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Foreword :
Job ended his final response to the charges of his
three friends in ch. 28
He now directs his defense, an official defense
before God
- Chs. 29-31 are not his response to his friends
- But rather, an official defense that ends with these
words

“I sign now my defense—let the Almighty
answer me…” (31:35)

[Or “Behold my signature!]

Foreword

As a result, we can expect that he would
- Gather all evidences in his favor to support his
innocence,
- He will lay out as clearly, frankly and in details all
that support his arguments
But,
Being a man of integrity, and
Am fully aware of God’s omniscience
• He would not include any false or misleading
evidence

Foreword

Therefore, as he honestly and frankly details his
past behaviors
- Especially those that prove his innocence
We should not think that he is trying to boast before
men his good work because it is never meant to
impress men
But to prove to the Almighty his innocence
And in so doing
God’s previous commendation to him as
“blameless and upright, a man who fears God and
shuns evil” (1:1, 8; 2:3) would be on full display!

Division of Job’s Official Defense

Ch. 29: Job’s opening statement at his
trials--Summarizing what he intends to
prove

Ch. 30: Job’s Plea for mercy—normal
plea would be for mercy & leniency,
but his put God, the Judge/Accuser
on the spot!
Ch. 31: Job’s detailed defense,
-

Elaborating on the points he made in
his opening statement

Ch. 29: Job’s opening statement
at his trials
Job recounts his life as “the greatest man in
the East”
Not the good old days
- But rather, his life of only few months
earlier
vv. 1-6:
His Blessed Life
vv. 7-11
His Character Reference
vv. 12-17
His Blameless, Upright Life
vv. 18-20
His Secure Life
vv. 21-24
His life as a Wise Chieftain

Ch. 29: Job’s opening statement
at his trials
Job’s Heart-broken Opening
vv. 1-6: His Blessed Life
2 “How I long for the months gone by,
for the days when God watched over me,
3 when his lamp shone on my head
and by his light I walked through darkness!
4 Oh, for the days when I was in my prime,
when God’s intimate friendship blessed my house,
5 when the Almighty was still with me
and my children were around me,
6 when my path was drenched with cream and
the rock poured out for me streams of olive oil.

Statement:
- Not long ago—admiration of
the world
- What he cherished most—his
intimate relationship with God
- Life was not smooth sailing
but walked through darkness
with God’s help, guidance
- Now he missed his children
and mourn “God’s Absence!”

Ch. 29: Job’s opening statement
at his trials
vv. 7-11 His Character Reference
7 “When I went to the gate of the city
and took my seat in the public square,
8 the young men saw me and stepped aside
and the old men rose to their feet;
9 the chief men refrained from speaking
and covered their mouths with their hands;
10 the voices of the nobles were hushed,
and their tongues stuck to the roof of their
mouths.
11 Whoever heard me spoke well of me,
and those who saw me commended me,

Not bragging before men
- But like a character reference
- He is telling the Judge
- Such respect and honor was
earned by who he is!
- Not nostalgic sentiments
- But facts that support his
character

29: 12-17

His Blameless & Upright Life

12 because I rescued the poor who cried for
Sums up Micah 6:8 “To act justly and to love
help, & the fatherless who had none to assist
mercy…”
them.
Act Justly
13 The one who was dying blessed me;
“Rescue” the poor
I made the widow’s heart sing.
Take up case for stranger (alien)
14 I put on righteousness as my clothing;
Break fangs of the wicked (making use of his
justice was my robe and my turban.
power and position)
15 I was eyes to the blind & feet to the lame.
Rescue victims from the wicked
16 I was a father to the needy;
To Love Mercy
I took up the case of the stranger.
“Assist” the fatherless
17 I broke the fangs of the wicked
Care (implied) for the dying
and snatched the victims from their
Make widow glad (sing)
teeth.
Eyes to the blind Feet to the lame (enabling)
Concluding statement: “I put on
Father to the needy (not just meeting their
righteousness as my clothing; justice was
my robe and my turban” (v.14)—i.e. this is need, but make them feel loved)
who I am!

29: 18-20

His Secure Life

18 “I thought, ‘I will die in my own house,
my days as numerous as the grains of sand.
19 My roots will reach to the water,
and the dew will lie all night on my branches.
20 My glory will not fade;
the bow will be ever new in my hand.’
Questions:
Was it his own righteousness that caused him to
think he’d earned it?

Was it his wealth and success that became his
source of security?
Was it his popularity among people that gave him a
false sense of security?

29: 21-24

Wise & Kind Chieftain

21 “People listened to me expectantly,
waiting in silence for my counsel.
22 After I had spoken, they spoke no more;
my words fell gently on their ears.
23 They waited for me as for showers
and drank in my words as the spring rain.
24 When I smiled at them, they scarcely believed it;
the light of my face was precious to them.[a]
25 I chose the way for them and sat as their chief;
I dwelt as a king among his troops;
I was like one who comforts mourners.
Opening Statement highlights already:
-His gratefulness to God for a blessed life
-His character reference by people in the land, young & old
- Evidence of his blameless & upright life
- His self-confidence of security
- His wisdom & kindness as a chieftain

Ch. 30:Job’s Plea for Mercy
vv. 1-15:

Complete loss of Dignity
Highlighting his suffering in the
hands of the outcast, lawless

vv. 16-23

Why did you do it to me, God?

vv. 24-31

Unbearable suffering

30: 1-15:

Complete Loss of Dignity

“But now they mock me,
men younger than I,
whose fathers I would have disdained
to put with my sheep dogs.
2 Of what use was the strength of their hands to me,
since their vigor had gone from them?
3 Haggard from want and hunger,
they roamed[b] the parched land
in desolate wastelands at night.
4 In the brush they gathered salt herbs,
and their food[c] was the root of the broom bush.
5 They were banished from human society,
shouted at as if they were thieves.
6 They were forced to live in the dry stream beds,
among the rocks and in holes in the ground.
7 They brayed among the bushes
and huddled in the undergrowth.
8 A base and nameless brood,
they were driven out of the land.

9 “And now those young men mock me in song;
I have become a byword among them.
10 They detest me and keep their distance;
they do not hesitate to spit in my face.
11 Now that God has unstrung my bow and afflicted
me,
they throw off restraint in my presence.
12 On my right the tribe[d] attacks;
they lay snares for my feet,
they build their siege ramps against me.
13 They break up my road;
they succeed in destroying me.
‘No one can help him,’ they say.
14 They advance as through a gaping breach;
amid the ruins they come rolling in.
15 Terrors overwhelm me;
my dignity is driven away as by the wind,
my safety vanishes like a cloud.

30: 1-15:

Complete Loss of Dignity

Two “But now” to highlight his drastic change They mocked Job: like a song, byword
of fortune
Their insult: distance from & spat on him
O Mocking and attacks from a special people
They attacked Job: likely
O the “outcast” of society whose fathers, must
- destroying, vandalizing or robbing Job
have been the object of rejection and scorn by
- Most likely as revenge: now that Job now
Job before
had no power to defend (v.11) & no one to
- They were younger than Job (v.1)
help him (v.13)
- Their fathers so base were their fathers Job How did Job feel? (v.15)
would not hire them for the most menial
- Overwhelmed by their terror--he did not
- banished from human society (v.5)
feel safe anymore!
- driven out of the land (v.8)
WORST: “my dignity is driven away as
- treated like thieves [posing threat to
by the wind!”
society] (v.5)
Q. Why did Job choose to highlight his
There are a base and nameless (or infamous) suffering in the hands of these men?
group of people
- Living also a most pitiful life (no vigor,
lurking in wilderness like wild animals)

30: 16-23 Why did you do it to me, God?
16 “And now my life ebbs away;
days of suffering grip me.
17 Night pierces my bones;
my gnawing pains never rest.
18 In his great power God becomes like clothing to
me[e];
he binds me like the neck of my garment.
19 He throws me into the mud,
and I am reduced to dust and ashes.
20 “I cry out to you, God, but you do not answer;
I stand up, but you merely look at me.
21 You turn on me ruthlessly;
with the might of your hand you attack me.
22 You snatch me up and drive me before the wind;
you toss me about in the storm.
23 I know you will bring me down to death,
to the place appointed for all the living.

Putting God, the Judge on the spot
• 1st by lamenting the severity of his pain (vv.
16-17)
• Then he charges that all are God’s doing
But behind these charges, is the big question,
“Why” that he seeks to get answer from God!
(1) He did cry out to God, but up till now,
o no answer from God (v.20)
• God chose to not doing anything
(2) Because he lacks the knowledge of chapters 1
&2o
(3) He is afraid that he would end up dying
without vindication—hence his official defense—
demanding a hearing from God!

30: 24-31 His unbearable and unjustified suffering
24 “Surely no one lays a hand on a broken man
when he cries for help in his distress.
25 Have I not wept for those in trouble?
Has not my soul grieved for the poor?
26 Yet when I hoped for good, evil came;
when I looked for light, then came darkness.
27 The churning inside me never stops;
days of suffering confront me.
28 I go about blackened, but not by the sun;
I stand up in the assembly and cry for help.
29 I have become a brother of jackals,
a companion of owls.
30 My skin grows black and peels;
my body burns with fever.
31 My lyre is tuned to mourning,
and my pipe to the sound of wailing.

 Treated utterly without mercy—even a









broken man (Isaiah 42:3 provides the
answer)
Not getting a fair treatment—not receiving
the same mercy he extended to the poor!
Can there be a more unfortunate person
(v.26)
His unending, searing physical pain
His blackened skins, peeling
He has had a fever
His stomach (bowel) churning
His loneliness: like a jackal or owl, living
alone in the ruins, roving like a nocturnal
animal—no body’s around to keep him
company
Lastly, a life void of any joy—lyre for
mourning, pipe now only for wailing!

Chapter 31: Job’s Detailed Defense
vv. 1-4
vv. 5-8
vv. 9-12
vv. 13-23
vv. 24-25
vv. 26-28
vv. 29-30
vv. 31-32
vv. 33-34
injustice
vv. 35-37
vv. 38-40

(1) Life resolved to “Shun Evil”
(2) A Blameless Life
(3) Sexual Purity
(4) “Act Justly & Love Mercy”
(5) Not lover of Money (2 Tim.3:2)
(6) Not worshipper of nature
(7) No vengeance
(8) Generosity
(9) Not keep silence over
Signing his defense
Affidavit— land as witness

(1) A life resolved to Shun Evil (31: 1-4)
“I made a covenant with my eyes
not to look lustfully at a young woman.
2 For what is our lot from God above,
our heritage from the Almighty on
high?
3 Is it not ruin for the wicked,
disaster for those who do wrong?
4 Does he not see my ways
and count my every step?
“A secret affair on earth is in fact an
open scandal in heaven” (Swindoll)

Job knows his weakness—he is like all men,
vulnerable to sexual temptation
- “lead us not into temptation”—uprooting its
sources which is the eye (Gen 3)
O The motive: is out of “fear of the Lord”
 this particular sin is especially destructive
 it cannot be hidden to God, but will be
exposed

(2) A Blameless Life (31: 5-8)
5 “If I have walked with falsehood
or my foot has hurried after deceit—
6 let God weigh me in honest scales
and he will know that I am blameless—
7 if my steps have turned from the path,
if my heart has been led by my eyes,
or if my hands have been defiled,
8 then may others eat what I have sown,
and may my crops be uprooted.
Q. Are not his crops now eaten and
uprooted by others?
A. Meaning, he would not have complained,
and are willing to lose whatever is left of
him

Job being a wealthy businessman, declares
that none of his gain is from dishonest
business dealings
 no falsehood (false representation or
advertisement?)
 no deception (false promise)
 only honest scale
 path of righteousness
 no greed
.

31: 9-12 (3) Sexual purity
9 “If my heart has been enticed by a
woman,
or if I have lurked at my neighbor’s
door,
10 then may my wife grind another
man’s grain,
and may other men sleep with her.
11 For that would have been wicked,
a sin to be judged.
12 It is a fire that burns to
Destruction[a];
it would have uprooted my harvest.

Normally, a wealthy and powerful
person is even more prone to such
temptation, as they will become most
likely targets
 so, his covenant with his eyes (v.1)
is so important, and
 he would also avoid any potentially
situations of compromise (hence
not lurking at neighbor’s doors)
Motive:
 again such is a particularly wicked
sin against
 that would lead to grave
consequences

(4) Acting Justly and Loving Mercy (Micah 6:8)
31: 13-15—Relationship at Work

:

13 “If I have denied justice to any of my servants,
whether male or female,
when they had a grievance against me,
14 what will I do when God confronts me?
What will I answer when called to account?
15 Did not he who made me in the womb make them?
Did not the same one form us both within our
mothers?
 deny no justice
 no grievances
Reasons:
 there is Accountability to God
 we are all made equal before God

31: 16-23—Relationship with the poor and needy
Caring for the most vulnerable
16 “If I have denied the desires of the poor
 the poor, the widow, the
or let the eyes of the widow grow weary,
fatherless, the needy
17 if I have kept my bread to myself,
 He sees, he hears, he is
not sharing it with the fatherless—
concerned & he acts (Ex. 3: 7-8)
18 but from my youth I reared them as a father would,
 not a one-time act: “I
and from my birth I guided the widow—
reared them as a father…I
19 if I have seen anyone perishing for lack of clothing,
guided the widow’ (v.18)
or the needy without garments,
Result:
20 and their hearts did not bless me
 their hearts blessed Job
for warming them with the fleece from my sheep,
Motive:
21 if I have raised my hand against the fatherless,
 Fear of God
knowing that I had influence in court,
While Job did not say that he
did out of compassion, he
22 then let my arm fall from the shoulder,
obviously did, and—“knowing
let it be broken off at the joint.
that I had influence in court”
23 For I dreaded destruction from God,
(v.21)
and for fear of his splendor I could not do such things.

(5) Not lover of money (31: 24-25)
24 “If I have put my trust in gold
or said to pure gold, ‘You are my
security,’
25 if I have rejoiced over my great
wealth,
the fortune my hands had gained,
(6) No Nature Worship (3: 26-28)
26 if I have regarded the sun in its
radiance
or the moon moving in splendor,
27 so that my heart was secretly
enticed
and my hand offered them a kiss of
homage,
28 then these also would be sins to be
judged,
for I would have been unfaithful to God
on high.

Unlike the accusation of Eliphaz, Job
has” assigned his nuggets to the dust, his
gold to the rocks…”(22:24)
He states that his riches have never
been his security (that kind of answers
also the question we had in 29: 18-20,
what might he derive his sense of
security)
Nature worship today
“Our soul cannot find rest, unless it rests
in you.” (Augustine)
worship of nature as
 Sins to be judged and
 Are unfaithful to God on high
 who “exchanged their glorious God for
an image of a bull which eats grass”
(Psalm 106:20)

(7)
Not a person of vengeance (31: 29-30)
In a way, Job is a very forgiving
29 “If I have rejoiced at my enemy’s misfortune
person
or gloated over the trouble that came to him—
 So even his intimate friends
30 I have not allowed my mouth to sin
have turned into his enemies
by invoking a curse against their life—
for now
 He eventually was willing to
forgive them (42:9)
(8) Generosity to all (31: 31-32)
31 if those of my household have never said,
‘Who has not been filled with Job’s meat?’—
32 but no stranger had to spend the night in the
street,
for my door was always open to the traveler—

While Job does not give his
reason or motive for being such a
hospitable and generous person,
it shows that he is a “people
person”
“People and their needs come
first” seems to be his motto!

(9)
Not Silent against Injustice (31:
33-34)
- fearing of the crowd, either out of self33 if I have concealed my sin as people do,[or preservation or pressure is the reality
rather, like Adam]
 “go outside”—likely refers to going to
by hiding my guilt in my heart
the City Gate where disputes are
34 because I so feared the crowd
normally dealt with! (Ruth 4:1)
and so dreaded the contempt of the clans
 To seek justice for others requires
That I kept silent and would not go outside— Courage & often paying a price
- Job’s life reflects what it means by the “Fear
of the Lord” and
- certainly befits God’s commendation that
“no one like him”, and he is “blameless and
upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil”
(1: 1, 8; 2:3)

vv. 35-37 Job signs his defense officially
35 (“Oh, that I had someone to hear me!
I sign now my defense—let the Almighty answer
me;
let my accuser put his indictment in writing.
36 Surely I would wear it on my shoulder,
I would put it on like a crown.
37 I would give him an account of my every step;
I would present it to him as to a ruler.)—
vv. 38-40 Job’s Affidavit—calling on the “land” to
be his witness
38 “if my land cries out against me
and all its furrows are wet with tears,
39 if I have devoured its yield without payment
or broken the spirit of its tenants,
40 then let briers come up instead of wheat
and stinkweed instead of barley.”
The words of Job are ended.

Job is now confident that
 God would finally grant him a
hearing
 And he adds that his “writ” is so
true that
- He would wear it in the court
- And if God needs to question him
any further -he is prepared to
answer………………………………………
Whatever he has just said, the
earth where he has lived would
have seen it all
• So, like an Affidavit (a sworn
statement proving his
innocence)
• He ends with calling the earth
to be his witness
• And he closed his defense!

Next week
Elihu’s Speech
Chs. 32-37

Try to see
- Why did he choose to speak
- What authority did he base his speech on
- How different is his from the friends’/Job’s
- (Conventional wisdom, rebuke of Job, sins of Job,
about God, exhortation & about men)

