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Spirituality of Words
BY PASTOR BRIAN LEE

When we don’t get to meet people face to face, the
lack of body gestures and human touch means that
words become the only means for us to communicate
and express love and care to one another. I realize
that this pandemic has made me more self-aware of
what I say to others, whether it may be over voice or
in text. What kinds of the words do I choose to say
when I pray, what kind of phrases (or even scriptural
passages) I allude to when I encourage others, what
are the words of condolences or mourning I pick
when I try to extend my compassion and care to
those suffering, what content shall I comment on or
post online… the list goes on. 
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This Week:



“For every kind of beast and bird, of
reptile and sea creature, can be
tamed and has been tamed by
mankind, but no human being can
tame the tongue. It is a restless evil,
full of deadly poison.  With it we
bless our Lord and Father, and with
it we curse people who are made in
the likeness of God. From the same
mouth come blessing and cursing.
My brothers and sisters, these things
ought not to be so.” (James 3:7-10)
 
We are reminded that our pride can get
in the way in extending blessings to
others, or even worse, do harm to
others with our words. Although James
is blunt in our weakness in our fleshly
tongue, he also reminds us the grace of
Christ. Our faith in Christ not only
grants us the positive hope to
encourage others, but it also makes us
attentive to the Spirit, such that our
words reflect that of God’s character.
This faith cultivates a sense of humility
in us, so that we speak not for our sake,
but for the sake and benefit of God and
others.
 
May you also be encouraged to embark
on this lifelong exercise. 

 
“Know this, my beloved brothers and
sisters: let every person be quick to
hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.”
(James 1:19)

What I know is that when we cannot give
a hug or a pat on the back or even a high
five to others, our words become the
main means that we have to
communicate God’s love to others.
 
We come to experience firsthand
ourselves that our choice of words and
what to say can be a double edge sword
in how we engage others. Words can
empower and build up the people we
care for. In the same time, the same
words when used in the wrong means
may also destroy and do harm to others.
 
The Bible has always emphasized on the
importance of words in shaping the
Christian faith. The Creator God put our
world into existence as he speaks them
into reality. The curses that are inflicted
among humanity are spoken words.
Even Christ’s incarnation into the world
is depicted as 
 
“the Word became flesh” (John 1:14).  
 
In particular, the Book of James stood
out as a major centrepiece in the New
Testament regarding our words of
speech.



In the Quietness We
Wait 
BY ANDREW YU

Sin upon sin (Isaiah 30:1-7)

“Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to
you; therefore he will rise up to show
you compassion. For the Lord is a God
of justice. Blessed are all who wait for
him!” Isaiah 30 (NIV)
 

1.
 
Today’s Bible passage is from Isaiah
chapter 30.  We see right at the beginning
that the kingdom of Judah wanted to ally
with Egypt in order to resist against
Assyria.  During the reign of Hezekiah as
king of Judah, Egypt had always wanted to
ally with Syria, Palestine and the
surrounding kingdoms to resist against
Assyria, but because Babylon was strong at
the time, so they were still under the
oppression of Sennacherib, king of
Assyria.  However, in the eyes of God,
Egypt could not have saved Judah, and
Assyria didn’t represent a real threat to
Judah.
 
From verses 1 and 2, we see that King
Hezekiah was faced with the fate of his
kingdom, and wanted to turn to Egypt for
protection and to bolster their own
strength.  It’s a reasonable strategy from a
human standpoint, but one that was
rebuked by God, because they would
rather trust in the might of Egypt than
God.  In the end, we see that this useless
alliance resulted in shame and disgrace for
Judah.  

 

Faced with the reality of faith, King
Hezekiah was powerless and did not
know how to rely on God, all his
advisors only knew earthly ways to deal
with the situation.  And so God
chastised the king and his advisors,
saying they were “heaping sin upon sin”,
a description of a continuous course of
action that resulted in sin against God. 
God was displeased because His own
people looked to other people for help,
thinking they could find an escape from
their predicament on their own.  This is
“sin upon sin” in God’s eyes.  When
facing adversity, people always thought
that they could do something to deal
with it on their own.  But oftentimes
people’s ways are not God’s ways, and
people’s plans are not God’s plans.



2. “But you would have none of it”
(Isaiah 30:8-15)
 
Faced with enemy attacking from all
sides, King Hezekiah was told by the
prophet Isaiah to wait for the Lord
God.  
 
“In repentance and rest is your
salvation, in quietness and trust is
your strength, but you would have
none of it.” (Isaiah 30:15)
 
The Lord God clearly told the king of
Judah that He is the Holy One of Israel. 
But the king wouldn’t listen, and
instead, turned to Egypt for help.  He
did not even allow the prophet to speak
the truth, and did not return to God
and wait for Him.  Isaiah knew that the
people had hardened their rebellious
heart, so his response was equally hard
in announcing God’s judgement to
them: “
 
Therefore this is what the Holy One
of Israel says: “Because you have
rejected this message….this sin will
become for you like a high wall,
cracked and bulging, that collapses
suddenly, in an instant.  It will break
in pieces like pottery, shattered so
mercilessly…” (Isaiah 30:12-14)  
 
Because God’s people would rather
turn to others for help instead of
turning to Him, and so in the end, they
would lose everything.  

Everything people do that is of the
flesh will eventually be “in vain and to
no purpose”.
 
3. Waiting for God’s grace (Isaiah
30:16-26)
 
Here we see that even though people
don’t wait for God, yet God will wait for
His people and will be gracious to
them.  King Hezekiah wanted to turn to
Egypt for help, the prophet Isaiah
warned him with God’s words and told
him that the people should return to
God and wait for Him.  When people
don’t wait for God, the prophet
revealed to us that God will still wait
for us.  God has plans to save us, and
will not waver from His plans.  Even
though His rebellious children had left
Him, yet He will still wait for their
return and to be gracious to them.  
 
“Although the Lord gives you the
bread of adversity and the water of
affliction, your teachers will be
hidden no more; with your own eyes
you will see them.” (Isaiah 30:20)  
 
People often thought that God did not
answer their prayers just because they
thought they have waited long enough,
but that is not the case.  Waiting is not
only of the body, but also of the mind
and spirit.  King Hezekiah and his
advisors went to the temple to pray,
but while waiting for a response, they
were still thinking that Egypt’s mighty
chariots and warhorses could help
them.  



Verse 21: “Whether you turn to the right or to the left, your ears will hear a voice
behind you, saying, “This is the way; walk in it.”  God desires us to walk on the right
path, it’s not hidden purposely, nor is His mind.  All we need to do is to wait, and we
will be able to hear His voice and know what to do.
 
4. Waiting for God to stretch out His arm (Isaiah 30:27-33)
 
Towards the end of the passage, when King Hezekiah’s ally failed to help him and all
seemed hopeless, the Lord God stretched out His arm and struck down the army of
Assyria in one night and made them retreat.  Waiting for the Lord God will not bring
shame, and when the time comes, He will stretch out His arm to strike at the enemy
and save His people.  When we are faced with adversity, God wants us to come to Him
and seek His help, and He will help us in our time of need.  Therefore, brothers and
sisters, do not take over the role of God, but learn to wait for Him instead.
 

PRAYER OF RESPONSE
 
“Lord please help us learn to submit ourselves to You instead of relying on our
own wisdom.  Lord God, You are our rock and our fortress, we will rely on You
and not on ourselves.


