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The Waiting Game
BY PASTOR BRIAN LEE

As for me, I look to the Lord for help. I wait
confidently for God to save me, and my God will
certainly hear me. (Micah 7:7)
 
There’s something about our lives we are living
in this current timeline and the culture of waiting. We
wait in line to get into wholesaler stores; we wait for
our food delivery to arrive; we wait for the next
online meeting that we need to attend for school or
for work; or simply, we are waiting for this seemingly
endless nightmare to be over and so we can say that
it is all but a dream, so that our lives can go back to
normal once again. But as the days drags on, we start
to lose patience in this war of attrition – we run out
of energy to stay hopeful in this situation.
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Once again you will have

compassion on us. You will

trample our sins under Your

feet and throw them into the

depths of the ocean! 

You will show us Your

faithfulness and unfailing

love as You promised to our

ancestors Abraham and

Jacob long ago. 

Micah 7:19-20

God has seemingly disappeared out of
this reality and we don’t seem to get any
answer to our current plight. It is in
situations like these that we must
further lean onto our forefathers in the
Old Testament as our lives together
resemble more as the time of the
prophets.
 
When we think of the book of Micah, it is
often the beautiful encouragement at
6:8 about “doing what is right, loving
mercy, and walking humbly with God.”
But the majority of the book is actually
full of God’s judgement on his person. A
lot of these judgements were
consequences of poor human decisions,
the manipulation of the powerless, and
the abuse of their faith. Yet in Chapter 7,
there seems to be a turning point, as
Micah, on behalf of Israel, looked to the
LORD for help. The prophecy then
reminded us that despite the
devastations and disasters, 

 God is still gracious and will eventually
deliver His compassion to His people.
 
The key is in remember who God is and
realign into a rightful relationship with
Him through our faith. As a nation, this
process does not happen overnight but
requires the handful of faithful actively
waiting and diligently encouraging
others to seek God. We might be in this
endless loop of waiting, but there’s
plenty that we can do in response to
condition ourselves into the right
mindsets for His Kingdom. We can live
and testify what is right to care for our
neighbours, show love and mercy to
those who are powerless, and we can
bring justice to the marginalized and
neglected as a result of the pandemic. 
 
May we encourage one another to long
for the day God promise us, just as he
promised Micah:



This time of learning to live in a time of the COVID-19
pandemic has found us bombarded with new
terminology: PPE, social or physical distancing,
flattening the curve, R value and multi-household
bubble to name a few. 
 
Another term that I find quite interesting is the “new
normal”, something that our governing authorities have
been very persistent in emphasizing in their daily media
sessions. I think it is a useful term and one which
conveys quite clearly to the general public what it
meant when Dr. Bonnie Henry or Mr. Adrian Dix say it.
Sometimes I hear people say they can’t wait until things
return to “normal”. I take that to mean a return to the
way things were prior to COVID. Sometimes I hear
people pray for it as well. According to Dr. Henry and
Mr. Dix it seems that it will be a very long time before
that happens, hence the term “new normal.”
 
However, on a different level, I wonder what “normal”
versus “new normal” means to Christians as we do our
best to live lives that please Jesus day to day. Do we
really want things to return to the way they were before
COVID? Do we really want the inequalities in the world
that existed pre-COVID and have been exposed by
COVID to stay the way they were? Is it possible that
COVID has highlighted some ways we lived our own
lives that we don’t want to return to living that same
way?
 
On a more personal note, how has God used COVID to
draw you closer to Him? Are you increasing in your
knowledge of Him? Is the Holy Spirit transforming you
into more Christlikeness? Are you seeing the world
more through Christ’s eyes than through your own
eyes? Are you being drawn to a deeper relationship with
Jesus through practice of spiritual disciplines? How will
you engage with the world around you? In other words,
what is your “new normal” going to be?

What is Your New Normal?
BY DEACON WI-GUAN LIM

Scriptures to

Meditate on

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ,
the new creation has come: The old

has gone, the new is here! 
2 Corinthians 5:17

 
And we all, who with unveiled faces

contemplate the Lord’s glory, are
being transformed into his image
with ever-increasing glory, which
comes from the Lord, who is the

Spirit.
2 Corinthians 3:18

 
Not that I have already obtained all
this, or have already arrived at my
goal, but I press on to take hold of

that for which Christ Jesus took hold
of me.

Philippians 3:12

 
Do not conform to the pattern of

this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind. Then you
will be able to test and approve what
God’s will is—his good, pleasing and

perfect will.
Romans 12:2

 
Therefore we do not lose heart.

Though outwardly we are wasting
away, yet inwardly we are being

renewed day by day.
2 Corinthians 4:16

 
And have put on the new self, which

is being renewed in knowledge in the
image of its Creator.

Colossians 3:10
.



For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you.

We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom

and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and

please him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of

God, being strengthened with all power according to his glorious might so that you may

have great endurance and patience, and giving joyful thanks to the Father, who has

qualified you to share in the inheritance of his holy people in the kingdom of light. For he

has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the

Son he loves, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.

 

Colossians 1:9-14

 

Living in God's Great Love
BY DAYMOND PANG

It is often said that life doesn’t always go as one
would expect.  In fact, trials and tribulations can
happen at anytime throughout one’s lifetime.  In
the past few months, among those we know,
someone might have had a serious illness, or even
experienced the death of a family member, or
other “misfortunes”--being infected with the
coronavirus or even died as a result, just like what
we hear everyday on TV, the internet, or in
newspapers.  In times like this, people often
complain about others or the circumstances.
 
However, it is when we cannot escape from a
predicament that we should stay calm, reflect, take
in all the sights and sounds of Nature, and know
for that there is a Creator behind it all, Who has
created and rules over the Universe. 
 



As children of God, when faced with
adversity, suffering and hardship, we can
turn to God, look to Him and seek His
wisdom to deal with life’s painful
experiences, and pray to Him for His
mercy, kindness and grace, and for His
protection, peace and joy.
 
The journey of life can indeed be said to
be both long and short, winding and
straight, difficult and smooth!  There will
always be ups and downs, highs and
lows, joy and frustration in life.  When
faced with adversity, we should know
and believe that we are actually “living in
God’s great love”.
 
“Look at the birds of the air; they do not
sow or reap or store away in barns, and
yet your heavenly Father feeds them.
Are you not much more valuable than
they?” -Matthew 6:26:
 

Here’s hoping that we all learn to call
upon our Lord Jesus in times of trouble,
and rely on Him--the pioneer and
perfecter of faith--and pray that He will
remove all apprehension and fear that’s
ensnaring our heart. 
 
Even though we are facing the
pandemic of the century, we can still
see God is at work through it all. And
through this storm and the fear, we
trust that the Lord will give us the
strength and courage to walk with Him,
even on water, because only our Lord
can calm the sea and the waves, only He
is our refuge and strength, and our only
help in times of trouble. 
 
Let us all come to our Lord Jesus, come
close to His heart and live in God’s great
love.
 

Sun Above the Clouds
BY WALTER WOO

It’s been more than a month since I started self-isolating at home.  What we see
mostly in the daily news from various channels are about COVID-19, how the
pandemic is worsening in its spread, the increasing number of infections and
deaths, how the economy is suffering in lockdown across the globe which leads
to job loss and recession. Such bombardment of bad news makes us anxious and
worried, and darkens our mood.
 
I got up this morning as usual, mechanically opened the door to pick up the
morning paper.  A bird’s crisp chirps broke the morning silence.  I lifted my eyes
to see a clear sunny sky, the fresh morning breeze caressed my face.  This
beautiful picture of birds singing and blossoming flowers announces the arrival of
spring without me noticing after being cooped up for so long.



My mood was lifted as I looked around, breathed
in deeply the fragrant air, enjoying this beautiful
spring morning.  A song suddenly came to mind,
it’s called “Sun above the Clouds”, a song that we
sing all the time at our EMAS mission trips.  The
lyrics say: “The Sun is always there above the
clouds, it never changes under any
circumstances.  When we lift up our eyes, we will
see that God’s provision is already there for you
and me.”
 
Psalm 27:1 (NIV)
The Lord is my
light and my salvation—
    whom shall I fear?
The Lord is the stronghold of my life—
    of whom shall I be afraid?
 
Psalm 34:4 (NIV)
 I sought
the Lord, and He answered me;
    He delivered me from all my fears.
 
We can often see our lack of faith in many ways if
we are honest to ourselves.  We would become
apprehensive, anxious and give in to fear in the
face of adversity.  We tend to forget that the One
who’s in control of everything is our God, He’s
the King on His Throne, He’s also our Father, full
of grace and faithfulness, bestowing His kindness
behind all that’s happening.  As citizens of God’s
Kingdom, how are we different from other
people in this difficult time?  How should we live
out our faith?  These questions are worth
contemplating in this unprecedented time. I 
hope to share with you my personal experience
next time.  
 
A word of encouragement from 1 Peter 5:7: “Cast
all your anxiety on Him because He cares for you.”


