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I. Introduction 

 
Last time we looked at the opening of the 6 seals by the Lamb that was Slain, and we believe 
these seals are the precursor to the END as foretold by our Lord as the “beginning of birth pains” 
(Matthew 24:8), “but the END is not yet.” (Mark 13:7).  I think such an understanding is 
important in that 

 As people like to mention the first four seals as the “Apocalyptic Horsemen” as if there 
were part of the END, but such is not likely the case. 

But,  
 The question we have yet to consider is: what then is the “END”? 

 
As we begin to look at the opening of the 7

th
 seal which ends the “precursors” and ushers us into 

the visions of the END, it is fitting that we address what the END is. 
 
The END obviously refers to the time of the actual return of our Lord Jesus Christ to defeat 
Satan and all the powers that rebel against “the Lord and His Anointed Christ”, the Resurrection 
of all the Redeemed, leading to the Final Judgment, the Wedding Banquet of the Lamb and the 
arrival of the New Jerusalem in the New Heaven and New Earth.  As we study the rest of the 
chapters of Revelation, we discover that even the END is actual a process as well that includes a 
time of judgment of “inhabitants of the earth” which is commonly known as the Great 
Tribulation. 
 
The Great Tribulation (some versions of translation would use the word, “distress”) has been 
mentioned quite a few times in the Bible: 

 Daniel, as he ends his book of prophecies of the END, describes it as follows: “There 
will be time of distress (or Tribulation) such as has not happened from the 
beginning of nations until then.” (Daniel 12:1) 

 The Lord echoes Daniel’s words and adds, “For then, there will Great Distress 
(Tribulation) unequalled from the beginning of the world until now—and never to 
be equaled again.  If those days had not been cut short, no one would survive, but 
for the sake of the elect those days will be shortened.” (Matthew 24: 21-22) 

 And so we read this in the introduction to the second group of saints before the blowing 
of the 7 trumpets: “These are they who have come out of the Great Tribulation.” 
(Rev. 7:14) 

 And we recall in the letter to the church in Philadelphia this wonderful promise of the 
Lord to those who are faithful: “Since you have kept my command to endure 
patiently, I will also keep you from the hour of trial that will come upon the whole 
world to test those who live on the earth.” (Rev. 3: 10) 

Allow me to quote from Mounce as he comments on the Great Tribulation mentioned in Rev. 

7:14 

“The use of' the definite article in the phrase “the great tribulation” indicates that the angel is 

referring primarily to that final series of woes which will immediately precede the end. It is the 

hour of trial that is to come upon the whole world (3:10). 

 It is not ‘the awesome totality of tribulation which from century to century has been 



2 

 

the experience of the people of God’ (as some opine)  

 nor does it correspond to ‘the entire history of the church - past, present, and future’ 

(as Wall says).  

 It is that specific period of distress and cruel persecution which will take place prior to the 

return of Christ. Prophesied by Daniel (12:1) and reflected on the screen of history at the fall 

of Jerusalem (Mark 13:19 and parallels), it finds its fulfillment in that final persecution which 

supplies the full complement of Christian martyrs (6:11). John views the entire company of 

faithful believers in the light of the 144,000 who have just come through the final period of 

testing. Not all are martyrs. There is no mention here of being slain (as in 6:9) or beheaded 

(as in 20:4) for the testimony they bore. Their robes are white by virtue of the redemptive death 

of the Lamb. Their rewards are those of all the faithful. Persecution has always been the lot of 

those who follow the Lamb (John 16:33; 2 Tim 3:12). The intensity of the conflict of 

righteousness and evil will rise to such a pitch as to become the great tribulation.” (NICOT, 

Revelation, 164) 
 
Finally, perhaps it is helpful to point out that as we read the following chapters leading to the 
final END, I should clarify (as opposed to what Mounce noted about)” 

 The woes inflicted by God as judgment are primarily meant for the inhabitants of the 
earth; 

 It appears some of the Saints receive special protection from such calamities meant for 
the inhabitants of the earth, and some of the Saints would also bear the effects of such 
calamities; and 

 While the Great Tribulation, strictly speaking, has nothing to do with persecution, it is 
quite obvious from the rest of the visions that persecution will continue as a natural 
consequence as the world continues not to repent, but to defy God.  However, while 
some of the saints will suffer martyrdom (to make up the number of those who will be 
killed, according to the 5

th
 seal in 6:11), others will be spared. 

 
Chapter 7 

7: 1-8 

The 144,000 sealed by God 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four 

winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any 

tree. 2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east, having the seal of the living God. 

He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given power to harm the land 

and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until we put a seal on the 

foreheads of the servants of our God.” 4 Then I heard the number of those who were sealed: 

144,000 from all the tribes of Israel. 

 

5 From the tribe of Judah 12,000 were sealed, 

from the tribe of Reuben 12,000, 

from the tribe of Gad 12,000, 

6 from the tribe of Asher 12,000, 

from the tribe of Naphtali 12,000, 

from the tribe of Manasseh 12,000, 

7 from the tribe of Simeon 12,000, 

from the tribe of Levi 12,000, 

from the tribe of Issachar 12,000, 
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8 from the tribe of Zebulun 12,000, 

from the tribe of Joseph 12,000, 

 

As we recall our understanding that upon all the seals are opened, the contents of the Scroll will 

be revealed, but not just revealed, but ushered into reality.  Such is obviously a very solemn 

moment, as a result we read in 8:1 that 

“When He opened the 7
th

 seal, there was silence in heaven about half an hour.”—kind of 

like the calm before the storm! 

 

Since the events of the END as we read earlier are trials and tribulations—hard times that are 

unequalled in human history, John and his readers (including us) would immediately think of 

what might happen to our fellow-brothers and sisters during such a time.  And so, before the 

unfolding of these horrific events, it appears that the Lord feels obliged to answer our unspoken 

question of concern by introducing us to two groups of believers or saints.  The identity of these 

groups of people, as most commentators would tell us, represents one of the most controversial 

interpretations, if not the most in Revelation, so, I dare not claim that my opinion is necessarily 

the correct one.  However, I find Aune’s approach in first defining the “constraints” most helpful 

(not that I agree with his subsequent interpretations): 

Interpretive Constraints 

While the 144,0000 have been identified in a variety of ways, there are several interpretive constraints that 

limit the range of acceptable solutions: 

(a) According to Rev. 7:4b “144,000 were marked from every tribe of the sons of Israel”…i.e. those who 

are sealed are part of a larger group “ek”…indicating that a limited number are separated from a 

larger group…can only mean a portion of those who make the whole tribe… 

(b) There are striking differences between the two groups described in Rev. 7: 4-8 and 7: 9-17 that must 

be borne in mind [hence the size—144,000 versus the vast size of multitude; 144,000 composed of 

12,000 drawn from each tribe, the multitude from every nation…people and language group; the 

scene is different—the 144,000 located on earth, the multitude before the heavenly throne; 144,000 

in perils needing protection, the multitude has passed through Great Tribulation victoriously] (italics 

are my summary) 

(c) The 144,000 appear once again in 14: 1-5 and the determination of their identity must be based on 

this passage as well; 

(d) The passage must  be interpreted in terms of  how it functions in its present literary context; 

(e) The seal of God explicitly provides special protection of the wrath of God that is coming upon the 

world (9:4); there is no explicit indication that the sealed are not protected from the wrath of the 

ungodly (i.e. persecution)… (Aune’s, Word, 441) 

 

1. The Holding of Destruction for the sake of 144,000 

After this I saw four angels standing at the four corners of the earth, holding back the four 

winds of the earth to prevent any wind from blowing on the land or on the sea or on any 

tree. 2 Then I saw another angel coming up from the east (the rising of the sun), having the 

seal of the living God. He called out in a loud voice to the four angels who had been given 

power to harm the land and the sea: 3 “Do not harm the land or the sea or the trees until 

we put a seal on the foreheads of the servants of our God.” 
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The angels of destruction:  like the four horses and their riders in the opening 4 seals, it does 

not necessarily mean that there is one angel being the actual executioner of the act of destruction, 

but rather the very fact of destruction comes from God.  So the picture conveys the very fact that 

God will begin the judgment of the earth, through the unleashing of harm over the world (with 

wind suggesting the sweeping nature of the calamities, and with “the land, sea and tree) 

portraying the inclusiveness of all aspects of the inhabited earth (which will be revealed 

beginning with the 1
st
 trumpet) 

 

The message: there is a selected group of the “servants of our God” who will be protected from 

these harms meant for the inhabitants of the earth.  Many commentators opine that this vision is 

in direct answer to the question posted by the vision of the opening of the 6
th

 seal which ends 

with these word, “Who can stand!”  The answer is: no one, except those whom God has chosen 

to protect—the seal is obviously symbolic but the protection is real—just as the passing of 

destruction of those Israelites whose houses were marked by blood on top and sides of their door 

frames before their Exodus was real! (Ex. 12:23) 

 

Identity of the 144,000: As I said earlier, I dare not claim that the interpretation I side with is 

necessarily the correct one, but I try to apply the above constraints and use both common sense 

and parallel scriptures to interpret within its context. 

 While many commentators opine that they represent the “True Israel”, the Church, I beg 

to differ in that, is such were the case, there is really no need to list the name of all 12 

tribes whose names will be inscribed at the 12 gates of New Jerusalem, while the names 

of the 12 Apostles will be inscribed separately on its foundation (Rev. 21:13-14) 

 While no protection of all saints is being mentioned in any of the woes during the Great 

Tribulation, this has to be a special group, distinct from the multitude that we shall look 

at, redeemed from all nations; hence 

 I personally incline to side with the minority of commentators that they are likely the 

remnant of the Jews (otherwise called “all Israel” in Romans 11:27) who will be saved, as 

they turn to Christ during this period of time (and look to the one they have pierced (Zech. 

12:10).  Their repentance is highlighted (but not caused by) them “following the Lamb 

wherever He goes” (Rev. 14:4).  The same passage also highlights the ideal righteous 

persons of the OT who “did not defile themselves with women for they kept 

themselves pure…No lie was found in their mouths; they are blameless.” (14:4-5): 

  Also, the 12 tribes of Israel appear to be listed in contrast to the worship by the 

multitudes from all nations and tribes in v. 9ff. to highlight that God’s salvation is 

extended to peoples of the entire earth.  As far as the order of the tribes and the omission 

of the tribe of Dan are concerned, there is no consensus among scholars as well (one 

commentator notes that there are some 20 lists in the OT of the tribes, and 3/4
th

 of them 

are different in names and orders); except that putting of the tribe of Judah in front very 

likely signifies the fulfillment of the restoration of Israel through the “Lion of Judah”—

Jesus Christ. 

 It should be pointed out again that such “sealing” will protect them from the wrath of 

God to be unleashed to the world, but it is silent as to whether they will be spared from 

persecution. 

 

2. The Great Multitude who have come out of the Great Tribulation 
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John would probably be concerned, like Paul, about his own people, but together with gentile 

readers they would be interested in the rest of the believers during the Great Tribulation, and thus 

John is being shown another vision. 

“9 After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, 

from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the 

Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands. 10 

And they cried out in a loud voice: 

“Salvation belongs to our God, 

who sits on the throne, 

and to the Lamb.” 

11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and the four 

living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and worshiped God, 12 

saying: 

“Amen! 

Praise and glory 

and wisdom and thanks and honor 

and power and strength 

be to our God for ever and ever. 

Amen!” 

13 Then one of the elders asked me, “These in white robes—who are they, and where did 

they come from?” 

14 I answered, “Sir, you know.” 

And he said, “These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; they have washed 

their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb. 15 Therefore, 

“they are before the throne of God 

and serve him day and night in his temple; 

and he who sits on the throne 

will shelter them with his presence. 

16 ‘Never again will they hunger; 

never again will they thirst. 

The sun will not beat down on them,’ 

nor any scorching heat. 

17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne 

will be their shepherd; 

‘he will lead them to springs of living water.’ 

‘And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.’” 

 

We shall first consider who the great multitude might be, and then look at the heavenly choruses. 

 

The Great Multitude: 

 One of the elders makes it clear that “these are they who have come out of the Great 

Tribulation” (v.14) 

o Why did he ask John? 

 The likely reason is: he did not want John to guess or get confused with 

the former group likely and he (was inspired or told by the Spirit) seeks to 

clarify 
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o And they do not represent the entire church in history, but only those who are 

believers that are there during the time of the Great Tribulation, and 

o Their white robes clearly show that they are saved through faith in Jesus Christ, 

being “made…white in the blood of the Lamb” (v.14b) 

 Are they protected from the wrath of God as the 144,000 have been?  And did they suffer 

martyrdom? 

o While “who they are” might be subject to many interpretations, the answers to 

these two questions appear to find more consensus 

 The comforting words through the mouth of this elder seem to suggest 

what they likely have gone through during the Great Tribulation.  The 

very fact that they 

 “Never again (or no more) will they hunger”—suggests that they 

will have suffered from hunger 

 “Never again (or no more)will they thirst”—suggests that they 

will have suffered from thirst 

 “The sun will not beat upon them, nor any scorching heat”—

also suggests that they would have suffered from the effect (or side 

effect) of all these woes inflicted by God on the inhabitants of the 

earth. 

o As for martyrdom, the words, “have come out of the Great Tribulation” do not 

necessarily point to martyrdom, but simply clarify that they have gone through it, 

and have come out victoriously.  Words like slain or beheaded that normally use 

to describe the martyrs are absent in this description (Rev. 6:9; 20:4).  However, 

based on the visions that follow (during the Great Tribulation), persecution would 

continue against the saints and some would have become martyrs (as the 5
th

 seal 

has alluded to). 

 The words of great comfort: apart from the comforting words which would be especially 

meaningful to them, the rest are words of great comfort to us as well 

o “they are before the throne of God and serve him day and night in His 

temple;” 

 The throne of God in His temple signifies that no veil or curtain can 

separate us from serving God directly—no fear of the awesome God, no 

sin that prevents us to access the Holy God, and “day and night” portrays 

unceasing service that we should have render Him while on earth, but 

failed so miserably to do so (i.e. to live for Him all the time). 

o “and He who sits on the throne will shelter them with His presence…” 

 The word for shelter reminds us of the dwelling in tents in the wilderness 

and the tabernacle in which God showed His very presence (or face) to 

His people and carried them through their wilderness journey.  But now, it 

is forever and He who is victorious over all (sitting on His throne), His 

very presence (and His face) will tabernacle us from all harms. 

o “17 For the Lamb at the center of the throne will be their shepherd; He will 

lead them to springs of living water.” 

 As the allusion to the fulfillment of Isaiah 49:10 continues, the favorite 

image of God being our shepherd is employed here but “springs of water” 
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are now made plain as  the “living water”  (Jer. 2:13; 17:13; Zech. 14:8; 

John 4:10ff; 7;38) that gives life eternal, and satisfies all thirsts. 

o “And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes.” 

 While this is part of the new reality in the New Heaven and the New Earth 

in Rev. 21, these words have been a source of great comfort to all the 

saints down the centuries, and will be especially meaningful and powerful 

to those who are going through the Great Tribulation one day. 

The Heavenly Worship (or Choruses): 

 Scene 1: by the Great Multitude 

o They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their 

hands. 10 And they cried out in a loud voice: 

 “Salvation belongs to our God, 

 who sits on the throne, 

 and to the Lamb.” 

 

While those who welcomed Jesus into Jerusalem were also holding palm branches and shouting 

similar words in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, Jesus has yet been slain as the Lamb of God, and 

now salvation has been completed and what better time to sing, “Hosanna” by those who have 

washed themselves in His blood! 

 Scene 2: joined by all the angelic beings, the four Living Ones and the 24 elders: 

o 11 All the angels were standing around the throne and around the elders and 

the four living creatures. They fell down on their faces before the throne and 

worshiped God, 12 saying: 

 “Amen! 

 Praise and glory 

 and wisdom and thanks and honor 

 and power and strength 

 be to our God for ever and ever. 

 Amen!” 

o These angelic beings and the elders aptly respond with Amen to the adoration of 

the Multitude in praising the salvation work of God and the Lamb and they burst 

once again into a 7-fold doxology ending with another mighty Amen. 

 

Chapter 8 

8: 1-5 

The Seventh Seal and the Golden Censer 

“When He opened the seventh seal, there was silence in heaven for about half an hour.2 

And I saw the seven angels who stand before God, and seven trumpets were given to them.3 

Another angel, who had a golden censer, came and stood at the altar. He was given much 

incense to offer, with the prayers of all God’s people, on the golden altar in front of the 

throne. 4 The smoke of the incense, together with the prayers of God’s people, went up 

before God from the angel’s hand. 5 Then the angel took the censer, filled it with fire from 

the altar, and hurled it on the earth; and there came peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of 

lightning and an earthquake.” 
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The Silence: as the opening of the 7
th

 seal signals the unleashing of God’s wrath and the 

inauguration of the Great Tribulation, such a solemn moment induces a moment of silence in 

heaven.  What is happening in this roughly ½ an hour?  Nothing!  It is the calm before the storm! 

 

The Golden Censer:  However, what breaks the silence, surprisingly, is not the immediate 

blowing of the 1
st
 trumpet, but the offer of incense by an angel in a golden censer.  This angel 

performs two actions with the golden censer: 

(1) He was given much incense to offer with the prayers of all God’s people 

- Again, before each major unfolding of apocalyptic events, the prayers of saints are 

mentioned (like the last time Christ came forward as worthy being the opener of the 

scroll in 5:8). 

- This is a clear indication that our prayers, not just the prayers of martyrs are not only 

precious to God (symbolized by the golden censer), but are heard and God definitely 

responds to our prayers, but only at a time that fits into His eternal plan. 

(2) The same angel then filled it with fire from the altar and threw it on the earth, signifying 

that the judgment of God on the inhabitants of the earth is a direct answer of our prayers! The 

beginning of this series of judgment which represent the wrath of God appropriately is 

accompanied by peals of thunder, rumblings, flashes of lightning and an earthquake—all 

revealing both the might and wrath of God. 

 

The Blowing of Trumpets—first four trumpets 

8: 6-13 

“6 Then the seven angels who had the seven trumpets prepared to sound them. 

7 The first angel sounded his trumpet, and there came hail and fire mixed with blood, and 

it was hurled down on the earth. A third of the earth was burned up, a third of the trees 

were burned up, and all the green grass was burned up. 

8 The second angel sounded his trumpet, and something like a huge mountain, all ablaze, 

was thrown into the sea. A third of the sea turned into blood, 9 a third of the living 

creatures in the sea died, and a third of the ships were destroyed. 

10 The third angel sounded his trumpet, and a great star, blazing like a torch, fell from the 

sky on a third of the rivers and on the springs of water— 11 the name of the star is 

Wormwood.[a] A third of the waters turned bitter, and many people died from the waters 

that had become bitter. 

12 The fourth angel sounded his trumpet, and a third of the sun was struck, a third of the 

moon, and a third of the stars, so that a third of them turned dark. A third of the day was 

without light, and also a third of the night. 

 

13 As I watched, I heard an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! 

Woe! Woe to the inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be 

sounded by the other three angels!” 

 

Our Approach of Interpretation: 

A word about how we interpret these visions may be appropriate at this point 

 I am dividing each trumpet call into 

(1) Agencies: meaning the means with which the judgment is being brought forth 

(2) Devastations caused by the events 
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(3) Consequences: the resulting harms that follow 

 

The description of the agencies: could be symbolic and the arguments about what they actual 

mean are often futile and not helpful. 

The devastations caused by of the events: are more than likely factual occurrences; and 

The consequences: :are what we should pay attention to. 

 

With that in mind, let’s look at the first four trumpets (and all agree that the trumpets are used in 

the OT to proclaim or announce the beginning of important events, festivals or actions) 

 

Agencies Devastations/Realms Consequences Remarks 

Trumpet #1: Hail, 

fire mixed with 

blood hurled 

down on earth 

1/3
rd

 of earth, trees 

and green grass 

burned up 

(Land) 

Wild fire that 

causes huge 

damage of 

property, trees, 

farms, people and 

animal 

Wild fire like what happened 

in the last few years in 

California and BC, except 

zillion times more 

destructive! 

(See note 1 below) 

Trumpet #2: Like 

a huge mountain 

all ablaze thrown 

into the sea 

1/3
rd

 of sea turned 

into blood killing 

1/3
rd

 of marine 

creatures & 1/3
rd

 of 

ships destroyed . 

(Ocean) 

Volcanic eruption 

that levels 

mountain into the 

ocean 

Volcanic eruptions like that 

in Hawaii and Spain of late, 

except zillion times more 

destructive. 

(See note 2 below) 

Trumpet #3: A 

great star blazing 

like a torch fell 

from the sky on 

1/3
rd

 of rivers and 

springs 

1/3
rd

 of waters turned 

bitter (wormwood) 

and people died from 

drinking it. 

(Rivers) 

Huge star, bigger 

than meteorite or 

comet hit the earth 

Huge star falling onto the 

earth, names Wormwood! 

(See note 3 below). 

Trumpet #4: 1/3
rd

  

of sun, 1/3
rd

 of 

moon & 1/3
rd

 of 

stars struck 

1/3
rd

 of all these 

turned dark 

(Celestial realm) 

Darkness: 1/3
rd

 of 

day & night 

without light! 

Complete darkness around 

the world for 1/3
rd

 of the day! 

(See note 4 below) 

 

Note 1: it reminds us of the uncontrollable wild fire in California, Northern BC and Australia in 

recent years, except that it will be far more widespread (1/3
rd

 of the world)—no way to run, 

nowhere to go, until the fire goes out on its own!  The loss of properties, farms, vineyards, and 

animals can be imagined!  Yet, even though 1/3
rd

 denotes an extremely big part of the earth, it 

shows God’s restraint, nonetheless! 

Yes, it is impossible to imagine that hail and fire would be mixed with blood as they fall, but the 

possibilities are 

 What John sees and describes are images that we cannot fathom at this point, or 

 The blood denotes the color of the storm of hail and fire that makes it look like a bloody 

red storm! 
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Note 2: The turning of the ocean into blood reminds us of the 1
st
 plague in Exodus 7: 14ff as the 

Nile turned into blood which was a supernatural act of God.  Here, the cause of a similar 

phenomenon is explained which might point to the eruption and leveling of a huge mountain 

with its lava flowing into the ocean.  But such an eruption is so huge that it actually killed 1/3
rd

 

of the marine lives and destroyed 1/3
rd

 of the world’s marine fleet.  While it is hard to imagine 

how one volcanic eruption could cause such widespread damage, it is similar to the 1
st
 plague of 

Exodus, an act of God. 

 

Note 3: While the 2
nd

 trumpet harms the oceans, the 3
rd

 trumpet causes harm to the rivers and 

springs (and lakes likely) that are the sources of drinking water.  The name of the star is a play 

on word, as the Greek reads, “And the name of the star is Wormwood, and 1/3
rd

 of the waters 

turned into Wormwood (but most Bibles translate “became bitter.”) 

  Wormwood is mentioned quite a few times in OT referring to a bitter plant by that name: 

:But her (the indecent woman’s) end is bitter as wormwood, sharp as a two-edged sword.” 

(Prov. 5:3-4, KJV) 

“Remembering mine affliction and my misery, the wormwood and the gall.” (Lam. 3:19) 

“Behold, I will feed them, even this people, with wormwood, and give them water of gall to 

drink.” (Jer. 9:15) 

 

Note 4: It reminds us of the 9
th

 plague of Exodus 10:21-23).  Here, it indicates, “the total absence 

of light for a 3
rd

 part of both day and night.  This absolute darkness would be far more terrifying 

than a partial eclipse.” (Mounce, 181).  Indeed, some years ago, we experienced a total eclipse of 

the sun which only lasted a very short time.  But the darkened sky in the day time resembling 

goat hair was quite scary.  But imagine the world is in pitch-darkness a 1/3
rd

 of the day and 1/3
rd

 

of the night!  Together with the preceding three disasters, the world would have been thrown into 

complete chaos and fear! 

 

But these four plagues presumably are only affecting 1/3
rd

 of the world, and are in no way 

comparable to what is coming, and thus fitting, before the rest of the plagues are announced (and 

ushered into reality), John heard (and likely saw too): 

“an eagle that was flying in midair call out in a loud voice: “Woe! Woe! Woe to the 

inhabitants of the earth, because of the trumpet blasts about to be sounded by the other 

three angels!” 
 

It is amazing that God at this point is still showing His restrain, for the obvious reason of hoping 

the people of the world might repent!  Will they?  And what could be even more devastating and 

horrific than these four plagues? That, we shall see  as the angels blow the 5
th

 and sixth trumpet 

(in chapter 8) followed by another interlude beginning in chapter 9. 

 

One Final Word: I follow a principle that I have stated in the beginning of the lesson and that is I 

hope to go through with you the entire book without wanting to fit any preconceived notion into 

any of the visions, and allow the complete text to reveal the most likely sequence of events of the 

END-time as we look back at the whole book at the end.  Thus, we should have a clearer picture 

when our rapture will take place, whether it will happen “pre-post-mid-Tribulation”, by the end 

of our study. 


