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By: Emma Li

When God Feels Distant &
Silent

Sometimes I forget that in the two blank pages of the Holy Bible,

between the Old Testament and New, there is roughly 400 years of

time I’m flipping past. They say it was God’s 400 years of silence, but

what does the silence of God truly mean? 

 

When we think about this period, there is this subconscious

assumption made that God took a hiatus and seized all works on

Earth. Almost like a storm that cuts out your television cable, there

is nothing but a blackout. But I actually believe God was rapidly

working among His people, though He did not provoke any biblical

revelation for scripture in that time period, God was at work in the

world to lay out the perfect way for His son, Jesus Christ.

V C B C  P R A Y E R  W E E K

SONG SUGGESTIONS

Stay and Wait  Hillsong

United

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=LY4yny443JE

 

Praise Your Name - Corey

Voss

https://www.youtube.com

/watch?v=esrkrNQ4d40

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LY4yny443JE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=esrkrNQ4d40


“Be strong and courageous. Do not be
afraid or terrified because of them, for
the Lord your God goes with you; he
will never leave you nor forsake you.”
Deuteronomy 31:6.

With the 400 years came an amazing highlight of

God’s impeccable timing of the birth of the

Messiah. And so we begin to see that even in

long periods of silence when God is seemingly

absent, He is still, indeed, God. Better yet, He is

preparing something far beyond what we’ve

imagined to fulfill the promises He made us, just

as He did so through Jesus Christ. God told the

Israelites to 

He is not a God of empty promises nor is He a

God who says things He doesn’t mean. But He is

a God of promises that flood with the riches of

His good love and grace. This is the omnipresent

God who did bless Abraham and his descendants,

who did heal the sick, who did restore the

broken. Brothers and sisters, when we begin to

reposture our hearts from asking the question,

“Where is God?” and transform it to the

declaration that “God is with me, even when I

don’t see it or feel it,” everything changes.

 

Recently, I learned this intriguing idea of the

presence of God. We know God is omnipresent,

meaning He is always with us and just is that way

by nature. But I was taught this new term, called

“manifest-presence”, which teaches the idea that

to fully experience the presence of God, it costs

us something. Our Father in heaven will always

be the way He is, however, our perception of His

presence constantly changes because of our

environments, our emotions, our circumstances

etc. As believers, we are challenged to treasure

His presence, as the utmost important thing we

could possibly do for ourselves. We need to learn

to manifest the way of the Holy Spirit as a

constant act of faith.

In times when I have difficulty hearing God, I try to

remember that it in no way lessens the quality of

His love for me. I believe that His blessings do take

time to fulfill. There will be suffering and distance,

but our God is not limited by time the way we are.

Silence does not mean abandonment. Matthew

27:50-52 reads, 

“And when Jesus had cried out again in
a loud voice, he gave up his spirit. At
that moment the curtain of the temple
was torn in two from top to bottom.
The earth shook, the rocks split and
the tombs broke open.”

Among many reasons the earth shook after Jesus’

death, I strongly believe that even God cried out in

His despair and heartbreak for the death of His

son. Our God weeps with us in our suffering, and

He mourns alongside us. In His seemingly distant

nature, God might be grieving with us.



But most importantly, He is preparing the path that is to come. Our God also

finds opportunities to refine us like fire. Isaiah 33:14 asks, “Who of us can dwell

with the consuming fire? Who of us can dwell with everlasting burning?” A

consuming fire is the impact of our faithful God who has given us the Holy Spirit--

so captivating, so powerful, so almighty. His fire dwells within us constantly. We

are eternally and wonderfully marked by Him, and through the consuming fire

He breeds, we are refined by Him. Take every opportunity as one where God is

reshaping, reposturing, and refining our hearts and minds to better understand

the things to come. Through all that, let the fire burn within you with passion and

confidence. 

 

I want to encourage you to lean into God when you feel most alone and unheard.

A close friend of mine has had immense trouble hearing Him during her season of

suffering. But what has inspired me about her is that she constantly finds ways to

draw nearer. The further she feels, the harder she treads through the deep

waters. The harder she tries to listen. We have an epidemic among believers who

choose to walk further away when they don’t hear God. But it’s quite the

opposite, isn’t it? Praise Him even when you don’t understand. Draw nearer and

lament over your sorrow. We must know that our God is big enough to hear our

cries of frustration, anger, and sorrow. If you don’t believe God can, I promise

you that you will not find it elsewhere. God commissioned the Israelites as they

entered the wilderness, declaring, “My Presence will go with you, and I will give

you rest” Exodus 33:14. He goes with you, walks with you, embraces you even in

the midst of what feels to be silence. But tune your hearts and minds to Christ

Jesus, and He will meet you right where you’re meant to be. 

By: Terry  Li

How Long?

“How long will You forget me, O Jehovah? Forever? How long will You hide Your
face from me? But I have trusted in Your mercy; my heart shall rejoice in Your
salvation.” - Psalm 13:1,5

Praise Him even
when you don’t
understand.
Draw nearer
and lament over
your sorrow.
We must know
that our God is
big enough to
hear our cries of
frustration,
anger, and
sorrow.

It is not unusual for people to call to God when they are tormented by trials, “how long will You forget me, O

Jehovah?” Perhaps these are saints whose hearts are broken and whose hope has faded. Will God hear their

prayer? Surely, He has heard, not because of their suffering, but because they cry out to Him for help. Trials

and tribulations are humanity’s lot. Jesus said, “in the world you shall have tribulation” (John 16:33), and He

Himself was once in great pain and agony. Our cry to God turns our hearts back to the Sovereignty of God’s

reign in our lives. After the Psalmist cried bitterly to the Lord for delivering him from enemy, he said, “But I
have trusted in Your mercy; my heart shall rejoice in Your salvation. I will sing to Jehovah, because He has
rewarded me.” It was as if the psalmist reminded himself: “do not fix your eyes on your suffering, turn your eyes
to Jehovah’s mercy and salvation. Then, you will be able to rejoice in His salvation and sing to Him.”



The aged Church Father Polycarp was sentenced to be burned

because he refused to burn incense and worship the Roman

Emperor. Polycarp was recorded as saying on the day of his

death: 

 

 "Eighty and six years I have served Him, and He has
done me no wrong. How then can I blaspheme my
King and Savior?" 
 

Father Polycarp didn’t forget God’s mercy to him and the Lord

has never hid His face from him. God intends to reveal His glory

in the suffering saints. Moreover, suffering is the way to awaken

the oblivious soul. It is not until the person is led to the end of

the rope, then he begins to turn to God, pray to Him and put his

trust in Him. When we fall into different kinds of temptations,

the ways God delivers us are through our reminiscing about

God’s mercy and His salvation in the past and fixing our eyes

through faith to  experience His endless love, mighty power, 

unfailing care and unchanging faithfulness. Then, we will be able

to rejoice in His salvation and sing to Him. Polycarp said in his

farewell speech: "I bless you, Father, for judging me worthy of

this hour, so that in the company of the martyrs I may share the

cup of Christ."

Today, are you waiting
for the Lord to deliver

you out of your
suffering? Are you crying

to God, “how long will
You forget me, O God?”
God has already heard

your cry. Arise and
reminisce about God’s

mercy and salvation and
your strength will be

renewed and your heart
be filled with joy. 

Reflection


