
V C B C  P R A Y E R  W E E K

Consider it Pure Joy
Prayer Devotional - Day 4

"Consider it pure joy, my brothers and
sisters, whenever you face trials of many
kinds, because you know that the testing
of your faith produces perseverance.  Let
perseverance finish its work so that you

may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything." - James 1:2-4

SONG SUGGESTIONS

In Christ Alone 

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE

 

Another In the Fire

https://www.youtube.co

m/watch?

v=q7dKWA4_dag

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=16KYvfIc2bE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q7dKWA4_dag


What was the last trial that you have gone

through?  Did you speak to God about your

weakness? Did He answer your prayer? Did

this trial cause you growth in Christ?

What are your trials right now?  What is one

thing you will do differently from last time?

Reflection
 
1.

2.

We are so conditioned to have instant gratification

in this modern world.  We want quick fixes to our

problems.  Unfortunately, there is no fast track for

us to be more like Christ. In times of crisis, it is

important for us to fix our eyes on God. We need to

concentrate on His grace instead of our miseries. 

Only by doing so, we will not be threatened,

distracted,  or blinded by our surroundings and lose

faith in God.

 

In order for a child to master walking, he needs to

get up from his falls many times, so that those leg

muscles are strong enough to walk like his parents. 

We will never be able to walk like Christ if we are

afraid of being trained. We might also be surprised

that we will gain deeper relationship with God

during those unwelcome visitations from trials. 

There is no other joy more complete than to have

an intimate relationship with God.

 

Learning to walk is an important milestone for a

baby. Before the baby can walk, he will go

through many struggles just to stand up on those

wiggly legs.  He will cry to get attention, and

sometimes will even refuse to get up after many

falls.  This is a great resemblance for our own

Christian walk in life.  We too will stumble, get

frustrated, cry in agony, and wonder why things

happen to us but not others.

 

James, in his letter, reminds us that no one can

escape from trials in life.  When he wrote this, we

understand that he was talking about the

persecution of Christians during that time.  While

we might not be persecuted for our faith right

now, we may have personal suffering to deal with

such as unemployment, loss of loved ones,

sickness, broken relationships… and so on. James

stresses that our faith will be tested during these

trials and our Christ like character will be

developed.   It is natural to respond to these

difficulties with human emotions but we must be

reminded that we should not dwell on these

feelings for too long.    The temptation and

danger of that is we will become impatient on

God’s guidance and provision. We end up losing

sight of God and fear begins to haunt us.

 

By Amy Poon

Purpose of Trials

Dear God, thank you for being
understanding that we are weak and

imperfect.  Please help us to know you
more and grow in you.  When we face

challenges, please help us to focus in you
and not our own troubles.  You are our

God and every good thing is from you.  In
Jesus’ name we pray, Amen.

PRAYER



By Willis Wong

Purpose of Trials II

Maybe you can think back on how God has

brought you through a previous experience to

grow and develop you. I remember when I

finished my teaching degree, I was hoping to get

a full-time teaching job within a year or two. It

was not until five years later that I finally landed

my first full-time contract. Those five years of

working as a teacher-on-call were difficult, but I

learned so much from those experiences. Of

course, looking back on the experience has

made me realize that I actually needed those

five years to help me become a better teacher.

And I thank God for the trial.

 

However, in the middle of the trial, it can be very

hard. My wife and I had a five-year plan after we

got married to grow our family. We are

currently in year nine of the five-year plan and

still no children.
 

What about you? What are you
going through right now? 
As you wait, may I encourage you to
remember that the purpose of trials
(according to James 1:2-4) is very
clear: God has designed the whole
process to help us become mature and
complete. And may we rejoice today
because our suffering is certainly not
in vain.

Over the years, we have felt sad, hopeless, angry,

frustrated, disappointed and have asked God

many, many questions. In the past year or so, He

has led us to consider adoption as a way to grow

our family. But still, we are waiting on His timing.

No matter how we are feeling, we know that God

is in control and He is preparing us for

something, even though we do not fully

understand what that something is. He is using

this trial to shape us and to grow us.

 


