of 
these two visions and they are: 

“If they are demonic beings, and the inhabitants of the earth see and understand them as 
such at the time, what will their reaction be? 

To repent and worship the Creator God? Or, out of fear, seek to appease and worship the 
demons?” 

Based on what you know about human beings, especially if you are Asians like me, what 
will the people in China, in India, in Japan react to these demonic activities? 

 
With that in mind, let’s look at the 5

th
 and 6

th
 trumpet. 

Chapter 9 
Vv. 1-11 

“The fifth angel sounded his trumpet, and I saw a star that had fallen from the sky to the 
earth. The star was given the key to the shaft of the Abyss. 2 When he opened the Abyss, 
smoke rose from it like the smoke from a gigantic furnace. The sun and sky were darkened 
by the smoke from the Abyss. 3 And out of the smoke locusts came down on the earth and 
were given power like that of scorpions of the earth. 4 They were told not to harm the grass 
of the earth or any plant or tree, but only those people who did not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads. 5 They were not allowed to kill them but only to torture them for five 
months. And the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes. 
6 During those days people will seek death but will not find it; they will long to die, but 
death will elude them. 
 
7 The locusts looked like horses prepared for battle. On their heads they wore something 
like crowns of gold, and their faces resembled human faces. 8 Their hair was like women’s 
hair, and their teeth were like lions’ teeth. 9 They had breastplates like breastplates of iron, 
and the sound of their wings was like the thundering of many horses and chariots rushing 
into battle. 10 They had tails with stingers, like scorpions, and in their tails they had power 
to torment people for five months. 11 They had as king over them the angel of the Abyss, 
whose name in Hebrew is Abaddon and in Greek is Apollyon (that is, Destroyer).” 
 
 

(1) The Agent/Agency:  
o A star fallen from the sky which (who) turns out to be a person or being whose role is to 

open the shaft (a narrow opening) of the Abyss to let loose what certainly are demons to 
be used as agents of God’s wrath and judgment. 

 It is not helpful to seek to interpret what a star is based on sources outside of the 
Canonical Scriptures (like I Enoch).  Within the Scriptures, the king of Babylon is 
portrayed as a day star fallen from heaven (Isa. 14:12), and while the Lord 
mentioned that He has seen “Satan like lightning from heaven” (Luke 10:18) it is 
not a star that He likened Satan as.  Later on in Revelation, 12, the red dragon 
(quite certain alluding to Satan), used his tail to fling 1/3

rd
 of stars to the earth 

(12:4).  Most commentators do not see any relevancy of any of these passages to 
this star character and like Mounce opine that, “It is more likely, however, that the 



3 

 

star-angel is simply one of the many divine agents who throughout the book of 
Revelation are pictured as carrying out the will of God,” (Mounce, 185). 

 As far as I am concerned, the identity of this agent is not important at all to the 
overall message, although the word “fallen” seems to carry a negative tone 
throughout the book of Revelation.  If God can use demons to accomplish His 
purpose, and this is one of the fallen angels being used by God for His purpose, it 
is not surprising at all. 

o The Abyss: based on John’s depiction, the Abyss is pictured as a gigantic furnace, once 
open, the smoke it emits is so huge that the sun and the sky is darkened, although it is not 
clear that the “locusts” ascend from the Abyss hidden by the smoke in the beginning, or 
they simply “came out of the smoke” and “came down on the earth”.  The former is more 
likely. 

 Of the nine NT references to the Abyss (literally bottomless pit), seven are found 
in Revelation 

 Here in chapter 9, where their residents, the locusts,  are let loose to 
torment the people for five months and they have a king or prince 

 It is where the beast dwells and he would come up to kill God’s two 
witnesses in chapter 11 and will sit on the woman who has the title of 
“Babylon the Great—The Mother of Prostitutes” in chapter 17 

 It is also the place where Satan will be put in prison for 1,000 years 
following the return of Christ (20: 3) 

 The demon called “Legion” begged Jesus not to send him to the Abyss, 
seemingly a place of torture (Luke 8:31) and 

 Peter “might” be referring to this “pit” when he talks in the past tense the 
“God did not spare the angels when they sinned, but cast them into 
hell and committed them to ‘pits’ of nether gloom to be kept until the 
judgment.” (2 Peter 2:4) 

o The horde of locusts:  
 Looked like horses prepared for battle (v.7) 

 These words are about appearances or likeness: thus they speak of 
discipline, warring spirit, and perhaps, “size” (Mounce) 

 But horses do not fly, these locusts do! 
 Wearing something like crowns of gold on their heads 

 Likely mean metal-like helmets that glisten 
 Their faces resembled human faces 

 That would be very scary! 
 Their hair was like women’s hair 

 Likely means long, perhaps wavy “hair” , because of its moment? 
 Their teeth were like lions’ teeth 

 Since they do not harm with their teeth here, it seeks to describe its 
ferocity. 

 They wore breast plates: like breast plates of iron 
 “They had scales like iron breastplates” would be a more literal translation 

 Their wings (as they flew) sound like thundering of many horses and chariots 
rushing into battle 

 Since this is a battle scene, such “thundering” sound is best described, in 
John’s days, as rushing horses and chariots, extremely loud! 

 Their tails, like scorpions’ stingers: “given power like that of scorpions of the 
earth” (v.3) 

 As these locusts are coming out from the smoke, that is what John first 
describes them, as “given power like that of scorpions of the earth” 

 The use of “of the earth” seems to be used to contrast these locusts as not 
from the earth 
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 And the power, unlike earthly locusts, is not the vegetation-devouring 
power of locusts (as described in Joel 1) 
 

The main interpretations fall into two basic categories 
 Most commentators consider these locusts as demons, because  

o they definitely come out when the Abyss is opened, and the Abyss is more 
than likely a place to contain or chain these demons until the appointed 
time 

o the appearances of these locusts clearly distinct them from locusts of the 
earth, and no other earthly creatures come close to such a horrible 
appearance, except demons in the spirit-realm 

 Some commentators agree that what John sees are demons, but they only depict 
symbolically the actual physical event when such a judgment is administered by 
God! 

o Thus some commentators opine that they may allude to actual warfare that 
would take place at the 5

th
 Trumpet call. 

 
(2) Devastations: 
o “They were told not to harm the grass of the earth or any plant or tree” 

 As much as they are demonic beings, their power is contained or restricted by the 
will of God 

 By not harming the grass or plant, these locusts are distinguished clearly from the 
locusts of Joel 1 & 2 as those locusts devour every vegetation in sight 

 Of course, it also shows that this judgment of God, at this time, is more of a 
warning nature, especially since 1/3

rd
 of vegetation would have already been 

destroyed by the wild fire of the 1
st
 trumpet. 

o “They were told to harm…only those people who did not have the seal of God on 
their foreheads.” 

 I think this reflects the orderly way the Lord chooses to reveal His visions to John 
 By first telling him who are being sealed and protected from the judgment that 

would befall the “inhabitants of the earth” 
 And they are the 144,000 sealed by God before or at the time of the Great 

Tribulation 
 I have explained previously the reason behind my reasons for siding with the 

interpretation that they are Jewish Christians who choose to repent and follow the 
Lamb but could extend to the Philadelphia-like faithful Christians as promised by 
the Lord in the 6th letter to the churches (3:10). 

o “They were not allowed to kill them but only to torture them for five months. And 

the agony they suffered was like that of the sting of a scorpion when it strikes.” 

 We have no idea how many would suffer such stings, presumably basically all the 

people on earth who are not “under the seal of God” 

 And they are inflicted not by the teeth of the demonic locusts, but by the tails, as a 

result, John likens such infliction as from being stung by scorpions 

 You and I have likely been stung by bees or wasps, and the pain and the 

subsequent swollenness can be imaged 
 

(3) Consequences: but the injury in this case is far more painful: 
o During those days people will seek death but will not find it; they will long to die, 

but death will elude (or fly away from) them. 

 Such pain lasts for 5 months: what will people do in such a condition 

 Obviously painkillers won’t work 

 Sitting, sleeping or walking—just cannot function normally 
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 Praying? To whom?  Cursing? 

 Well some say that 5 months point to the life cycle of locusts 

 But we know these are not earthly locusts and 

 And as I look up the various non-religious websites, most locusts 

survive in terms of weeks, rather than months! 
The Message: 

o God’s restraint is undoubtedly demonstrated 
 But such pain is so unbearable and the extent is so global that people’s conscience 

has to be awakened to think of their sins against the Creator God 
o We also learn that demons are bent on not only rebelling against God, but to harm us, 

even though they may dress up like angels of light 
 And in this case, their evil deeds are both restrained by God and turned by God 

into His agents to accomplish His will! 
 
Note: King of the Abyss, named “Abaddon” in Hebrew, and “Apollyon” in Greek 

o Abaddon in Hebrew means “destruction” (Job 26:6: 28:22; Ps. 88:11; Pr. 15:11) and here 
it is personified 

o Apollyon (not Apollo) means “destroyer” 
o It is very obvious that the prince who rules over these demons kept in the Abyss is 

one who has the power and is bent on “destruction”.  If he is released any time 
earlier, the world will have been thrown into extreme chaos even in our present 
time 

o But why would God choose to give him both a Hebrew name and a Greek name? 
 It is not explained here, except that the “Hebrew” obviously points to the 

people of Israel and the “Greek” in NT times, is name synonymous with 
“gentiles” 

 So, here is a demon who is bent on destroying all, except that at this point 
of time of the vision, God has seen fit to protect the 144,000 on whose 
foreheads He has put His seal! 
 

 
Chapter 9 vv. 12-21 

The Sixth Trumpet Call (2
nd

 Woe) 
“12 The first woe is past; two other woes are yet to come. 
 
13 The sixth angel sounded his trumpet, and I heard a voice coming from the four horns of 
the golden altar that is before God. 14 It said to the sixth angel who had the trumpet, 
“Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.” 15 And the four 
angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and month and year were 
released to kill a third of mankind. 16 The number of the mounted troops was twice ten 
thousand times ten thousand. I heard their number. 
 
17 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this: Their breastplates were fiery 
red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur. The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, 
and out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 18 A third of mankind was killed by 
the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that came out of their mouths. 19 The power of 
the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were like snakes, having 
heads with which they inflict injury. 
 
20 The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of the 
work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, silver, bronze, 
stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did they repent of their 
murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their thefts.” 
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The introduction: of the next two trumpets or woes 
The distinct event represented by each vision is highlighted by these words: The first woe is 
past; two other woes are yet to come. 

o So, it appears each judgment is likely of a different nature and event 
o And with a different emphasis or purpose. 

 
(1) The Agent/Agencies: 
o The order:  

 I heard a voice coming from the four horns of the golden altar that is before 
God 

 Before the opening of the final seal, God gave John the vision of the angel 
with the censor filled with the prayer of saints “on the golden altar in 
front of the throne” (8:3) 

 So, such a voice likely from another angel in answer to the prayers of 
saints to— 

 “Release the four angels who are bound at the great river Euphrates.”  
 Because these angels are bound or chained, they are likely “not good 

angel’’ as most commentators seem to agree 
 The Euphrates is often described as the great river in OT (Morris) and it 

marks the boundary of the Promised Land (Gen 15:18), and 
 Many ancient (chief) world powers threatening the nation of God’s people 

had power dominating the region of that great river (Assyria, Babylon, 
Persia and Mede) 

 So, these angels likely represent the world powers that seek to oppose God 
and 

 The land of “Shinar” where the Tower of Babel was located is believed to 
mean “land of two rivers”. I.e. Euphrates and Tigris 

 So such “anti-God” power, as symbolized by the four angels has been put 
in check until the time of this vision 

o The agent: 
 And the four angels who had been kept ready for this very hour and day and 

month and year were released to kill a third of mankind 
 The recurring theme of 1/3

rd
  resurfaces here and these four angel have 

been “kept ready/prepared” for this moment 
 The emphasis is clear: not just this year, month, and day, but this hour—

the “very” is not in the Greek, but the meaning is very clear! 
 God’s time table is very precise! 

o Their number: 
 The number of the mounted troops was twice ten thousand times ten 

thousand. I heard their number. 
 Interestingly, the actual agents of killing are mentioned as “mounted 

troops”, the most powerful means of warfare known to mankind at the 
time of John 

 But the number is astounding, because the world’s population then, 
was estimated at roughly 190 million (about which would have no 
idea) 

 And yet the troops here number 200 million already 
 The latest estimate of today’s enlisted military personnel is 

somewhere around 30 million, but including paramilitary 
personnel is above 75 million.  But when war breaks out, all adult 
men and women of younger age would be drafted anyway. 

 Also, unlike other visions, there is no connecting words or statements 
linking the four angels to these troops 



7 

 

 So, we have to assume that these are the troops “made ready” for 
such a time, as incited by the four angels of warfare! 

o The appearance: 
 The horses and riders I saw in my vision looked like this:  

 Their breastplates were fiery red, dark blue, and yellow as sulfur.  
 Again, both because of the number and the appearance of the 

horses, most commentators opine that there are demonic forces, 
just like the last trumpet’s 

 And here, instead of like having iron breastplates, they wore 
breastplates of fiery red, dark blue (or sapphire) and yellow sulfur 
(without the word, like) 

 Swete feels that the literal translation should be: “breastplates 
made of fire…” which “the Greek text would allow it” (Mounce) 

 So their breastplates are likely made of fire, sapphire and sulfur 
(literal translation) 

 The heads of the horses resembled the heads of lions, and  
 The metaphorical description resumes: instead of having lion’s 

teeth, these horses have heads that resemble lion’s heads—that 
speaks perhaps to the foreboding charge, as horses themselves 
cannot harm 

 But these lion-like horses do, with their mouths 
 out of their mouths came fire, smoke and sulfur. 

 So, fire, smoke and sulfur are being “emitted” or “shot” out of their 
mouths 

 Such details “do not appear” to be symbolic, and horses on earth 
will not be able to do that 

o Again, are they demonic beings? 
o Are they symbolic of the real things that will occur? 

 
(2) The Devastations: 
o .”A third of mankind was killed by the three plagues of fire, smoke and sulfur that 

came out of their mouths.  
 Using today’s world’s population, 1/3

rd
 of mankind would amount to 2 billion 

people, a horrific casualty of war, indeed 
 It is made plain that the killing is a result of what comes out of the “mouths” of 

these horses 
 In the form of fire, smoke and sulfur and given what we know today, it is 

quite possibly a picture of modern-day warfare of high or low-order of 
explosion. 

 We believe this is exactly what John sees, although explosives (gun 
powder in particular) was not invented until the 11

th
 century AD, almost 

1,000 years ahead of John’s vision 
o 19 The power of the horses was in their mouths and in their tails; for their tails were 

like snakes, having heads with which they inflict injury. 
 John adds that the horses do not just kill with what comes out from the mouths of 

their heads, but also their tails which also are like snakes with heads that could 
inflict injury, causing death 

 What John sees obviously are quite scary and terrifying 
 The question remains: is he describing demonic beings which will appear 

exactly as such at that time of the 6
th

 trumpet, or are they symbolic of what 
will actually happen or…? 

 
(3) The Consequences: 
o Apart from the fact that 1/3

rd
 of mankind will be killed 
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o 20 The rest of mankind who were not killed by these plagues still did not repent of 
the work of their hands; they did not stop worshiping demons, and idols of gold, 
silver, bronze, stone and wood—idols that cannot see or hear or walk. 21 Nor did 
they repent of their murders, their magic arts, their sexual immorality or their 
thefts. 

o This is quite a detailed list of the sins that mankind persist in, even though they 
witness such a horrific judgment by God 

o Would they not repent as many of their loves ones would have been killed? 
o Would they not be afraid of even more severe judgment to come from God (which 

is inevitable)? 
o Why then do they not repent? 

 Their continued wicked deeds include 
 Worshipping demons 
 Worshipping idols of gold, silver, bronze, stone and wood 
 Murders 
 Magic arts 
 Sexual immorality 
 Thefts 

 It does not mean that everyone sins the same way, rather it is a 
comprehensive picture of a world that is bent on rebelling against the 
Creator God 

 Not that they would not believe in the supernatural, just that they 
rather worship demons who are evil spirits that are bent on hurting 
them, not so much visibly, but normally as “angels of light” who 
drag their followers to the same destiny like theirs 

 And often such worship of demons is disguised as harmless 
worship of nature—the mother earth, but in essence, there is no 
difference! 

 While some are bent on power and control through violence—it 
appears that in the End-time, it is also the norm, and not the 
exceptions and is also widespread; 

 Magic arts refer to witchcrafts which, even in today’s world are 
painted as harmless, and a growing number of TV series are being 
made to glorify such practices which are absolutely not harmless—
people who practice witchcraft are playing with fire! 

 Today, the prevalence of sexual immorality is not confined to the 
entertainment industry, but accepted as the norm in everyday life.  
Immorality is replaced by Amorality—there is no right or wrong 
anymore—but not with God! 

 Thefts—perhaps, these days we like to think of corporate theft, but 
at the End-time, with theft being highlighted here, it speaks of a 
world, a society of lawlessness! 

 
Food for thought: Back to the questions I asked in the beginning of the lesson: 
 
: “If they are demonic beings, and the inhabitants of the earth see and understand them as 
such at the time, what will their reaction be? 
To repent and worship the Creator God? Or, out of fear, seek to appease and worship the 
demons?” 
Based on what you know about human beings, especially if you are Asians like me, what 
will the people in China, in India, in Japan react to these demonic activities? 
 
I truly believe that John honestly and truly describes exactly what he sees in his visions 

- The demonic nature of these catastrophes are unmistakable 
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- However, they are subjected to God’s power and control—that is also absolutely certain! 
o But if they happen exactly and  literally as John sees, as demons or demon-like 

creatures 
o Would people understand that it is in fact the wrath of God? 
o Would they not, in fear, seek to appease the demons or even worship them? 
o How then could God expect them to repent, even given His amazing constraints at 

this point? 
 
So, my own take on the interpretations of these two “Woes” is either 

1. John describes these visions exactly as he sees, demons or demon-like creatures 
a. Except that they are symbolic of the actual calamities that will befall mankind at 

the time 
b. Otherwise people would be drawn to demons, instead of repenting 
c. Although, they end up still continuing to worship demons, and do not repent, but 

they are without excuse! 
2. Or, John actually witnesses modern-day warfare, but lacks the vocabulary to describe 

them 
a. Thus, in the 5

th
 Trumpet: it might depict 

i.  Chemical warfare that only causes people to suffer immense painful 
diseases might be spread by modern-day flying objects—i.e. jet planes 

ii. Which produce thundering sound from their engines, as they fly in 
information and 

iii. Upon closer look, John sees human faces in the cockpits! 
b. And in the 6

th
 trumpet, it might depict 

i. Modern-day armies in armored vehicles and 
ii. Modern-day bombs that are capable to kill millions upon millions with fire, 

smoke (plume) and sulfur 
iii. Mind you, the only term for such chemical known to John is sulfur—he 

would not have term for say, magnesium! 
iv. A Christian scientist in this field believes that John depicts demonic 

activities, but would not exclude the possibility that it describes modern-
day warfare, and the color of fiery red, dark blue (especially if translated 
sapphire) and sulfur yellow would aptly fit the description of bomb 
explosion. 

However, even if I happen to be correct in my second assumption, i.e. John is describing 
modern-day warfare with only terms and vocabulary that would be available to him at that time, 
I might be totally out to lunch, if what he sees is warfare 100 or 200 years from today, and even 
if we see what John sees, we would not have the right vocabulary to describe them.  So, it is 
unwise of me to try to guess each specific detail that John has described. 
 

Chapter 10 
Vv. 1-11 

Prelude to the Final Trumpet—John and the Open Small Scroll 
The Seven Thunders: 
“Then I saw another mighty angel coming down from heaven. He was robed in a cloud, 
with a rainbow above his head; his face was like the sun, and his legs were like fiery pillars. 
2 He was holding a little scroll, which lay open in his hand. He planted his right foot on the 
sea and his left foot on the land, 3 and he gave a loud shout like the roar of a lion. When he 
shouted, the voices of the seven thunders spoke. 4 And when the seven thunders spoke, I 
was about to write; but I heard a voice from heaven say, “Seal up what the seven thunders 
have said and do not write it down.” 
The Open Small Scroll: 
5 Then the angel I had seen standing on the sea and on the land raised his right hand to 
heaven. 6 And he swore by him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and 
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all that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is in it, and said, 
“There will be no more delay! 7 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound 
his trumpet, the mystery of God will be accomplished, just as he announced to his servants 
the prophets.” 
8 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, take the scroll 
that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the sea and on the land.” 
9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, “Take it 
and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but ‘in your mouth it will be as sweet as 
honey.’[a]” 10 I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted as sweet as 
honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour. 11 Then I was told, 
“You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.” 
 
 
Introduction 

o Right after the two horrific woes, one wonders what the final woe might bring, especially 
in view of the hardened hearts of the surviving 2/3

rd
 of mankind on earth. 

o And yet, it seems that God is not quite ready to give up on them, and would still seek to 
give them, perhaps, one more chance, before his wrath is consummated 

o And so we now read about a small scroll that John is about to eat, which represents his 
direct participation in prophesying about the final end to human history (John was a mere 
onlooker so far) 

o This begins with the sounding of the Seven Thunders 
 
The Seven Thunders 

o The awesome appearance of the angel-messenger 
 Robed in a cloud 
 Wrapped with cloud & rainbow 
 Face like the sun 
 Legs like fiery pillars 
 Setting one foot on sea and the other on the land 
 Shouted in a loud voice, like the roar of a lion 

 As much as his appearances resembles that of the Son of Man and even 
Yahweh (in Ezek. 1: 26-28), he is clearly called an angel, albeit a “mighty 
angel” and that settles who he is! 

 To me, it is comforting to know that even among angels, God has given 
some such might and glorious appearance and they are all part of the 
“ministering spirits sent forth to serve, for the sake of those who are to 
obtain salvation.” (Heb. 1:14) . 

 So they are merely “fellow-servants”, just like us (Rev. 19:10; 22:8) 
o Seven thunders (from heaven) echo his shout and what they spoke seemed far more than 

just Woe! Woe! Woe!—but with a message 
 But John was asked to seal up their message, in fact, he was not even to write it 

down.  Why? 
 I fully agree with one of the commentators who says, if God does not want us to 

know, why speculate?  To speculate is to violate this command of the Lord. 
 Then why even bother to reveal to us the sounding of the seven thunders? 

 I think, there is an important message to us, especially in the study of the 
book of Revelation 

 There are really things that God has not meant us to know, and we should 
simply accept this fact. 

 But to the extent that is clear to us, we will be blessed in believing, 
heeding and in obeying. 

 In any case, the messages of the Seven Thunders are only for John’s ears! 
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 It is also interesting to note that John has been writing down all that he has been 
seeing and hearing, and not dictating to a younger assistance as some would have 
us believe. 

 
The Open Small Scroll 

o The announcement by the mighty angel: 
 , “There will be no more delay!” 

 While this translation fits the context perfectly—the sounding of the 7
th

 
trumpet will bring “God’s mystery” to fruition; 

 But Lenski points out that a more literal translation is preferred in that, 
“Time (as in chronos) is no more!’  

 Yes, “time” as we know it will come to an end! 
 The bringing of “time” to the end perhaps explains why the mighty angel 

appears with his feet standing on land and on sea and his announcement is 
preceded by him swearing 

 “By him who lives for ever and ever, who created the heavens and all 
that is in them, the earth and all that is in it, and the sea and all that is 
in it,” 

 Creation, as we know it, will come to an end, just as “time” would 
come to an end! 

 But in the days when the seventh angel is about to sound his trumpet, the 
mystery of God will be accomplished, just as He announced to his servants 
the prophets.” 

 The “mystery of God” is used frequently in NT to refer to Christ’s 
redemptive work and 

 Here it is framed by the verb “announced” which is really the word for 
“good news being proclaimed” through God’s servants, the prophets 

 And at the sounding of the 7
th

 trumpet, it will be accomplished or fulfilled 
 “In the NT this divine purpose in history is a mystery not because it is an 

unknown, but because it never would have been known if God had not 
revealed it.’ (Mounce, 207) 

o The eating of the open small scroll 
 Then the voice that I had heard from heaven spoke to me once more: “Go, 

take the scroll that lies open in the hand of the angel who is standing on the 
sea and on the land.” 

 The size and posture of the mighty angel stand in contrast to the size of the 
small scroll which is open 

 Meaning that, unlike the scroll unsealed by the Lamb which contains all 
the prophecies of the End-time 

 John now is given the privilege to participate in the prophesying of this 
interlude ushering to the sounding of the last trumpet 

 And his part of prophesying is “small” compared to the large Scroll 
o 9 So I went to the angel and asked him to give me the little scroll. He said to me, 

“Take it and eat it. It will turn your stomach sour, but ‘in your mouth it will be as 
sweet as honey.’” 10 I took the little scroll from the angel’s hand and ate it. It tasted 
as sweet as honey in my mouth, but when I had eaten it, my stomach turned sour.  

 Why was John asked to eat it before he would prophesy? 
 Which is not unlike what Ezekiel was asked to do in Ezekiel 3:1ff which is 

the way God intends all His servant to do 
 Not just preaching His word, but by eating it or internalize it 
 We may both understand the heart and desire of God (in Ezekiel’s case, 

lament and mourning) and identify with the plight that would befall His 
people 
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 And just as Ezekiel ate and tasted the word of God “as sweet as honey”, John too 
tasted the same sweetness 

 This is the same with us, every time we eat and taste of the word of God, it 
is so wonderful when God speaks to us through His word, as Jeremiah 
says, 
“When your words came, I ate them; they were my joy and my heart’s 
delight” (Jere. 15:16) 

 I trust that it’s been your experience. 
 Except that John’s stomach turned sour—yes, indeed, he begins to feel the 

same “lament and mourning” that Ezekiel felt 
o 11 Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, 

languages and kings.” 
 Now John is ready to participate in the prophesying of what is to come, likely 

until the message is taken over by the sounding of the 7
th

 trumpet 
 Next week, we shall be looking at the message of this “small scroll” in 11: 1-14 

about the Two Witnesses and 
 The 3

rd
 Woe signified by the 7

th
 Trumpet will commence! 

 
Final Thought 
 
The series of trumpet calls, as much as they mark the “official” ushering of God’s wrath upon the 
“inhabitants of the earth” 

o Reveal the horrific devastations that will befall the world—extreme wildfire, enormous 
volcanic eruption that kills marine lives and destroy marine fleet, the oft-predicted strike 
by comet-like star that ruins sources of drinking water, killing many people, and horrific 
darkening of light by day and night, the presumably chemical-warfare like disaster that 
pains people to no ends, and the unprecedented warfare involving 200 million troops 
(which is still not the Armageddon which is to come) killing perhaps a good 1/3

rd
 of 

humankind- 
o It is surprising that the world would still refuse to repent and worship the Creator God 

and are bent on carrying on their wicked ways, in blatant defiance of a merciful God who 
has loved them so much that He has sacrificed the life of His own begotten Son to die for 
their sin that they may avoid not only such horrific judgment, but have eternal life, 

o And yet, such judgments so far, amply show God’s restraint and desire to draw them 
back to Him 

o Which, once again, is the message in the open small scroll that John is about to 
participate in prophesying. 

 
So, the exact interpretations of these Trumpet Calls may elude us, the message does not 

o And we have to respond by asking ourselves 
How then shall we live? And 

How then should we pray for a world that his inching towards this inevitable END! 


