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Persevere and be Patient
BY PASTOR RITA HO

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be
dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you
and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.”  (Isaiah 41:10)
 
In the first half of the Book of Isaiah, the Israelites
were reproached by the prophet Isaiah because
they were living in fear and hopelessness while in
captivity, and because they did not abide by God’s
teaching.  But from chapter 40 onwards, Isaiah
started proclaiming a message of comfort and
salvation that brought hope to the people, and the
promise that the Messiah would come and lead
them out of captivity in Babylon and back to
Jerusalem.

VCBC DEVOTIONAL
Weekly Encouragements To Foster Your Journey With God

PERSEVERE AND
BE PATIENT
 
LONGING AND
WAITING IN A
TIME OF
PANDEMIC
 
GOD IS IN
CONTROL OF HIS
CREATION
 
LOOKING FOR
FINE PEARLS

This Week:



Dear Heavenly Father,

because of your love we are

able to persevere.  Please

help us remember Your

promise that You will give

us strength, so that we can

rely on You everyday and

always.  We pray all this in

the Name of Jesus Christ

our Lord, Amen!

Particularly in 41:10, God spoke through
Isaiah: “do not fear, for I am with you”,
and re-focused the people’s gaze from
an environment of apprehension and
fear back to His promise, ability and
faithfulness. Even though people
sometimes do not seek God and even
ignore Him, yet God will not ignore His
people, for He has never stopped His
work.
 
Brothers and sisters, when we live in
apprehension and fear, just like what we
are going through now in this pandemic,
the first one to be by our side is God. In
this verse He made 3 promises to let us
know that we can put complete trust in
Him, He says: “I will strengthen you”, “I
will help you”, and “I will uphold you”.
We must let God come into every aspect
of our life, so that we can experience His
presence anytime and lead a victorious
life.
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Here we are also reminded to
“persevere”, or “to be patient” as it says
in the Bible.  Relying on will power
alone is not nearly enough.  We can
persevere because God has promised
us time and time again that He will be
with us, strengthen us, and complete
the work that He has entrusted in us.
How do we “persevere”?  The prophet
Isaiah said that God’s characteristics are
the basis of our hope.  Knowing that
God is merciful and kind will take away
all our fears, and we can trust in Him
and His promises that He will provide us
with the strength and help that we need
in our daily life, and receive comfort,
strength and support because He is
with us.
 

Let's Pray



One question I hear a lot from patients
regarding the current COVID 19
pandemic is “How long….?” People
understandably want to know how long
the virus will keep spreading and
causing deaths, how long the public
health restrictions will last, how long
until things get back to normal, how long
until there is a proven treatment or
vaccine and many other things. The
honest answer to these questions is “I
don’t know.” Sometimes I’ll say “it
depends on the virus.”
 
Have you ever asked God these same or
similar questions? I have, and in so
doing find great comfort from the
lament psalms where the psalmist
expresses questions and emotions to
God that I can relate to. I’m grateful that
most psalms are devoid of specific
historical references, because they were
written not to create a historical record,
but for use by both current and later
worshippers in similar, though not
identical, situations.
 
That is why I find great comfort from
Psalm 13, where David cries out “How
long, LORD.....How long.....How long…..?”
Can you relate to David? What is your
“How long” question to God?
Psalm 13 ends, as most of the laments
do, with an expression of confidence
and praise.

This is based on God’s “unfailing love”,
his hesed, which is a reference to the
covenant relationship between God and
Israel.
 
Yet, after crying out “How long…” to God
and then worshipping Him for His
unfailing love, sometimes I ask God,
“well, what is Your answer?” That is
where I find great comfort from another
lament psalm, Psalm 130, which says
after crying out to God from out of the
depths, “I wait for the LORD, my whole
being waits, and in his word I put my
hope. I wait for the LORD…” Can you
relate to the psalmist? How does God
answer your cries, prayers and longings?
 
God’s answer to me is to wait (and put
my hope in) on Him. Again, this is based
on God’s unfailing love or hesed. I’m
reminded that God’s ways are not my
ways, nor His thoughts my thoughts, but
I can trust in his unfailing love. He often
doesn’t answer my prayers the way I
expect or want (that’s a good thing). I
simply praise Him for His sovereignty
and am comforted by the fact that He
has always been, is currently, and always
will be in complete control of
everything.  
 
The end result of all this? Let’s just get
on our knees and worship. Perhaps you
might want to pray Psalm 13 and Psalm
130 back to back:
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Longing and Waiting
in a Time of Pandemic
BY DEACON WI-GUAN LIM



Psalm 13 (NIV)

For the director of music. A psalm of

David.

1 How long, Lord? Will you forget me

forever? How long will you hide your face

from me?

2 How long must I wrestle with my

thoughts and day after day have sorrow in

my heart? How long will my enemy

triumph over me?

3 Look on me and answer, Lord my God.

Give light to my eyes, or I will sleep in

death,

4 and my enemy will say, “I have

overcome him,” and my foes will rejoice

when I fall.

5 But I trust in your unfailing love; my

heart rejoices in your salvation.

6 I will sing the Lord’s praise, for he has

been good to me.

 

Psalm 130 (NIV)

A song of ascents.

1 Out of the depths I cry to you, Lord;

2 Lord, hear my voice. Let your ears be

attentive to my cry for mercy.

3 If you, Lord, kept a record of sins, Lord,

who could stand?

4 But with you there is forgiveness, so

that we can, with reverence, serve you.

5 I wait for the Lord, my whole being

waits, and in his word I put my hope.

6 I wait for the Lord more than watchmen

wait for the morning, more than

watchmen wait for the morning.

7 Israel, put your hope in the Lord, for

with the Lord is unfailing love and with

him is full redemption.

8 He himself will redeem Israel from all

their sins.

 

Let's Pray:

God is in control of His
Creation
BY DEACON KENNETH IP

We take comfort in reading Ephesians 1:1-5 in
light of the pandemic happening around us.  God is
using the same words from Paul’s comforting letter
to the believers to comfort us today. 
 
Paul is writing to the Saints, to the faithful in
Christ.  Only the faithful ones, the ones who trust
in God, are the ones most blessed. What do we
believe?  We believe God is the only Creator of the
world. Therefore, we should trust that God permits
the rampage of this virus.  



We are not going into details of
understanding why in this limited
exposition, however, our faith rests in
His sovereign plan.
 
This passage says Grace and Peace be to
you.  God loves us, He’d love us to the
end.  We should trust He will give us the
best, no matter what.  We live out this
trust in peace.  Peace is believing we will
not be in harm’s way in the uncertain
roads ahead.  Psalmist sees the path of
righteousness, on earth and in heaven
that leads us to the final destination in
God’s home.
 

Therefore Paul is reminding believers to
give glory and praises to God, knowing
that we are chosen with Jesus’ blood.
Verse 5 should be our hope today:
 
“Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
Himself, according to the good pleasure
of His will”
 
What do we have to fear in this
pandemic if we are already given this
precious promise!
 

Looking For Fine Pearls
BY DEACON EDWARD LI

"Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. When
he found one of great value, he went away and sold everything he had and
bought it.”
- Matthew 13:45-46
 
During the CoVID-19 pandemic, people are advised to stay home or work from
home.  All the restaurants, playgrounds and schools are closed in order to stop
the coronavirus from spreading and causing sickness or even death.  We came to
realize that life and health are more important than academic and career
achievement, and we are willing to sacrifice work, study and money in exchange
for health and life.
 
Apostle Matthew said in the verse that when the merchant found a pearl of great
value, he went and sold everything he had and bought it.  This was a person who
dealt with profit and monetary gain every day and all he thought about was how
to acquire a profitable deal.  When he came across a fine pearl, his experience
told him that it was so worthy that he was willing to sell all he had to get it. This
parable talks to us today. 
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The Kingdom of God is so valuable and important
that we must give up everything in order to gain
Christ. Today, the Lord does not ask us to sell
everything we have.  But He asks us to live for
Him, to offer ourselves as a living sacrifice and to
serve Him. We must often remind ourselves what
is the most important thing in life and what is
not; what are the things that we should pursue
after and what we should let go.  In doing so, we
will not make any decision that we will regret for
the rest of our life.

Reflection

P a u l  s a i d ,  “ I
c o n s i d e r  e v e r y t h i n g
a  l o s s  c o m p a r e d  t o
t h e  s u r p a s s i n g
g r e a t n e s s  o f  k n o w i n g
C h r i s t  J e s u s  m y
L o r d ,  f o r  w h o s e  s a k e
I  h a v e  l o s t  a l l  t h i n g s .
I  c o n s i d e r  t h e m
r u b b i s h ,  t h a t  I  m a y
g a i n  C h r i s t . ”
( P h i l i p p i a n s  3 : 8 )   W e
a r e  t o  c o m m i t  o u r
l i v e s  t o  G o d  t o t a l l y
a n d  l e t  H i m  l o r d  o v e r
u s .   W e  n e e d  t o  s e e
H i m  a s  u t m o s t
i m p o r t a n t  a n d  l e t  t h e
w o r d  o f  C h r i s t  d w e l l
r i c h l y  i n  u s .


